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PROLOGUE 

It is due to the very kind encouragement 
that ray countrymen alvd many eminent 
European gentlemen wore pleased to extend 
towards my work that 1 have been able sc 
soon to bring out a Second Edition, 

J* have a word to say about the spoiling ot 
the proper names and Sanskrit worcm uB£t 
iu this work. In fact no universal standard ol 
orthography exists in spelling Sanskrit word. 
They "are spelt differently by different orients 
scholars. As this work is intended tor tin 
people, I have spelt the words m a way ai 
it would be easy for them to pronounce, i 
know the proper way of putting the name o 
the subject of my narrative is &r<-e Krishna 
but I have made it Srikrishm to make j 
easier to pronounce. I have followed this ml' 
all through this work, and I hope I shall ra 
excused for it by the scholars. 




PROLOGUE 


the Second Edition 
the public with the hope that 
it will receive from them the same generous 
reception ns they were so kind to' bestow 
upon its First Edition. 
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PREFATORY NOTE 


PART I 

This little work is an humble attempt to 
write an account of the life mid career of 
Srikrishna on an historical basis. He is on 
the one hand worshipped and adored by 
millions of men as an Incarnation of Goo, 
while on the other he is considered by the 
great oriental scholars of Europe to be a 
myth,—a creation of poesy. None has been 
ever so misunderstood or misjudged. The 
greatest of all men ever born is now made to 
appear in a thousand and one light, for 
hundreds of poets have painted him, as each 
of them believed him to be. Thus the world 
has been deprived of knowing one whoso 
wonderful career and moro wonderful tea¬ 
chings should bo read, studied and followed 
by the entire human race. 

The account of his life and career now 
lies buried in a mass of ancient Sanskrit 
literature. Tbongh some eminent scholar' 
of Europe have explored this vast sea of the 
Hindu lore and embodied their thought in 
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great merit, researches and scholar¬ 
ship, 'yet they are but little read by the 
general public. They remniu confined exclu¬ 
sively to tho scholars and students. It is for 
the first time that an humble attempt has been 
made in this little work to paint Krishna as 
he really was and to place him before the 
modern world in its reigning language and 
in as popular a form as possible. We do not 
know how for we have been able to attain 
success, but we sincerely I tope we shall be 
favoured with a patient hearing, and shall not 
be denied the kind patronage of the generous 
public. 


PART l( 

In placing the Second Part of ray humble work 
before the public, I have very little co say 
except that I sincerely hope they will kindly 
peruse this little book. India’s greatest Man 
and tlod is Srikrishna :—India’s greatest 
Religion and Faith is Srikrishna :—nay 
Srikrishna is the Loftiest Ideal of the world ; 
Ho is the greatest source of Universal Brother¬ 
hood and Ever-lasting Felicity. Therefore I 
earnestly and most sincerely ask all my readers 
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,.^pnt aside their preconceived mi a conceptions 
and prejudices and rosid this humble work. 


I humbly beg to state that I have written 
nothing in this book that is my own, nor have 
1 created a new Krishna out of my fancy. 
I have humbly tried to unearth the groat 
Krishna who now lies buried under a mass of 
fiction with which the Puranus and the 
Mahavarata have been filled up by subsequent 
writers in the course of many hundreds of 
years. By putting the searching light of 
history, analysis and logic, ir would not be 
difficult for any of my readers, if they care to 
wade through the great sea of the Sanskrit 
lore, to find out which portions of it are fictions 
and stories and which are after-interpolations. 
Krishna, as delineated in this little book, I 
humbly believe, is Krishna of the original 
Puranas and the Mahavarata, and .Krishna 
ns he really was. Let not my readers form 
hasty conclusions ; let them study the great 
life and career of the most wonderful Man,— 
if man could possibly rise to be so high,—of 
the world with all seriousness, with all° atten¬ 
tion and care, with all devotion ; let them 
try to appreciate and grasp and feel the 
inconceivable character " of Srikrisrm, and 
I have not the least doubt, they would cry as 
did Arjuna on the holy field of Kurukshetra. 
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salutation to you in front; my salu¬ 
tation to you from behind, my salutation to 
you from every side* You are immeasurable, 
you are inconceivable ; you are all*” 

I tender my best thanks to all those great 
scholars and li terary men who^ have so kindly 
encouraged me by their flattering letters. My 
best thanks are also due to those of my eminent 
countrymen and great Englishmen who have 
kindly purchased copies of my work. 




THE AUTHOR 
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Before we 

Preliminary 


ask our readers to go through 
these pages, wo believe we are 
bound to answer the following 


queries. 

1. Is Srikmhna « historical personage t 

2. if so, when was he born f 

3. Are there any adequate materials out 
of wh ich an account of his life and career may 
be written on an historical basis f 


4, If so, what are they ? 

Innumerable works have been written on 
the life and teachings of Srikrishna in the 
various languages of India, bur. they are all 
works of poesy and fiction. No attempt lias 
hitherto been made to write his life and career 
on a really historical basis. Poets have pain¬ 
ted him" as they believed him to be. None 
has ever taken the trouble to find out what 
lie really was by diving deep into the mass of 
fictions underneath which he now ■ lies buried. 
Therefore in writing a biography of Sriknshita, 
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fe to face a difficulty which is perhaps 
too great to overcome. On the one hand, our 
orthodox countrymen believe in every word 
that is written in those ancient Sanskrit works 
in which his life, and career are narrated,—and 
on the other, those great Oriental scholars of 
Europe who have explored the vast sea of 
Sanskrit literature declare that Krishna is 
but a myth, or at the most, the story of his 
hfo is but an allegory. We shall not enter 
into a controversy. It is very difficult to 
come to any definite conclusions in matters 
of the remotest antiquity. We shall; therefore, 
place simply some facts before our readers, 
ask my them to form their own opinion. 
But we most earnestly request them to 
peruse these pages in an impartial spirit, 
being neither driven to any definite coUolu- 
mons by the glare of the Oriental scholar- 
ship of Europe, nor being too prejudiced 
to believe that all that is written in Sanskrit 
is but truth. 


We shall undertake in this work to dio- up 
the grand statue of a great personage, that 
has, in the course of many thousands of years 
been buried deep underneath the earth’ 
We are happy to say that our task is not 
hopeless. We shall be able to place before 
our readers areally historical account of thr 
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e and teachings of Srikrishna, whom we 
believe to be the Greatest and the Grandest 
Man that was ever born in this world. 




There are at least ten thousand works 
in the various Indian languages that contain 
the fe l ory of Sri k Atm a, either in songs and 
sonnets, or in poems and dramas. But we 
can very well pass them by, and come to 
those very ancient works from which their 
authors have got their inspiration. They are : 
(l) the Mahavarccta, (2) the Uanvama, and 

(3) the Puranm. 

Tub Puranas are a stupendous mass of literature. 
n,e 1‘uranas Tho following eighteen are 
supposed to bo the chief Pu mints, 
(l) Vishnu, (2) Vagavata, (3) Narad a, 

(4) Gadura, (5) Padma, (6) Baraha, 
(7) Brahma, (8) Brahinanda, (2) Brahma- 
vaivarta, (10) Markendeya, (11) Bhavishya, 
(12) Vamarni, (13) Vayu, (14) Linga, 
(15) Skando, (16) Agni, (17) Matsya, and 
(18) Kuxma. 


Besides these eighteen chief Puranas, 
there are more than twenty-six Upa-Puranas, 
such as :—(l) Sanatkumara, (2) Nrisinha, 
(3) Brihat-Naradiya, (4) Siva, (5 1 Durvasa, 
(G) Kapila, (7) Maoava, (8) Aisanas, 
(0) Varnna, (10) Kalika, (11) Samvava, 




introductory wte 


JP®»hdi, (13) Soura, , (14) Paraaara/ 
15) Adit.ya, (16) Maheswara, (17) Vargava, 
fl8) Vasista* (19) Vavishya, (20) Bramhandiya, 
(21) Kourma, (22) Adi, (23) Mudgala, 
(24) Kalki, (25) Va vi shatta ra , (2 6) Vrihadhanna, 


anti so on. 


If nil those Puranas and Upa-i.'uranas are 
collected and printed, thoy would be many 
cart-loads of printed matter. But it is the 
universal belief in India that the chief eighteen 
Puranas, if not all the tTpa-Puranas, were 
written by the great sago Vyasa. who com¬ 
piled the Vedas. The following Stofflas, quoted 
at random from some of the Puranas, will 
show th .t such contradictory statements 
cannot be made by on© and the same 
person. 

Pad mi Pnranfi, tJttara K hand a, 78 th 
Chapter, says:— 


"s/e who^mt of igmramci worships any other god except 
Vhhmt y becomes a wretch. It is not proper to adore any 
other except Vishnu. The ignorant Brahman who takes but 
oitee the remnants of the offerings to Siva becomes a 
C%andaia, ffi is burnt in hetl for eternity" 


But Kurma Purana, 20th Chapter says:— 


H Jfc who abuses Srm destroys his Dkyam and fictnt i, 
Knowledge and Sacrifice f 
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Lings Parana, Chapter 17th, 


<SL 

Sloka 3, 


Si says :— 

“This Grand-sire of all creatures, Brahma , ■ 
was horn of my right side, and thi s Soul oj the 
universe, Vishnu, rose from my left side.” 

But Vishnu Puraun, Part I., Chapter 7t 
Sloka 10, says'i— 


“B.udra (Siva), as effulgent as the mid-day 
sun, wo,s produced from his ( Brahma's) frowned 
forehead, hoping been blazed up in the fire of 
his anger.” 


So far as regards the Puranas being written 
by one person. 

And again the Puranas that wo now 
possess are not exactly those that Were extant 
at least before the sixth century A. IX, when 
the great lexicographer, Am am Sinha, the 
contemporary of Kalidasa, flourished.# He 
says in his great Dictionary, “The Puranas 
have five Characteristics.” His commentators 
+t ius define these five Characteristics :— 


* See Asiatic Researches, Vot. I* # pp. 286-87, and Col. A- 
Cunningham's Arch logical Survey Report, published in the 
Supplementary Nmnber of the Journal of the Asiatic Society 
n Bengal, 1863, pp, VIl-X. 

2 
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<i:±-:Z&2’he creation, the special creation, the his¬ 
tories of families, the accounts of different ages, 
and the stories of great men,—these are the five 
Characteristics of the Puranas.” 

But except Vishnu Parana, none of the 
present Puranas have these five Characteristics. 

In the Matsya Purana, we get the follow¬ 
ing description of Brahma-Vaivartn Parana ;— 


, Ki Thc Parana, which is recited before Narada by Savarm 
and which tcmimns the glory of Krishna, the accounts of 
Raihanixm Kalpa t and the story of Brahma Varaha in 
eighteen thousand &tokm % is called Brahma- Vafcmrt'a 11 


Bat the present Brahma-Vaivarta Parana 
does not contain the accounts of the Rathantaro 
Kalpa, or the story of Brahma Varaha. 
Besides, it does not contain any mention of its 
being recited by Savr.rni before Narada. Thus 
it is quite evident that the old Brahma-Vaivartii 
is lost, and it has been replaced by the present 
one. 


In this way we find the present purau' 
are all but collections of the ancient record 
which have passed through many addition 
and alterations in the course of many hundred 
of years. The “Purana” has been in existenc 
in India from the earliest days ; but it is no\ 


a 
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Tiie VagaYata also in its 4-6 Slol 
Wpter III., Skanda X, says :— 

u Aruni, Rashyapa, Savarni, Akrituvarna, 
Par, sapayana, and I lari/ u are the six Pourani- 
I’cis (learned in the Puranas). They learnt 
the Purana from my father who was the pupil 
of Vyasa. After studying the original (Purana) 
Sanh>,ta, they each wrote a separate (Purana) 

Sanhitd Sc/’ 


The great commentator of the Vagavata, 
Sridhara Swami, in commenting on its 6th 
Sloka of the 7th Chapter, 12th Sk?mtk, 
says ;— 

“AJ, first Vyasa wrote, six Sanhitas, and 
taught th m to my father, Lomaharsana. From 
iam Aruni and others learnt each one Scmhita. 
I am their pupil ; from me Rurba has learnt 
them.” 


Agni Purana also says :— 

“ The JSuta Lomaharsmia received the 
Purana from Vyasa, Sumati, Agniharcha, 
Mitrayti, Sonsapoyana, Sritavrata, and Sa- 
M-rumi became his pupils. JSansapayanei and 
i others wrote the Purana Scmhitas.” 


Thus we find Vyasa wrote only one Purana, 
"and his pupils after him wrote several other 
works based on it. 
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■hat subjects did this original Puraut 
treat of? The 16fch Sloka of 
Parana* the Vishnu Purana, Part III., 
Chapter VI., fully explains it. 


“Pjffisa) learned in ike Vedas t wrote a Purana Sanhita 
with Akkyana, Ufiakhyana^ Galka, and KalpasuddHiP 


The commentator of the Vishnu Purana 
thus explains these four subjects,— 


41 What is seen with ends own eyes is catted Akhvana 
by the learned men; what is beard from different persons 
is called Upakhyana j songs about the ancestors arc called 
Gaiha : and the treatment of the Srad/t ceremony is called 
KalpastiddhiP 


We shall presently show that the original 
Purana, written by Vynfla, and the subsequent 
six Purauas, written by his disciples, dwelt 
on the four subjects named above. The 
accounts of eye witnesses (Akhyana), and 
contemporary histories (Upakhyana) were 
their two main features. 

The following extracts would show that*in 
ancient India there was a class of men, called 
Sfutas, whose profession was to recite the 
P unman *«nd the Histories. They had also 
another calling, namely that of the charioteer- 





says :— 


11 Having said this, Sumanlra (lfa charioteer of king 
i ‘itsaraiha), learned its (he Pur anas, came to the door, and 
by that ever-dosed door entered Use room." 

The commentator of the Jtamayana ex¬ 
plains Sutas as “men learned in the Puronas.” 

The Mahavarata, Adi Parva, 40th Chapter, 
6th Sloka, says ;— 

“1 have heard all that you ham narrated. 
Nov; 1 wish to hear how Astika was bom. 
Hearing his (these) words, the Snta began to 
narrate the story.” 

The Vagavata, 1st Skanda, 4th Chapter, 
2nd Sloka, says :— 

“0 Suta, you are highly blessed ; you are 
the foremost of all great speakers. Relate to us 
the holy story of the Vagavata which was 
narrated by the blessed Buka” 

The Kurma Parana, 12th Chapter, Slokas 
28-20, says ;— 

* “Those Sutas , that were bom in my family, 
had not the right to study the Vedas. At the 
command of the Lord, they carried on ike 
profession of reciting the Puranas.” 






INTRODUCTORY NOTE 



Vishnu Parana, Part I., Chapter 
13thfSl okas 50-53, says :— 

"At the auspicious Sacrifice which was 
performed (ut the birth of Prithu) and which 


was presided over by the Grandsire, the highly 
intelligent Santa was produced from the Soma 
plant. And in- that great Sacrifice, the highly 
intelligent Magadho, was also born. Thereupon 
the Ilishis thus addressed Magadha and 
Sutct:— l Sing the glory of the mighty king 
■Prithu , the son of Vena. This is ydur sgmcwl 
function, and he too is the fit object of your 
praise.’ ” 


The Brahma Parana says :— 

"All the Mishts said, ‘Sing the glory of 
these kings.' Being appointed by them in this 
good work, I (Suita) sang his (Prithu s) glory." 

From the preceding facts we are now 
justified in arriving at the following conclusions, 
namely :— 

1. Kven from the Vedic age there was a 
class of men amongst the .Aryans who were 
called the Sutas. 
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•\^V 2. Their profession was to ree: w . 

glories of kings, to narrate the histories of royal 
families, and to relate tiro life and career of 
great men, invariably gathered from eye-witness- 
os and contemporary chroniclers. 


8. These narratives were known by the 
names of the Pur anas, and tho Ilihamm 
(histories). Originally there were only ,;i\ such 
Puranas, written by the six disciples of Vyasa 
who w r rote the Original Pur an a Sanhita. 


4. The present Puranas are a mass of 
collected records on various subjects. In than 
have been'incorporated tho old Puranas and 
Itihasas. the histories of tho royal families 
and great men of ancient India, therefore, now 
lie buried in this mass of fictions. But they 
still exist, and they might be restored, 


The story of Krishna is told in the Puranas, 
hut not in all of them. We find 
Krishna° the Vishnu Purana, Brahma 

Kurana, VagaVata Purana, Brahma- 
\ arvarta Purana, Skanda Purana, Bam ana 
Purana, and Kurma Purana. Except Vishnu 
I u ran a, Brahma Purana, Vagavata Purana, 
and Brahma-Vaivarta Purana, the story of 
Krishna is very brieiiy told in the other 
I arenas, and their accounts in no -way differ 
from those given in the first four Puranas 





them out of 


We have already tmid that the original 
Brahma*Vai varta Pur&D& is lost. I he accounts 
of Krishna that the present Brahma- Vivaria 
rrives differ so very much from those given by 
the other Puranas that we ean easily reject 
them as being a modem creation of some 
enthusiastic religious scholar, who saw Krishna 
in lvis own imagination as one who was the 
embodiment of divine love in sensua ity. 

The Vagavata is a wort written many 
hundred years after the Vishnu Purana. Sumo 
any that it wa* written by Bopadeva, who 
flourished in the 13th century A. D. It is 
apparent that there was a great quarrel over 
this Purana between the Vaisnava (the wor¬ 
shippers of Vishnu ) and the Saktas ( the 
worshippers of Saktn). As the Yoisnavas have 
the Vugavata Purana of their own, so have 
the Snktas theirs. Each sect deems its own 
Purana ns being one of the chief eighteen 
mentioned above! The great commentator of 
the Vagavata Purana, Sridhara Swami, was 
fully cognisant of the serious doubts that the 
people entertained about the Purana ho 
commentated upon. Therefore he, at tbo very 


outset, said ;— 



iht VagavataP 


When this quarrel over the Vagnvata was 
going on, runny works were written. One of 
them was called :— 


A slwp on the face, of the wicked. 
Another was called :— 


A great slap on the face of the wicked :— 
The reply to these works was called :— 

A beating of the shoe on the face of the 
wicked A 


All this clearly indicates that the Vagavata 
is a subsequent Parana. The story of Krishna 
ns given in it is, therefore, based upon some 
other older Puranas, 

The account of Krishna that Bralima 
Parana and Vishnu Purana give is word for 
word the same. It is not possible,—and neither 
such plagiarism is met with in the Sanskrit 
literature,—that either of the two has bodily 
copied Uenty-six long chapters from the other. 
It is quite apparent, therefore, that both the 
Vishnu Purana and Brahma Purina have 
quoted these twenty-six chapters narrating the 
Career of Krishna from some other older work. 


* Sed Wilson's translation of V?*hn« Parana, Preface. 
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we discuss the Vis 
we must take into our consideration another 
work which, though not included amongst the 
Pur an as, is in no way different from any of 
them. This work is called Tfxrivcinsu. It is 
a later work than the Vishnu Parana, and the 
story of Krishna that it gives is apparently 
borrowed from it. The reason for our saying 
this will bo apparent from our notes later on. 
Evolution is a law of Nature. Even in litera¬ 
ture we find that things gradually expand in 
subsequent descriptions. If our readers take 
the trouble to go through tho Vishnu* Parana 
and Harivansa carefully, they will find that 
t!ie descriptions of things in, the Vishnu 
Purana are all expanded in tho Harivansa. In 
the Vishnu Purana, Putaua is only a child- 
killer, but in Harivansa she is a demoness. 
It claims to be an Appendix to the 
Mahavarafca, but wo agree with H. H. Wilson 
in saying, “Its internal evidence is strongly 
indicative of a date considerably subse¬ 
quent to that of the major portion of the 
Mahavarata.”* 


* H. IT. Wilson's Essays, Analytics!, Critical, and 
Philosophical, on' 'subjects connected with the Sanskrit 
literature, Vol. I. 
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hnu Purana,. 



o 
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Tiie Vishnu Purana narrates only the early 
life, and a scattered account of the later life, 
ot Krishna. .It contains that which is not 
narrated in the Mahavarata, We cannot say,— 
and we have not the least chance of finding it 
out, when this story of the Vishnu Purana 
was originally written. We have already said 
that all the Puranaa have gone through a 
process of additions and ulcerations in the 
course of many hundreds of years, and the 
Vishnu Purana is no exception. We find in 
it matters of so recont a 'date as that of the 
10th century, A. I), But we cannot, therefore, 
say that this work does npt date any period 
earlier than the 10th century,* and,that the 
whole of this Purana was written in or about 
this entury. Ihe internal evidence strongly 
indicates a much earlier date. 


.But we have to do only with the story of 
Krishna, and we shall be able to show that the 
story as told by the Vishnu Purana, and also 
by the Mahavarata, was extant in India in the 


. * See Asiatic Researches, Vol. XVII,, Journal of the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. III., pp. 202 and JJ3S), Vol. 
VI. pp. 1-17, 434-468 and 970--080 ; Vol. VII , pp, E7 *nd 
I j Amina Antiqua by H, H- Wilson, pp. 419, 422,423, 
42? t aJw wilflon^ Vj&Uau Purana. 


f 
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The Mahavarata is most erroneously con¬ 
sidered to be an Epic poem.* It does not 
possess even one characteristic of an Epic, 
poem. It is not a poem at all. Almost all 
Sanskrit works, such as those on Grammar, 
Philosophy, Pathology, Astronomy, Mathe¬ 
matics, are written in verse. Surely none of 
them is a poem. The Mahavarata was 
originally a history—an Akhyana —a contcm- 
pbrary chronicle. The Present Mahavarata 
itself says in the Adi-Parva, Chapter 1st, 
Sloka 20 :— 


“We desire to hear Bharata, the? sacred 
history that drives away all fear.'* 


And again in Sloka 26 :— 

“Some hards have already sung this history." 


And again in Sloka 55 :— 

“The son of Satyavati (Vyasa). Ly penances 
and meditation having class-yied the ever-lasting 
Veda, composed this only history." 



It is even now called an Itihasa (history) 
all of our Sanskrit scholars. 


♦ By many Oriental scholars. 






W'-wsr? 
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H'This Is the definition of “history" gi 
‘-Sanskrit Lexicographers. 


“The accounts of the Past that contain 
' 'instructions on D karma, Art ha, Kama, and 
Moksha ace called the histones.” 

In its present form the Mahavarata is 
neither an Epic poem nor a history. It is 
almost like any of the other Furanas,—a mass 
of collected records on various subjects written 
in the course of many hundreds of years. A 
cursory view of it would show that it folds in 
its capacious built many independent works 
such as the Bhagavata Gita, Anu Gita,Sa.natsu' 
Gita, Markandeya Samashya, and so forth. 
The present Mahavarata itself says in the 
Adi Parva.— 

“ Vyasa originally compiled the Bharatc r T 
• xdmive of Episodes, m twenty-four thousand 
Slokas. This much only is called by the learned 
as the real Bharata. He subsequently composed 
an Epitome m one hundred and fifty verses.” 

But the present Mahavarata contains 
instead of twenty-four thousand Alohas, no less 
'than 107, 390 Slokas. It contains a Table of 
Contents, instead of 150 Slokas, of no less 
than 268 Slokas. This is a clear indication 
that many thousand Slokas have been added to 
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ginal Mahavarata in the course of 


thousand 


The Present Mahavarata is told by a 
certain nameless man. This is a translation 
of its first two Slokas :— 


“One day when the great sages of hard 
cm'ster’itUs, who had been present at the twelve 
years’ Sacrifice of Kulapati Saunaka, were 
'.om fortably seated in the Naimisha forest, Itishi 
Lomakamands son, Ugrasrava, popularly 
known as the son of a Snta, well-re,)'sed in the 
Puranas, came to them in all humility.” 

The nameless gentleman who recites these 
two Slokas goes on to say that Ugrasrava 
Souti at the request of the Pishis then began • 
to recite the Mahavarata, which was originally 
composed by Vyasa and narrated by Vaisam- 
payana at the Snake-Sacrifice of Janamejaya. 

Thuw we find when it was recited in the 
Naimisha forest before the Pishis, even then 
it has come down to the fourth generation ;— 

(1) Vyasa, who taught it to °(2) Vuisam- 
payana, who taught it to (3) Lomahorsana, 
who taught it to his son ( 4 ) Ugrasrava. 

But even this Mahavarata we do not 
possess. The present one is told by some y 
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- r afl®D.oleaa person who recites what Ugrasrava 
narrated. . When it was recited by Ugrasrava 
iii the Naimisha forest, it had even then gone 
.yW 0U £^ some additions and alterations, and a 
difference of opinion had already arisen about 
the various readings of its Text. Adi Parra, 
Chapter L, SJoka 53 .says :— 


“Some read the Bharata from the first 
Mantra , some from the story of Astika, some 
again from U'parichara, white some Brahmans 
read the whole." 


Ugrasmva himself says in the Adi Parra, 
Chapter I., Sloka 8, that he knows only eight 
thousand and eight hundred Slokas, but the 
Mahavarata that we now possess contains more 
than a lakh of Slokas. 

It is thus quite apparent that the works, '• 
such tjs the Mahavarata and the Pur an a , wore 
made the vehicle-s by various enthusiastic 
writers of different cults at different times to 
promulgate their own dogmas and doctrines. 
They became thus the store-houses of writings 
of 311 sorts of men of all shades of opinions,— 
nay of any and everyone who thought that he 
had written something' clevt-r. Prom big books 
to single couplets, everything was C thurst 
into them by every sort and grade of men 
3 




readers. 


T:ik story of Krishna is narrated in the 
Mahavarata not ns it is in the 
1 'iishna in the Vi dm u Parana. He is seen in 
M*uavarata the Mahavarata only when he 
comes in ('.ontect with the Kurus 
, ami the Pandavas. It is quite natural that 
such should be the ease. The Mahavarata. is 
\ ,the history of the Kuru-Pandavas. It was 
originally recited at the command of Juname- 
jaya who was the great grandson of the 
j Psndavas. It was purposely composed to recite 
■ the glory of the Kur u-Pandayas, to relate the 
history of the Pandava heroes, and to narrate 
t he great battle that was fought by them on 
the field of* Kurukshetra. In such a work the 
life and career of Krishna are not to be expect¬ 
ed to be written in full. He is seen in this 
work only in those places where he comes 
in contact with the men whose history the 
work is. 


When, however, in the course of years he 
name to be known as one of the great men that 
t he world has ever produced, then attempts 
■wore made to fill up the gap in the account of 
his life and oareer which was mot with in the 
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.uhavaratA. In the Harivaiasa, Chapter X 
we fir.it jt is mentioned that Janamejaya, after 
hearing the. Mabavarata desired to hear the 
atory of Krishna’s early life. It is said that. 
V aisampayana then began to recite the Tfnri- 
vansa. The Vagavata distinctly says that 
Jianvansu was written to fill up the gap in the 
story of Krishna which was found in the Maha- 
varafca. Though there is no such mention 
made m the \ ishmi Parana, vet seeing the 
way m which it has narrated his life and career 
wo can easily find that its account is also an 
attempt to fill up the gap left vacant by the 
Manavnrata. It has not narrated anything 
that is already in the Mabavarata ; 'it has 
narrated only his early career- that which 


is 


not to lie found in the great Work, 

We thus meet with the story' of Krishna's 
life chiefly in the two most ancient Sanskrit 
works, namely the Mahavarata and Vishnu 
1 uraii a. The one narrates his early life and the 
other his later life. But both of them in their 
present forms arc compilations of old stories 
annals, and histories. They were compiled 
many hundreds of years after the birth of 
-Krishna. They have, therefore, in thei?- present 
sJiapc 11 die or uo historical value. But we shall 
presently show that the story of Krishna was 
extant in India many hundred years before the 
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Maliavarata came into existence. It we 
nan show this, it would then he clear that the 
original story of Krishna’s life, which we shall 
prove to have been written by a contemporary 
chronicler, namely Riahi Vyasa, was taken 
bodily into the present Mahavarata, and then 
added and interpolated, till at last it almost 
disappeared in a sea of annals, legends, and 
fictions. 

Ret us now see how long the story of 
Krishna’s life and the story of 
the Mahnvarata have been 
extant in India. 


^ntiqtiitv of the 
story of Krishna 


In msmy of the inscription- that have 
been discovered and deciphered, the story 
of Krishna is distinctly mentioned. In a 
Siva’s temple in a place called Iballi in 
D liar war, the great battle of Kurukshetrn has 
been distinctly mentioned.* This inscription 
says ' t was made 3730 years after the 
great battle, hat it is also written that it was 
made in the 506th Sakabda which corresponds 
with 584 A. D. t 


*See Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. IV, 
pp. 376 and 377., Vol. V., p, 725, VI., p. 88., Journal, Boy&l 
A.S. New Berios, 1856, Vol. I, part 3, p. 273. 

f See the Journal of the Bombay Branch, Koyal Asiatic 
Society, Vo!- IX.. p. 315. 
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In the copper plates of the Gurjar kings, 
dated the 4th century A. 35., the following lint; 
occurs. 


“Produced with Lakshmi and placed on 
the breast 0 / Krishna, it was like the Kauslava 
gem” 


In another plate, dated the 2nd century A 35. 
the name of Krishna is thus mentioned.* 


“O Krishna, the Abode of Rest A 

In a mountain cave near Nassik, there ia 
an inscription, dated the 1st century A. ,D. 
The following line occurs in it.t 

‘‘As mighty as Rama, Krishna, Arjuna 
and Bfdmasena.” 


In the ninth century A. P., tho celebra¬ 
ted work, Sankara Bijaya, was written. } In 


* See Joi-rnal, Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1854, pp. 57-58. 
t See Journal, Bombay Branch of the B- i, S. Vol. V., 

p. 41, 

* Many Oriental Scholar* of both this country nnd 
Europe hive fixed the age of almoa: all the Mamkrit works* 
But there are differences of opinion amongst them. We 
have accepted the opinions of only those with whom we have 
been able to agree* JTor fear of making this introd^Hm 







one place it distinctly mentions the names of 
lx>tii Rama and Krishna and calls them 
Incarnations of Gods* 


Between the 6th and 7th century A, !>,, 
Vasamdatta. was written,* In one place it 
says — 

^flaiivanm in which the charming account 
of Puskara is given” 

Tins distinctly refers to the M Harivansa,” 
—the work which we have already mentioned. 
In many places of this celebrated" work, the 
names of Krishna, Arjima, Bhvma, and others 
are mentioned. 

The great poet Kalidas flourished between 
the 4th and 6th century A* I), t Ha writes in 
his celebrated poem Meghaduta 

U/ Jhe rainbow appears h from the top of the 
yonder ant-hill like a collected mass of hri - 

tedious, we have not dwelt on them. Wo have given the 
dates which appeared to us reliable and approximately 
correct, but we hav? mentioned in the foot notes the works 
that support our view?, 

* $eo F. h3. Hall's Preface to Vasav&dattn, 1859, pp. 
11-17 and. ; Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 

lSl)2 t and Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, 1851, pp 203-210. 

t Weber's History Of the Indian Literature, 1S78, p, I9f>, 
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7 iidncy of gems. As Vish nu in his Gopi (vow 
herd) form is adorned with the brilliant 
peacock’s plumes, so will your black body be 
exceedingly beautified by that rainbow." 


Between the 2nd and the 3rd century 
A. 1)., Mrichhakatiko was written * In it we 
meet with the names of Dhritaraahtra, JudhUh- 
tliira, and the pandavas. 

In the 2nd century B. C.f Patanjala wrote 
the Vasya of the great grammar of Panini. 
We had ip his work the story of Kr ishna’s life 
prominently mentioned Patanjali’s Note on 
Panini 3-1-26, says 

“/a describing the slaughter of Kansa~- 
Kansa ghadhayati—is proper f 

Note on Panini 3-2-11. 

“ Vasudcva surety killed Kansa." 

Note on Panini 2-3-36. 


* See WiUo.t's Theatre of the Hindus, Vol. T., and ats» 
his Aruna Xntiqua, p. 384 

•f So* Goldstacber'a Preface to Manama Kalpa Sutra, 
pp. 228-235, Dr. Hhandarkai in the tndnn Antiquary for 
Oct. 1872, pp. 299-302., Ibid, August, 1877, pp. 341-251., 
Ibid, Dec. 1876, pp. 350—354, Ibid, Oct., 1877, pp. 301 80-7. 
Sco also Kielhorr.’s E :savs on Katyana and Fatsojati. 


I 
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ishna was Hi-disponed towards 
maternal uncle (Kama).” 

Note on Pan ini 2-2-23. 

' l Lel the strength of Krishna increase 'with 
Nftnkcrsana, JJalaramu, his brother” 

Note on Pan ini 3-2-11S. 

•The Kurus fought a righteous battle.” 

Kutyana, the celebrated author of Kalpo- 
Sutra, flourished in the 4th century B, C* He 
wrote a Barlika (explanatory notes) m Panini. 
hi this work a distinct trace of the story of the 
Mahavarafa is found. 

Now Aehwulayana, the author o ( Grijhya 
Sutra, was born some centuries before Katyana. 
ile too h)i8 mentioned the Mahavarata in hi? 
woi-k, Grtjhya Sutra, 3-4, says . 

p ■? Summit a, Jatmini , Vaisampayana, 

I aila, Sutrarashya Varata-JJh armac/i arias, 
ana all other Achm-jas be gratified.” 

In the fourth century B. C., Megasthenes 
ivas in India. He has left behind him a record 
of what he saw in this country. He speaks of 




* See KjethOiVs Essay on Katyana and Patanjali, 
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a'llindu god, the description of whom does not 
fit any other Hindu god except Krishna,* 


In the fifth century B. O., Buddhism 
spread all over India, and the life of Buddha, 
the celebrated Buddhistic work, Lalita Viatara. 
was written, + In the 11th Chapter of this 
very ancient work, the name of Krishna is 
distinctly mentioned. 


The Upanishadaa are still earlier works. 
They were written long before Buddlia was 
born. But in one of the oldest Upaniahada, 
the name of Krishna is distinctly mentioned. 


Chiiandogya-Upaiushada, 3rd Propataka, 
17 th part, pays .... 


“Saying all this (Rishi) Ohara of the race 
of Augirashd then' spoke thus to Devaki‘s son, 
Krishna :—'Take id these, three things at the. 
end, namely,—-you are undeteriorating, ever¬ 
lasting, and immortal.” 

The Aranyakas are still earlier works ; 
and again the Brahmanas are still earlier. 
Max Muller -says that the Brahmanas were 


* tSee Ancient India ss described by Megasthencs and 
.Aria* by J. W. Macrindle, 1877. pp/8& 178, m, 203, 
f Bee Rhys Davia f a Buddhism. 
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written from 1,000 B. C. Martiir 
iatlg says that they were begun to be written 
from the 14th century B. C. In one of tire 
Aranvakas Krishna’s name is distinctly men¬ 
tioned. In two of the Brahm&nas, the names 
of Parikahit amt Tannin ejaya are mentioned. * 
They were the grandson and great-grandson of 
tin * Panduvns. 


The earlier work than any of these is per¬ 
haps Pan ini’s great Grammar. Professor Gold- 
stacker has proved Panin is age beyond all 
doubts, t We can safely say that Panini 
flourished before the 12th and lSth century 
B. C. Even then the story of Krishna’s life 
was extant* and he was held in high respect. 
The complete original story of the Mahavarata 
was well known in Panini’s time.J 

Finding in Panini that Krishna w; al¬ 
ready an adorable being and the story of the 
Mahavarata was already an old story when 
that great Grammarian flourished, we can 
reasonably suppose that the story then extant 
was Written, at least a hundred, or hundred and 


* Aitariyu Brahmana, Panjika 8-11!., Satapitha Brahman*, 
13-6-4-1, Taitariv a Arany^ka, 
t Se<i Goldstucket T a Pattiui* 

t Sae Panini Panini i- 1-176* Panini 4 1K98. 





■WWjty 'I 
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■fifty yew* before he was born, i,e. it was written 
in tlie 15th or the 16th century B. C. 

We shall presently show that battle of 
Kurukshetrn was fought in the 

Krislina “Witte'S ° r J he X . 6 * C0Tlt W ?• 9 


Under the circumstances it is 
quite evident that the story of 
the Mahavarata was written 


by a con tempo - 
raiy* 


mmediately after that great battle. Would 
it be now very wrong to infer that it was really 
written by Vyasa wfio was a contemporary of 
the PandWas ? 

We hav. nothing to disbelieve the fact 
that the .story of the Mahavarata was recited 
before King Jan a me jay a who was the great- 
grandson ot the Panda vas, Wo can quote 
innumerable instances from the Sanskrit litera¬ 
ture to prove that the accounts of the royal 
fainilies and great men of ancient India were 
written at the command of their descendants, 
and they were as a matter of custom niched 
by the Suf.au at the Sacrifices in which the 
kings and the princes whiled away their time 
by listening to them. It is therefore quite 
natural that Janamejaya should like to bear 
the history of his forefathers from Vaisnm- 
pay ana, who himself says that he learnt the 
account from his preceptor, Vyasa. 
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Krishna 
ground.* 
name of 


the ease, the theory 
an allegory, or that the Panda 
are but after-additions, falls tn 
We have seen Panini month 
both Arjuna and Krishna 


the 


find nothing in the history of the pei 
tween the battle of Kurukshetm and the 


of Panini to load us to believe that Arjuna and 
Krishna had been subsequently added to the 
story of the Mahavarata. it, was impossible 
to make such radical changes in such a popular 
work as the Mahavarata. The whole story of 
the Mahavarata stands on Arjuna and Krishna. 
Janamejaya who caused the story to be re¬ 
cited was the great-grandson of "Arjuna and 
great-grand-nephew of Krishna, for Krishna 
was the brother of his great-grandmother. 
The descendants of Krishna and Arjuna ruled 
in India for many hundred years. If Janame- 
jaya and Parikshit be historical personages, 
Arjuna and Krishna can by no means be myths, 
for there is no proof that they were not des¬ 
cended from Arjuna and Subhadra, and that 
Subhadrn was not Krishna's sister. All other 
characters in the original story of the Maha- 


+ lessen calls it an allegory and attempts to explain it. 
Weber on the other hand says that the Pandavis and Kriahna 
are after-additions* 


a * 
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Virata may be expunged, but Krishna and 
Arjuna can by no means be displaced, for if 
they are removed, the whole story falls to the 
ground. 

The opinion of the Oriental scholars is 
The. btttl of khat the battle of Kurilkshetra 
Kuruk«hetru° ° vvaa fought sometime Lie tween 
the 12th and the 14 th century, 
B. C., # but Ave hope to show that this great 
battle was fought sometime between the 15th 

and the 16th century 15. C. 

* 1 

Perhaps we shall not have to tell our 
readers that Rajatarangini, the history of 
Kashmir, is one of the surviving histories that 
■were written in the Sanskrit language. The 
author of this celebrated work, Kalhana, says 
that one Gonarda was occupying the throne of 
Kashmir when Judhisthira was reigning in 
Kurujangala. He adds that Gonarda "ascended 
the throne in the 653rd year of the Kali 
( Yv.grt) age and Gonarda reigned for 35 
years. 

According to Rajatarnngim, we get about 
■ 2400 B. C., as the age of Judhisthira. 

Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloko 
34, says :— 




* See tome of tfwsir opinions in P. 1. 
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«■/< of Paviksh'kt is after 1200 ■i/ears 
of Kali age.” 

According to thin we get, 1900 years 
B. 0\, as the age in which the battle 
wan fought. 

In Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, 
81oka 39, and Vagavata, Skanla 12, Chap. 2, 
Sloka 32, we find Magha is the 1 0th constella¬ 
tion from Purva Ashara and Mufchct was the 
constellation at the time of Judhisihir i ; thus 
Judhisthira. would be ono thousand years 
ahead of Nanda. 

Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. ?4, Sloka 
42, says that Nanda was 100 years ahead of 
Chandra Gupta, the great Emperor, who was 
the contemporary of Alexander. 

Vishnu Purana, Chap. 24th says :— 

“Malta Padma and his descendant .s will 
he ihc lords of earth for one, hundred yearn. 
The Brahmana named Kautillya will destory 
the kings of the Nanda dynasty, hi their place 
the Maurjas will rule over the earth. Kautillya 
will instal Chandra Gupta on the throne,” 

Alexander invaded India in 325 B. C. 
Chandra Gupta ascended the throne in 315 B. 
O. According to this, we get Parikshit 1015 
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years ahead of Nanda, and Nan da 100 years 
ahead of Chandra Gupta, the total being 1115 
years. Add to this 315 years ; thus we get 
1430 B. C. the age of Parikshit. The battle 
was thus fought sometime in the 15th 
century B, C. 

There is another astronomical calculation 
by which we can fix upon the age of the 
great battle. 

The Vagavata, 12th Skandn, Chapter II. 
V ayu Purana, 37th Chapter, 412-417, Slokas r 
ami Vishnu Purana, Pact IV., See. 24, Slokas 
33-34, give us an astronomical calculation 
ot the age ot Judhi.stbirM, and they are 
almost all similar. V'e cpiote the Vishnu 
Parana, 

“ The two Stars amongst the Seven-Rishfs 
{stars), which are Been in the eastern -ky, have 
a star in a direct line to them. The- Seven 
Rishis stag in it for one hundred years. O 
best of the tunce-bom, the Seven-Rishis were, 
in Mayka at the time, when Parikshit was 
bomS 

Though the meaning of these two Slokar 
are very vague, yet some ol the Oriental 
scholars have fixed from them the ago of 
Judhiathim as being sometime between the 
15th and 16th century B. C. 







introductory note 

We can take the help of another astro no * 
mical calculation, to fix the age ol the battle ot 
Karaksbetra. When Bhisma fell wounded, lie 
said that ho would not die in the Southern 
Solstice which, according to the notion of that 
age, was inauspicious to depart trorn this hie. 
So ho patiently waited for the Northern 
Solstice which took place in the month ot 
Magha. He said when dying 

“0 gentle Judhisthird, the month of Magha 


kan arrived,” , 

'It clearly says that when Bhisma died, the 
Northern Solstice took place in the month ot 
Magha. But the Northern Solstice does nut 
now take place in Magha ; it takes place on the 
7 th or tire 8th Pousha (21st. December). We 
shall not trouble our readers with astronomical 
calculations, but the result at which we 
arrive is that the period which intervenes 
between the present day of the Northern 
Solstice with that which took place when 
Bhiama died is about 3‘24 6 years. We thus 
find Bhiama died sometime in the 16th 


century B. 0. 

It would be presumptuous on our part to 
say that we have, after a lapse of about four 
thousand years, been able to fix tho age of 
Krishna beyond all doubts. But we have 





Wp believe we can now very reasonably 
come to the following conclusions :— 

1. That Krishna was born sometime in 
the 15th and 16 th century B. C. 

2. That this story of his life was written 
by one who was his contemporary and who 
knew him bfest. 


_ 3. That this a lory now lies buried in two 
ancient Sanskrit works, namely the Maha- 
varata and the Vishnu Purana. 


Now the question arises,—Is it possible to 
unearth this original story of 

«S5.*Srj( Iife fr ™‘ «*««««> 

story of Krishna tll0 gr6S,P 313 01 fiction# 

cover it ? We are happy to 
sn y it is not as difficult a task as it appears at 
the first sight, and that for the following three 
reasons, namely,— 

1. We have been able to fix the age in 
which Krishna was born. 

2. We have a very clear and faithful 
account of the political, social and religious 

4 
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ition of India of this particular age in such 
Sanskrit works as the Veda, the Brahnianas, 
the Aranyakas, the Sutras &c. 

3, We have come to learn' by the careful 
study of the Sanskrit literature what religions, 
social and political changes passed over the 
Hindu race since the day when Krishna was 
bom. 


To restore the original story of Krishna’s 
life from the present Mahavarata and Vishnu 
Purana, we stall have, therefore, simply to 
leave out of them the following.— ' . 

1, All matters, whether I in respect of 
religion, manners and customs, social and poli¬ 
tical affairs, or any other matters, that wore 
not in existence in the Vedic age. 

Wc know what was and what was not in 
existence in that period of the history of the 
Aryan race. For example we know that in 
the Vedic age, the Aryans had no such gods 
as Vishnu, Siva &c. ; they had no caste system 
as we have now, they had no Brahmanieal 
supremacy, and so forth. Therefore, in finding 
out the original story of Krishna from within 
the two works in question, we must go on 
* expunging all matters that have any connec¬ 
tion with these gods and with such matters as 
mentioned above. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


2. We know that many religious, social, 
ami political changes passed over the Aryan 
race long after the death of Krishna. By careful 
study of the Sanskrit literature we have been 
able to know what they and their nature and 
results were. 


In trying to revive the original story of 
Krishna’s life from the Mahavarata aud the 
Vishnu Parana, we must throw away all mat¬ 
ters that savour of those changes. For instance, 
Buddhism flourished in India many hundred 
years after,the birth of Krishna. Therefore, 
if we find anything in these two works that is 
apparently the result of Buddhism, we must 
reject it. , 


We need not say we shall also reject all 
foolish fanciful, and poetical descriptions,—all 
matters based on unnatural and extraordinary 
miracles,—things with which these works are 
replete. They are evidently added to these 
works in order to make them more amusing 
and interesting to the masses before whom 
they were used to be recited and sung. Thus 
using the pruning knife, we shall try to find 
out the story of Krishna’s life which was writt¬ 
en by his great contemporary the Sage Vyasa, 
We shall base our accounts on the Vishnu 
Parana and the Mahavarata, though we shall 
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lino refer to HarivivOsa and Vagavata and 
other Puranas. Bat as we shall proceed, we 
shall append critical and elaborate notes to 
unfold the original story. 


We believe we should now 
General Summary, summarise the points put for¬ 
ward by as. 

1. Even from the Vedic age there was a 
class of men amongst the Aryans who were 
called the Su fas. 

2. Their profession was to v recito the 
'dories of kings, to narrate the histories "of royal 
families, and to relate the life and career of 
great men, invariably gathered Pom eye¬ 
witnesses and contemporary chroniclers. 

3. These narratives were known by the 
names of the Puranas and the Itihasas. 

4. The present Puranas and Itikasas, 
however are masses of collected records on 
various subjects in which ha ve been incorpora¬ 
ted the old Puranas and Itihasas. The histories 
of royal families and great men of ancient 
India, therefore, now he buried in this mass of 
fictions. But they still exist, and they might 
be restored. 

5. The account of the life and career of 
Krishna, according to the custom of ancient 







India, was written by a contemporary chio 
nicler, namely, the great sage Vyasa. 


6. It was originally recited by a Suta 
named Lomaharsana, and then by his son, 
Ugrasrava, and then by other Sat as, and thus 
it came down from generation to generation. 

7. This account of Krishna was incorpo¬ 
rated iu the original Purana* and Itihasas 
which in their turn were incorporated in the 
mass of literature which now goes by the name 
of the Puranas and Itihasas. 

8. The most ancient of tho present 
Puranas and Itihasas are the MahaVarata and 
Vishnu Parana. 

9. These two works contain the original 
story of Krishna as written by Vyasa. 

10. This story was written by a contem¬ 
porary chronicler, and therefore it has tho 
greatest historical value. 

With great pains, with laborious study, 
and with careful analysis of 
Conclusion . innumerable works, we have 
made an humble attempt to 
raise up the buried statue and to rescue the 
lost history of tho Greatest and the Grandest 
of Men that was ever born in this world,—a 
Man who was great and perfect in every 
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wa v —a man who was too high to bn under¬ 
stood, and therefore universally nmunderstood. 
_ a M&n who was the most perfect and the 

highest ideal of the human race,—a M an m 

Xm appeared the Most High out of Hw 
infinite kindness for the guidance of his beloved 


Creation. 

We do not exaggerate. Wo earnestly 
ask our readers to go through these pages 
without prejudices and without preconceived 
misconceptions. We earnestly sohffltih.ui to 
peruse this “Life and Teachings of Srikrishna 
with an impartial mind and a devout heath 
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Behold, Partha, iny forffis by hundreds and 
thousands. They are various, divide, and 
different in colour and form. 

Behold the Adityas, the Vasus, the Rudras, 
the Aswins, and the Manilas. Behold, O 
Bharata, innumerable wonders never seen by 
you before.' 

Behold , Gudakesa, the entire universe of 
movables and immovables, and whatever else you 
desire to see, all collected in me. 

But you are not ft to see me with these your 
eyes. The/ref ore I give you divine sight. Behold 
now my great Mystic Form. 


Gita, Chap. XL, A?okas 6-8. 
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PART i 
CHAPTER I 

THE, KINGDOM OF MATHURA 

At the time of which we are spealdiug,* the 
kingdom of Mathuraf extended on i both the 
sides of the Jamuna. It was neither a very 
big State, nor a very powerful one, but it was 
peopled by some of the heroic and proud elanst 

I '■ . ‘ " 

m Golebrooke says that the battle of Kurukshetra, i. 
the time when Sriktjshna was fcHriv - was fought in the 14th 
century E, 0* Wilson and Elpbinstona are at one with him. 
Wilford says it was fought in 1370 Bt (X Pratt has fixed its 
date as the 12th century B. C. We have, however, fixed 
it some time between the 15 th and lith century B, 0. See 
introduction, 

f Mathura is now a Urge district in the North-Western 
Provinces, 

4 They were called Yadus, ibojas, Andb dras, Kulcuraa, 

4 >, u Satwatar, Dmi-bf, Vrienis ^c. 
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ef tlio Ary an ntc6* that had airt&% occupied 
all the fertile plains of Northern India, The 
country was called SuraHeruika after the name 
of the founder of the kingdom, who was named 
Buraaena. He was a descendant of Yadu, a 
scion of the spreat 5jrmar dynasty;f 


* For til account Qi the Aryan race we would refer our 
readers to such works as the following 

E,:) lectures on the Science* of Language by Professor 
Max Morler. let and ‘2nd series 

(6) WUher's Modern Investigation into Ancient India, 

(r) Pobp & Co tnpara t i ve G r*m m a r. 

(d) Pricdiard’s Physical History of Mankind- 
s ^ Burtiouf s Comment a ire snr Its Yacmt, pix & Cm 

■| Two of the most ancient and celebrated roy^.1 dynasties 
of India ware called after the mmvs of the Sun and the Moon* 
In alt nos b all Sanskrit works the mention of these two dy- 
m ai\ps is met with, The MabavavaU, V&givata, Vi&hmt 
Parana and other such works say that the kings of Mathura 
belonged to the Lunar dynasty. The following is the Genea¬ 
logy they quote :— 

Chandra (moon) begot Bud ha, Bndha begot Ila t Da begot 
Pururilva, Pureruva begot Ayu, Ayu begot Nahuafc, Nabusa. 
be(vofc Ysyau, Yayait b.got five sons, namely Yadu* Finn y 
'Tarvaau Drujku and Ann, The kings and princes of Mathura 
(e. g . Krhbna and others) were the descendants of Yadu 
and those of llaafcmapur ($.£. the Kntus and the Panda vna) 
were the descendant* ot PurL 

Xu the Big Veda f Manadda lfBh, we find Purunm as a 
historical peonage,—a pew mO* king But in Yajur Veda 
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The city of Mathura itself was t>iiua 
within a fort; it stood on the right bank of tb 
deep blue Jamuna, which rolled by the foot c 
the Vrisjii citadel. Outside the fort, as fur as 


Samhita, Madhyaud ini Branch, Sea V., Kandlka 2, we find 
Pufuravi and TJrvaii are but two pieces of wood, by striking 
which the sacrificial fire was made. In the Kig Veda* 
M and ala loth, Suktas 48-49, wo meet with the names of 
Yadu, Puru and Tarvasu, but there is no mention of their 
relationship to one another. 

In //art vama Farm o f th e flar irons a on account c f t h e 
Yadu dynaaty*of Mathura is which exactly tallies with 

what we find in the other Fiiradas. But in Vishnu Parvis 
of the same work a different account h given. There it is 
said that Yadu of Mathura w.s born of tho Solar dynasty. 
It Hays that one Harjashya of tho Solar dynasty was once 
the king of Ayodkya. He married tho daughter of Mad ho, 
the king of Madhuvana. Now this Madfiuvana i» ^a,n to 
be the modern Mathura. It then goes on to say that 
Hsrjasbya, for some reasons or other, came to Mathura 
and lived in his father-in-law *s house. He begot a son 
called Yadu, from whom the Yadava of Mathura wt-re 
descended. 


# 

f 



In tho Bam ay ana we dnd that Midhu's son, Lav&na 
of Ma&buvana, was defeated by 8atrughana ? the youngest 
brother of Kama of Ayodhya, It then goes on to sny that 
it was Sfttrughanu who founded the city of Mathura. Many 
yeaiH after, the great-grandson of Yadu named Bliium drove 
away the Ayodhya people from Mathura, and thenceforth it- 
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see, lay extended green fields 
'rimy pastures, with small hamlets and villages 
haded by beautiful orchards and gardens. 
Broad well-constructed roads ran in ail direc¬ 
tions ; over them moved along the chariots of 
warriors* the boasts of burden and the: - swift 
.horseS, the slow camels and the huge elephants 
*. ! tradem and merchants, .It was a very busy 
city,- -trade, agriculture; and business beinc in 
full swing.* 

home five miles west of the city lay an 
extensive wood known by the. name of 
Vrindavana. A beautiful lull called Govardha- 
VIft rose towering over its grassy plains. Xt 
abounded in various charming groves of 
Bakulm (Mimusops Elengi), Kadambas (N m- 
clea Kadamba) and Tamalm (Xanthocyrnus 
Piet onus). Entwined with blossoming creepers 
and overhung with beautiful orchids, they 
resounded with the sweet notes of KoUlm 
(Oucuius Indicus), Chakravakas (Anos Casarca) 
m<l8$rasas (Ardea Si bit ica). Beer, antelopes, 
buffaloes raid various animals of various colours 


always remained in tbe bands of ths descendants of Vadit, 
viz the Yadiivas, 

Thus wc find both the descendants of the Solar and the 
Lunar dynasties claimed Krishna as their own. 

» Sec Vagavata, Skanda %; Chapter 4let, Slokas 






• t 
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CTOtujHftl in these shady arbours. The ch. 
Vrindavarut was the most beautiful wood, 
that lay on the banks of the Jamuna from 
mouth to the source. 


But all the forests near and around Mathu¬ 
ra were not as beautiful as the Vrindavanp,. 
The northern and southern outskirts of the 
kingdom of Surasenaka were covered with dense 
forests, 1 abounding in fearful wild beasts and 
more fearful wild-men.* The original inhabi¬ 
tants of this part of the country, being driven 
away by thtj Aryan invaders, the ancestors of 
the Vrisnis, had taken shelter in these wild 
forests. These Nagas, as they were called, if 
not as much civilised as the Aryans, were not 
exactly wild-men. They had their own kings, 
their own armies and their own religions and 
societies. Forced to lead a wild life, driven as 
they were by their'Aryan enemies, they lived 
far away in the innermost depth of tho forest 
in their own wild settlements. Near and about 
Mathura the Nagas abounded, and though 
they kept burning in their heart the bitterest 
enmity towards their Aryan conquerox-s, yet 


* See Vishi.u Parana, Part V f , Sec. VII, Harivansa. 
Viehtm Parva* Chapter 67tb - Vagmta Skamla X., Chap¬ 
ter XVI. 
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- id not sfive vent to their feeling. They 
them tribute and had commercial inter- 
arm with them in the greatest amity* But 
if opportunity ocoured? they did not let it slip 
without wreaking the severest vengeance on 
their great enemy # 

Besides the Vrisni Aryans and. the wild 
Nagas, there lived, near Mathura, a powerful 
nomad ckn> the people, belonging to which were 
known by the naiu^pf the Gopas .f Borne five 


* In ail tfi* Purqjiy,.the Vagas are described as '‘snakes* 
As the wo id N&qsrtrimm a snake, wg are afraid the authors of 
the Puranas f ought it proper to describe them as such. 
But If wo read their descriptions of these so called •‘sua.lt&B* 
we can come t o no other conclusion than that those Xagas 
wore but a race of wild-men, tho original inhabitants of 
sornie parts of whence they were driven away bv the 

Aryans, Buck being the case, we have rejected all Jos crip- 
lions in which these people were spoken of as "awakes 
Set.’ Muir's Sanskrit Texts, VoL IP, Chapter HI, 

f In some Furanas these Go pas are described as thd 
Aryans of the Vaisya order. Kaitda is said to be the son oF 
Vasudev.-Fs uncle by a Vaiaya woman. But our readers will 
find that at the time of which wo speak there in fact, no 

otatc system ampngyt the Aryans. If Nandn. and his clan 
were Vriebm Aryans, they would have been the Aryans of 
Mathura ; but the fact is otherwise. Vidura was the son of 
a maid aervant/^btifc he was still ope of the Kuril?, 'box all 
these reasons wa believe that these Go pas were a so-1 of 
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miles from Mathura on the other side of 
the Jamtma, there lay an extensive pasture- 
ground, overspread with fresh, green and soft 
grass, abounding in shady trees and watery 
streamlets, ami possessing every requisite for 
the tending of sheep and cattle. Here did 
these people,—the Gopas ,—live with their 
waggons and cars, with their tents and canvas- 
sheds, with their wives and children, and sheep 
and cattle. Though they were powerful and 
numerous, yet they were not quarrelsome and 
dangerous ; t .they loved peace*, and they peace¬ 
fully paid tribute to the railing chiefs of 
Mathura. At the time of which ■ "we* speak, 
Nanda was the chief of this great nomad elan. 


gypsy race which adopted the Aryan religion, but Pd a 
•nomad life. 


5 








CHAPTER IX 




THE KINGS OF MATHURA 


When the founder of th‘e kingdom of Mathura, 
Surasena, died, he vyas succeeded by many of his 
descendants till at last one Ugrtisena ascended 
the throne. He was the son of Ahuka, who 
had another son named Devaka. Both brothers 
had many children,* hut it would suffice if we 
mention only two of them, namely the eldest 
son of Ugrasena, who was named Kan sat and 
the youngest daughter of Devaka, who was 
named Devaki. She was the mother of 
Krishna, and Kansa was the great tyrant of 
Mathura, who made strenuous efforts to kill 
him till at last he himself was killed by him. 


* Devaka had four sons and seven daughters, Ugrate tut 
had nma sons and five daughters. 

See Vagavata, Skanda X , Chapter XXIV;, Vishnu 
Jhir&iia, PartXII , } Sec, Xtv, 

t KansaWiita illegitimate child. It is laid that once 
upon a time when Ugraseua** wife wmt into the forest to 
sport, she was embraced by the king of $aiva, The fruit cf 
this connection wae K&aaa* 
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^i^Devski was married to .a prince of the 
Vrism clan named Vasudeva. He was the 
eldest of the ten sons and five daughters of bis 
tether, bura, and he had ten wives of whom 
x/evaki was the youngest, f 

Though the Yadus of Mathura ruled over 
a Vt,1, y Small kingdom, yet they had very blah 
connections. They had many powerful rela¬ 
tives and allies.} Kansa married the two 
daughters of Jarasandha, the king of Magadha 5 
the Jlthe most powerful potentate in 
all India. Vasudeva’s five sisters were all 
irnrned to some of the greatest Aryan poten- 
.ates of Northern India. The eldest Pritha 
was married to Pandu, the prm ce ofKuru- 
jangala,|J and the fourth Srutasrava was married 


f See Vishnu Parana, Part III., 
Skanda X, Chapter XXIV. 


Sec. XIV., Vagavata, 


t See Ibid, P.rt III., 
Chapter XXIV. 


Sec. XV,, Ibid Skanda X., 


j They were connected by marriage with many kingdoms 
iiieh as Avantf, Magadha, Kura, Karusha, Kakeya. Vidiiarva 
i ideha, Koula, Mithila &c. &c. See Vi,bnn Pnrana, Part HI ’ 
Sec. XIV. ’ 


§ Modern South Behar. 
|| Modern Delhi. 







to the moat illustrious Dumugosha, the' king 
of CM * 


Just after the marriage of Va.su do va and 
Devaki, a very great change came upon 
Mathura. On the day following, when tho 
marriage ceremony was over, Kama, in order 
to escort his sister Devaki to her new home, 
himself drove the chariot in which the newly 
married couple were proceeding to their own 
palace. The grand procession was slowly 
winding its course through the crowded streets ( 
of Mathura, when a deep voice was heard to 
r ise above all other sounds. It said, “0 fool, 
the eighth child of the damsel whom you are 
escorting will be the destroyer of your own 
life/’t 

The words thrilled through the crowd like 
a flash of lightning ; an ominous silence fell 
over all : art indescribable sensation passed 
through the assembled multitude ; ffansa 


d Modern Allahabad* 

t ]|oth the Vishnu Parana and VagavaU lay that the 
voice warn heard in the sky, but Harivanaa says that Kama 
learnt from Narada that be would he slain by the eighth 
child of hi* lister Devaki* See Vishnu Parana, Part V. 
Sec, L Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter L See also liari- 
vanaa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 56th, 
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ted up, and pulled the horses back. With 
a ^ r , k ™ Q stopped, and he stared back 

on the happy pair like an infuriated bull. He 
Jost all sejf-eontrol, seized his sister by the hair 
e nd raised his sword to cut her down. 

But Vasudeva fell on his knees and 
entreated him to spare her life. He solemnly 
promised that lie would hand over to him every 
child that she would bring forth. With the 
weepings of his sister, with the entreaties of 
ler husband and with the earnest imploring of 
the assembled thousands, Kansa was moved. 
He spared hlB sister’s life and allowed her to 
repair to her recently married husband’s home. 


CHAPTER III 


THE PLOT AGAINST KANSA 

The awful words heard by Kansa preyed upon 
his mind. Though he tried to laugh them 
way, yet they remained fastened % to bis heart. 
He brooded over them, and as time wore on, 
they marie deeper and deeper impressions on 
his mind till the fatal words made him sad, 
destroyed his appetite and drove his sleep 
away,—nay, they ran through his veins as so 
many streams of burning sulphur. 

When he heard that his sister, Devaki, 
had conceived, he roared and foamed like a 
mad bull. He passed orders to throw both 
Devaki and Vasudeva into prison. He com¬ 
manded that they should be kept imprisoned 
in the castle dungeon till their child was bora. 
He did not stop there. He killed ill the sorts 
of Vasudeva that were born to him by his 
other wives. To make himself more safe and 
his position more secure, he usurped the throne 
and imprisoned his own father, the old king 
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yjgraaena. He beheaded all whom he suspected 
£o be his enemies. The heads of many revered 
chiefs of the Yadu dynasty kissed the- ground, 
and a reign of terror came over Mathura.* 

Many of the Yadus and the Vrisnis escap¬ 
ed with their wives and children from the 
kingdom of Mathura ; many hid themselves in 
forests and hills, and many took shelter in 
other kingdoms. 

King Kansa ruled over a most disaffected 
people. But he was too powerful, and so he 
did -ofc cartf the least what cruelties he perpe¬ 
trated, what sins he committed, or what 
oppressions he made.t 


* Vagtma, Skaad* X., Chapter II,, Slokas 1-4, says 
pl O klpg t Kans*, being proud of his prowess and making an 
alliance with the people of Magadha, joined with Praia mb a, 
Vakii, Chaaura, Trinamta, Agha, Keshi, Dhanuka, Van*, 
Vauma and other Aaura Icings and tyrannised over the Yadus. 
Having been fearfully persecuted by his terrible oppressions, 
thfty escape! to t&.o Xuru, Panchalts, Kakeya, Salya, Vidharva, 
Ntshada, Videha a-nd Kksala kingdoms. Only a few remained 
to serve Kansa. 

t In Hariv^nja, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 56th, Kansa 
says : K Who In vhero in the 'foeftd of men who could dare 
provoke t I can with these piy two long arms overwhelm 
the v*hole earth fTrota this day I shall persecute men, 
frosts, birds and other creatures that follow the celestials, ,r 
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lilt none of his subjects forgot the words 
so ominously uttered on the day when their 
beloved princess Devaki was proceeding to her 
newly married husband’s home. They solemnly 
believed the words to be the heaven’s prophecy. 
They, therefore, eagerly and anxiously,—nay 
hoping against all hope,—waited for the birth 
of the eighth son of that princess, for it was 
the only means of their deliverance from the 
cruel persecutions of their tyrant king. Tha^ 
son was to be their only saviour,—the saviour 
ordained by Providence. 

It was natural that they should make 
strenuous efforts to save the children of Devaki. 
at least the eighth one.* Many of the Yadu 
chiefs secretly communicated with Nanda, the 


* 2v either tbs Vishnu Parana, nor Hitt i vans*, nor Vngi- 
vata, nor Bramka Purina aay* in so many words that there 
wps a plot to save DevakPa child and to overthrow Kan&a* 
But ff we carefully study this portion of \thtiT nmrativea, 
we can come to no other conclusion than tint the child was 
?jD"ed by a deep-laid conspiracy in which, perhaps, almost all 
the people of Mathura, besides the Gopa* of (iokula and 
ihe Xagai of the forest, joined. The Maliavsr it a in more 
than one place gives ua to understand thp t Kansa waa des¬ 
troyed through the united efforts of all the Vriims. in the 
Sava Viuy a* Chapter CXVit, Sloka 8. Vfdura addr- 
jjhntaraihtra thus— 
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chief of the Gopas, They also communicated 
with the chief of the Nagaa,—the two nearest 
powerful men with whose help and co operation 
they hoped to overthrow the tyrant. They 
left no stone unturned to save the child of 
I>evaki,—the child whom they all believed to 
be the heaven's ordained Saviour of Mathura. 


When all Mathura was eagerly expecting 
for the eighth conception of Devaki, Vasu- 
deva’s another wife, named Rob ini, conceived. 
Kan pa’s persecutions had become so unbearable 
and the people had become so impatient that 
many of them thought the expected child of 


* ,r rbe Andbakaa,, the Yadavas md the Bhojaa, uniting 
together, abandondcd Kansy. At the request (of the whole 
tribe ), Harm was hilled by that slayer of foes, Krishna/ 1 

In the Vagavata, Skanda X 3 Chapter VIII * and in Vishnu 
pur an a Part V, t Sec, VI,, wo hnd the priest of the Vriim race* 
named Garga, secretly corner to Qokula and as secretly per- 
forma the initiatory rites of Krishna, In Vagavata, Bkand.a 
X. y Chapter 36th, Kmaa says : —“When they ( S-' T tu an 41 
Krishna) would be destroyed, their friends and allies, Vamdeva 
4R-1 other Vriims, Yojai and Dasarah* will easily bo des¬ 
troyed. I shall also destroy my avaricious father Cgrasena, 
hit brother Devaka and others who are rebellious against me, 
Vavu Funna* Chapter 34th, Sloka* 98-200, distinctly says 
that there was a conspiracy and a secret plot to overthrow 
K&nsa, 

'V ■ ■ 
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ivtii to be the identical one alluded to by 
*ET prophecy- They, therefore, determined 
to save it. Boh ini was secretly removed to 
the nomad settlement and kept hidden in the 
house of Nanda,* where in course of time a 
hoy was born of her. 

A. few months after, Devaki conceived. 
Another strenuous effort was made to remove 
her out of the reach of the tyrant king. Bat 
she and her husband were kept prisoners under 
lock and key in a cell where none could 
reach them. Bailing to remove her, the cons¬ 
pirators thought of removing the child as 
soon as it would be born. They bribed the 
i guard, they won over the best confidante 
) of the king, and secretly sent words to the 
Gupn arid the Naga chiefs ; they made every 
arrangement to make an exchange of Devaki’s 
- child with another. It was absolutely neces¬ 
sary to keep the birth of the child a dead 
secret, for if Kansa was not thus deceived, he 
would move heaven and earth to find out the 
child and destroy it. It would then be im¬ 
possible to save the child from the foaiful 




♦ Wa shall later on quote thot« port'ons of the Vishnu 
t ran a, Harjvansa and V&gavata where it is narrated how the 
child Krishna was saved and how an exchange of him was 
made with the child of Nanda, 
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might 


m 

of the cruel king, wherever 
be kept. 

But who would agree to allow his or her 
dear child to be exchanged with that of Devak . , 
knowing it fully well that it would be merci- 
lassly destroyed by ttie cruel Kans& f ^ V/ as 
the,ro such a noble roan or woman in all 
Mathura who could make this groat sacrifice t 
Searches were made, and many people in and 
around Mathura were appealed to, till at last 
the great and noble Nanda offered his child, 
which was expected to be born almost fflrouk 
taneouslv with that of the Vrisni princess. 


CHAPTER IV 


THE BIRTH OF KRISHNA 

It was the midnight of the 8th day of 
the Lunar month in the black fortnight, of the 
fourth month of the Solar year,* when the 
constellation Jtohini (Aries) was in the ascen¬ 
dant and the constellation Aswini (Taurus) and 
withers and also all the planets were favour- 
aide,—it was on that memorable night, some 
three thousand five hundred years ago, that 
Krishna was born in the prison cell of the 
"Vrisni citadel in the holy city of Mathura, f 
One of his biographers says :— 

“The moment became endued with nil 
good properties. The sky became clear ; the 
stars shone in brilliancy ; the cities, the vil¬ 
lages, the pastures and the mines, passed 
through a great change ; the waters of the 
rivers became purer ; the lakes and tanks 
«hone in beauty with lotuses and lilies ; the 


* it wa* Wednesday of the month of Vadra ( about the 
day of September), 

f Vishnu Fnraraa, Part V. t Sec, ill. 
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blossomu of wild trees 
began to sing in great 
and the Gandharvas 


opened up ; the birds 
delight : the Kinnarax 
sang ; the Siddhas and 
the Char anas recited hymns, tire Vydyadharas 
and the Apsaras danced, the Jiishis and the 
Celestials* showered flowers on earth. At 
such an hour of the night, the Exalted One 
took Ms birth in the world. ”t 


Another says “The pious obtained now 
delight : the strong winds were pacified, and 
the "rivers Slowed silently : the oceans made 
music with their munnurings the Gctndhar- 
vas began to sing, and the Apwras began to 
dance the celestials, stationed in the sky, 
began to shower flowers, and the holy fire 
glowed with a mild flame. 

Only a few lines below, the same authors 
write that it was a very stormy and tearful 
night. It was a night when rain wm pouring 
like a sheet of waters,—when blazing lightnings 
were flashing from one corner of the sky to 
the other,—when dreadful thunder was roaring 


<* The Kinixsras, Gandhsrvai, Siddhai, Charanss, Vydba- 
Jliaras, Apsaras and tbs CeWhis are higher being* than 
man. They are often mentioned in Sanskrit works, 
f Vagivat*, Stands X., Chapter III, Slokaa 1*8, 

J Vishnu Furana, Part Y., See. III., Slokas 3-5, 
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fearful hurricane was blowing, shaking the 
earth to its very centre. 

In this fearful night the child was born. 
As soon -as it was bom, Vasudeva wrapped it 
up with a cloth and hastily came out of the 
prison cell, the guards and the friends outside 
helping him to pass but secretly and noiseless¬ 
ly from the dungeon.* 




* Wo shall quote the descriptions of this portion of the 
itory front the Vishnu Parana and Vagavata, We would 
aib our readers to form their own opinion. 

Vishnu Parana, Part V., 8ec, III,, save "The guards 
and g3te*keepers of Mathura wore all charmed with Yoga- 
tuira (goddeai of illusion) and none of thorn obstructed the 
paasage of Vasudevi, It was raining heavily at that time, 
md the many-headed STaga, Shea ha, followed Vaiujfora, 
spreading his hoods over his head. And when he, with the 
c’hild in his arms, crossed the Jamitna r deep and dangerous 
it was containing many Whi, pools, its waters worn silent 
and rose not above hii knees, 

Vagavatt, Sktnda X, Chapter III., saye :—"By the 
power of that illusion, the consciousness of the gate-keepers 
and the citizens m destroyed. They all fell into a deep 
sleep, Ihe doors and the gates, barred with Iron shutter* 
and strongly bound with iron chains, gave way as soon as 
VaandevA appeared before them with the child. Tips clouds 
roared and rained. ( The Maga ) Acanta went behind shadow¬ 
ing them with hie hoods and thus protecting hem trom the 
rains* 
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Noiselessly did he pass out of the fort, and 
the Naga Chief escorted him up to tho door of 
Nand ah house, whore the child was silently 
exchanged with that of Jasada, the excellent 
fljifG of the nomad Chief, With Nanduh child, 
w hich was a girl, VasudeVa as silently and as 
tnuietly returned to the prison as he went out 
of it % 

Very elaborate hut strictly secret arrange¬ 
ments were made that night by the enemies 
of Kansa to save that auspicious child,—that 
Ordained Saviour of Mathura,—whom Kansa 
was as eager to destroy as they were to s&ve. 
He was out-witted. The Vrisnis with the help 
of the nomad chief and the Naga chieftain 
managed not only to remove the child to a 
place of safety, but to deceive him in. respect 
of the birth of the eighth child of Devakl* 


The Ears varna, Vishnu Parra, Chapter 5$tb, does not 
raention any detail as to how the child wa» removed from the 
prison. It ©imply says that Vasndeva took the child to 
Nanda'a house and there made the eichaiige* 

* If Kama were riot deceived, and if he had com© to know 
thtt his destroyer had been already boro, he would have 
destroyed *11 the children throughout hi* dominions, and 
Hand*’* bouwhold would opt have been spared. Even after 
killing the supposed eighth child of Pevaki, he did not rest 
satisfied, f or in the Vishnu Forma, Part V 4J Sac. IV„ ho 
§»ys n Xet ui vigorously hud out all young children upeu- 
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Toxt morning when intelligence was 
brought- to Kansa that, a female child had been 
born of Devaki, he wildly rushed to the prison 
and notwithstanding the entreaties and supply 
cations of his sister, he seized it by its legs ar^ 
dashed it against the prison wall.* * 

Destroying the eighth child of Devakr, 
.Kansa felt himself safe. His anxiety was gone, 
hja fear was removed ; but he could not pardon 
his sister or her husband. He banished them 
both from his court and his city. J* 


earth, An t let every boy in 'whom there is unusual vigour ho 
killed without mercy/ 1 

* Vishnu Purara, Harivaasa and Vagtvau say that **t soon 
as the child was dashed against the stone, it rase up iota the 
sky and developed iota a goddess, who said, "O fool, he who 
shall kill thee has already taken his birth ” But Vayu PuiUfia, 
Chapter 34th, hlokas 201-203, says that the girl escaped, and 
&h 0 was secretly brought up in Mathura, 

t We need not say that many miracles are narrated in 
- he accounts of the birth of Krishna at given by the Parana*. 
We have not narrated them, as we shall not do it all through 
Chii work. 
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KRISHNA AS A CHILD 

BffT he who would destroy him grew up day by 
day amongst cattle and kine. Hidden away 
h-om the sharp eyes and the cunning spies of 
the cruel tyrant, ho grew up amongst the cow¬ 
herd boys and the nomad girls of the Vrinda- 
vana. He was nourished and nurtured as an 
idol not only of Gokula,* but of all Mathura,f 


# ' ""-* 11 1 * - — 

+ The zmac of the Gopa Qettlomenfc was Gokula* It was 
also called Vraja, 

t Only on a very- few occasions, the early life ,.,f Krishna 
is mentioned in the Mahavarata. But wo hare already said 
m the Introduction that it is not a history of hh life. The 
Maha-sarata ia the oldest of all the works on which w e baee 
our account*. Therefore, before we write the history of the 
early life of Krishna, wc are bound to place before our 
mtde-s what this great work says about it, We get a very 
■short account of Krishna's early life in the Mahavnruta. In 
S:.,-* Parra, Chapter XLI. Siokas 4-11, relate that, Sisu- 

pala, the king of Chedi, thus abused hint. Wc quote tha 
passage ■ — 

' £ Vou have once again given pain to our heart* hy iPCifc- 
deeds of this maiij 8ucli ns hi* killing Fufcamx and 

C 
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settlement of the Gopas lay exten^ 
banks of the Jamuna >—the tapering 
peaks of the beautiful Gcyixtrdhnna rising 
behind it and standing like its guardian angel* 


others. O Bbisma, arrogant and fool as yon are, and also 
desirous of praising Krishna, why does not your tongue split 
into a hundred parte f O Bhieroa, How do you, superior 
you ;:.ra in knowledge, desire to praise this cow-berd whose 
evil repute is toM even by men of childish intelligence ? 
0 Bhisma, if he killed a vulture in his childhood, what is 
there to praise him for that act ? What is there also in hia 
killing two beasts, a horn and a bull, bsth ignorant of the 
actenue of war ? 0 Bhisma, what is there wonderful if this 
until threw down by a kick an inanimate piece of wood, 
namely a waggon ? O Bhisma, in my opinion there was 
nothing remarkable in this man's holding fox* a week the 
Govardhana hill which is like an antdilik 0 Bhisma, ‘while 
sporting on the bills, this man ate a large quantity of food, 
hearing these wonts of yours, many have been much 
astonished Y* 

It is a pity that there h an apparent gap between the 
Chapters XL* and XLL, in the Mahavarata that we now 
possess ; one chapter is evidently lost* It is a great loss* 
to us, for in that chapter Bhisma narrated the achievements 
of Krishna’s early life* In the passage we have quoted, 
Sisupala refers to this speech of Bhisma, hut unfortunately 
the present Hahavarafcn docs not contain it* 

v The village of Gokul* if still in existence some five or 
mix miles from Mathura, It is a straggling village with some 
judders temples. It is very doubtful whether -he presort 
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■Iffwas ornamented with innumerable charming 
creeper.-); it wa-i adored with groves beautiful 
in their sylvan bowers. It resounded with the 
sweet tinklinga of the anklets of the Go pa 
maidens moving about with milk-pots on their 
heads : it thrilled with the joyous laughter 
of merry boys driving cattle to their pens. 
With the bellowing of the cows, with the sweet 
silvery sounds of the bells tied round the necks 
of the calves, with the smell of milk, butter 
and jhee, it breathed a celestial fragrance. In 
this charming land of beauty and bliss, the 
child daily grew up as the idol of the land of 
Surasenaka. 


His childhood, however, passed through 
many a crisis. He was once attacked with a 
fatal disease, but he miraculously escaped. 
His poet-biographers thus describe it in their 
own poetical way :— 

“While they were thus living in Gokula, 
Putana, the child-killer, # taking up Krishna 


site of G'jkula wag the original on*. In one place* H&ri- 
vara^a, Vishnu Farm, Chapter 60th says:—“He saw Vraja 
aear the Grovardhana hill adjacent to the bank of the 
Jamuna'* Modern Gokula is many miles o£F from the 
Govardhaaa hull, 

* Both in the Yagavata and Ftnrlvansa, Put am is des¬ 
cribed as a bird, In the Mahavarata also she has been 
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5§p at night, gave him her breast to sack. 
And whatever child is sucked by Putana at 
night dies instantly, having its limbs wearied 
and exhausted. But Krishna, laying hold of 
the breast of Putana with two hands, sacked it 
with such a violence that he drained off' her 
life ; and the terrible Putana, roaring .aloud 
and giving- way in every point, fell dead on the 
ground. Hearing her cries, the poopla of 
(bxkula got up in great alarm. They saw 
Putana lying on the earth with Krishna in her 
arms. Snatching up Krishna, Jasada waved 
over him a cow-tail brush to guard him against 


described as snob. The Hoirivaosa, however/' calls bar the 
nurse of Katm, but the V agaveta calta her a fearful dera.o* 
ue^ Yhhnn Parana describes her simply as a child killer. 
From a simple child filler the Vishnu Parana, Pa<rt VY, 
Cl aptcr V., she is turned Into a bird and a nurse in the Harm 
vanaa, Vishnu I'arva, Chapter 62nd. She then turns out to 
he a terribJ .5 giantess and a fearful demoness in the V&g&vata, 
Skanda X*, Chapter VL It is very difficult to say definitely 
ivhftfc the authors o€ the Puranas really meant by Pabion, 
Putana means a kind of bird, and again Putana means a 
sort of children’a disease* In the Harivansa, Chapter VI, 
Bh>kas 11-12, we had it distinctly mentioned that at the time 
when Krishna was born, Vrindavima was infeed with 
various kinds of fearful birds* Again in one of our greatest 
works on medicine, namely tfusmta, we hud in rU Uit&ru. 
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A few months after, he met with another 
very serious accident. One day Jasoda left 
him asleep underneath a waggon, but the child 
soon awoke and cried for breasts. Finding his 
mother away,, he began to kick up his feet. 
Thus struck his feet against the wheels of the 
waggon, He was endued with such extra¬ 
ordinary strength that the waggon was im¬ 
mediately overturned, and all the pc' s and pans 
were upset and broken. All the people came 
and . exclaiming, “Alas ! Alas !” ’ Nanda 
hurriedly took him up on his lap, and Jasada 
offered worship to the broken pots and pans 
and to the overturned Waggon with curds, 
Mowers, fruits and mi bruised grains.^ 

A few months more passed away. The 
child was one day lying on the green grass, 
smiling sweetly and giving inexpressible joy 
to all the Gopa maidens ami matrons that were 


rantra, Chapter 271 h And 37th, that Putona is a fearful 
children's diMage. The Imt inference we have adopted, 

* Vishrnt Parana, P&rt V v Chapter V, 
f Vagavata* * Sktrnda X,, Chapter ‘ifiih saye* that Krishna, 
waH three month* old when this incident took place. In the 
Jlarivunsa the overturning of the waggon precedes the death 
of Putanu, 
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_around him. A fearful bird suddenly 

pounced upon him and carried him away in 
its talons * A great uproar was made ; the 
women shrieked, the boys roared ; the mon 
rushed out with clubs and sticks, but the 


1 


bird soared higher and higher, till at last 
it was seen to drop. It fell only a tew 
yards from the spot from which it carried 
away the child. Men, women and children 
ran towards the place ; they saw that the bird 
was dead, but the child was safe, holding tight¬ 
ly its long throat and lying on its soft feathery 
breast, t 

Thus passed his childhood through many 
serious crises. Narnia and his people became 
more and more cautious to keep him out of 
harm's way. They had undertaken a very 
serious and solemn task ; they had to protect 
and Wing up the saviour of their country. As 
time wore on, they more and more seriously 
fob the weight of the responsibility that lay on 
their head. 


• Vagavftta SkandftX., Chapter 26th says that Krishna 
was one year old when tb:& incident took place. 

f Tina story is not found in the Vishnu Parana or in the 
Harmra&a, Tt h mentioned only in the Vagavata, Skinida 
Chapter V£I. It say a that this bird was a demon named 
Tnnavarta, a servant of Kimsa* 
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1^7 When the child was yet in its first JySML 
sjsfte groat priest of the Trwni race, Garga, 

<me day secretly came to Gpkuia; and 
there did he secretly perform the initiatory 
rites* of the two hoys,—namely the son of 
Ildhini and that of Dovaki. He named tho 
former Ram at and the latter Krishna. Having 
done all that was necessary, he as secretly 
returned to Mathura.! 


* If our read era are curious to learn what sort of ceremo¬ 
nies these initiatory rites were, we would refer them to that 
celebrated Sanskrit work called the Kaipa Sutra. This work 
u divided into three parts, namely (I) Sraitya Sutra* (2) 
Grijhpz Sutra and (3) Sa mayanack arika Sutra , The first 
contains the^accounts of all the principal Sacrifices (Yagixms), 
the second* all rites that were performed on a man from his 
birth to death and the third, the rules of Brahmacharjy i 
(soholasdr life), daily prayers &o, These three works were 
written or compiled immediately after tho death of Krishna* 
They are therefore Uio best history of tho social, religious 
*ud political sbafco of India of that age, Tho Kalpa Sutra 
has boon translated and incorporated in the Sacred Books of 
the Eash edited by Professor Max M tiller. 

f As usual flama had many other names, such as V;a la- 
ram a, Pilatkva, Sankarsaua &o*, &c, Krishna had one 
hundred and eight names, 

X The Harivan^a docs not mention tho peri rmance of 
the initiatory rites by Gurga, 
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KRISHNA AS A BOY 

.Kutshna daily grew up and soon learnt 
to walk. He was extremely handsome in 
person and beautiful in appearance.* He 
was endued with extra-ordinary physical 
strength and supernatural energy ; ' Ins 

* T l>* gwieril idea is that the complexion of Krishna was 
black. The idea has arisen from the fact that tho meaning 
of the word ‘Krishna” is "black.” But from the careful 
study of the Puranas ami the Mahararata, wo fipd liia com¬ 
plexion Was far from being "black." At the time when he 
was born, the Aryans were a golden race. The original 
colour Of their complexion had not then undergone any 
change, though the climate of the plains of India had already 
begun to tell upon it. A few had already been horn who were 
not a* golden as the rest, and amongst them we might place 
Krishna, Arjuno, Draupadi and othera. All these people 
wore called Krishna (black) in contradistinction to others 
who were all golden in complexion. It clearly signifies that 
men of such complexion were then very rare amongst the 
Aryans. The complexion of Krishna was not “black,” but 
was like tii a colour os’ “the newly budded blade of grass,” 
which is that of shining gold with a very faint tmllhmoy of 
black or blue. Krishna also means ‘Anointed.” 
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phenomenal and hid merrt 
waft extreme. His merry laughter 
thrilled through the village, nhd Iiia a\y 
words charmed its every heart. 


The little Krishna became the cynosure 
of all eyes. All the boys and girls of Gokula 
were slowly drawn towards him ; they forgot 
their play-mates,—their brothers and sisters,— 
nay even their own parents. To live with 
him, to piay with him and to pass their time 
with him were their greatest joy. Early at 
the dawn of day, even when the sun had not 
appeared on the horizon, they all rose from 
their beds and ran to the door of Nan dug 
house ; and as soon as he came leaping for¬ 
ward to meet them, they took hold of his 
hands and ran away with him to play. 


He was not only, the beloved of the boys 
and the girls, but all the men and the women 
of' Gokula, both young and old, loved him 
more than their own children. They knew 
not why they felt for him such unusual aftet 
tion ;—they knew not why they grew' so fond 
o? him. With the birth of Krishna love 
pervaded the atmosphere of Gokula ; and 
as he grew up, a great change slowly and 
silently came upon the people. They began 
to love one another more than, they did before. 
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and diasettsiong disappeared, anC 
happiness reigned in every house.* 

' Krishna was here, there and everywhere. 
Now he was amongst the calves 1mIt mg ^hem 
by the tails : now he was on the top of the 
tree, imitating the sweet notes of the buds. 
Now he was dancing on the lawn to the great 
delight of the maidens; now he was running 
amidst the heaps of ashes and fifth to t 
oreat consternation oi the mation, | i b 
over-sprighUineas of little Krishna filled Jnsada 
with grelt alarm . the boy ran dashm^y 

amongst the wild bulls and vicious cows 1 e 
ran after ferocious wolves and rabid Jackals , 

"TfaTto Vagivata, Stand* X., Chapter XIII., Stoka. 
30-37, Valadeva, marking tb|» wtwnderM manifestation o. 
love in Vrindavana, S ap,-“Wkat wonder is thmt M 
the love oE tko Gokula people formerly increased daily .or 
Krishna, so it does now for then- own children. My mmd 
also i~, full of love for them. What is this ifaya (Ulrnnon) ? 

t It appears that Krishna's conduct w*a above a.I 

complaints. Wo find in the Vagavata, Standa X., Chapter 
VIIf * deputation of Gokula women waited upon Jaeiula 
with a long of grievances and complainta a S a,«st mm. 
Tbi is what they S aid,~ , ‘Xo«r boy sometimes lets loose the 
Clvos when they should be kept tied. If we reproach h,m, 
he laughs and rims away. Like a thief he -ometones cats 
ap our curd and milk. What ho cannot cat, he gives awoy 
ho the monkeys* 1 ' 
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on the top. of the tallest trees’ 
'thence jumper! down into the rushing currents 
of the Jmmma. He had a thousand and one 
hair-breadth escapes. Though the loving eyes 
of Jasadn,—nay of all the women of Gokulft,— 
were upon him, yet they could not keep him 
out of the path of danger. To keep him quiet 
iu one place was as impossible to them as to 
stop the rolling and foaming currents of the 
river that rolled by their village. Not to speak 
of loving Jasada, the hearts of all the Gokuln 
women were in a continuous trepidation for 
his sake. They could not attend to their 
household duties, 

^ One day Jasada got tired of watching him. 
She ran after him, and after catching him, 
she tied a strong rope round his waist. Then 
dragging him near a wooden mortar,* she 
tied the other end of the rope to it and kept 
him fastened there. 


When she went away to look alter her 
house-hold duties, Krishna tried to extricate 
himseli from the long rope tied round his 
waist. In his attempt to do it, he began to 


* These ‘mortars were made of the trunks of big trees. 
They were shaped like the letter X., one side being dug out 
to mako a hole in which grams were put and then pounded 
by along wooden peede* These mortars were generally one 
mairnd and a half in weight 
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Yrag^the heavy mortar after him. It fell on 
its side and then rolled after him till io stuck 
fast athwart two Arjuna* tree.-. lie pulled 
the rope with all his might, and soon were 
the two big trees uprooted ; they then fell 
with a tremendous noise. 


Hearing the cracking noise, the inhabitants 
-of Yraja came to see what the matter was. 
They saw the two huge trees with broken 
branches and stems lying on the ground and 
the boy stuck between them with a long rope 
tightened round his waist. He was laugh¬ 
ing ;—f lie was a stranger to fear.| 


* These Utea are generally of small siae. They are 
called in Bengali nnd English Kurvckij in latin Wright 
anti-dijM/ttric®. 

f Vishnu Parana, Part V„ Sec, VL 

£ The Paranas say that those two trees were in fact two 
celestial beings called '/aknhas t who were converted into trees 
by a (inra^—a state from which they were relieved by Krishna* 
the incarnation of Vishna, who broke down these two trees 
in Ids childhood 

The Vagavata, ,'kanda X., Chapter T2C-, Slokaf 22*28 
says ;—“These two trees in their previous life were the two 
son* of Kavera (iho god of wealth). For their great pride* they 
were converted into trees by the carte of ITarada* They were 
named Nalaknvera and Manigriva, Both of them were very 
handsome,*' The Vngavata Bays it repaired many pieces of 
ropcii before Jasada could bind Krishna; AJl the Puranaa say 
that because he war’ thus bound* he was called ZJomu&am* 



CHAPTER VII 


KRISHNA IN THE VRINDAVANA 

On account of the appearance of Putana 
and Brinavarta, and of the over-turning of the 
waggon and the up-rooting of the tree.?, the 
mind of Nanda was filled with misgivings. The 
ciders took those circumstances with alarm ; 
they considered^ them as evil omens. The 
thought of leaving Gokula and looking for 
some other forest for their habitation and ’ pas¬ 
ture-ground was uppermost in every one's 
mind. 

When such was the state of the mind of the 
Gokula people, something happened which 
hastened the departure of the Go pas from then- 
ancient abode. Hundreds of ferocious wolves 
infested the forest. They made great havocka 
amongst the calves, and grew to be an intolera¬ 
ble pest * The whole country was filled with 


+ TIiis atoiy is found only in the Hadmnsa, Vishnu 
Birva, Chapter 64th. It runs to the elect .that in order to 
take the Gopna to the beautiful Ydndavan^ Krishna him¬ 
self created these wolves from the down of tia body, 
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. i j their depredations left the Gopas 

them, a "“ erna tive than to leave Gokula and 
^ r si . a me other pasture-ground. 

' One day they all met together and thus 
s Armed their chief“We cannot any 
^longer remain in this place. Let us go uO some 
other part of the forest. Many evil omens 
threaten us here with destruction. Let us 

leave this place and go to the Vnndctv<mct. * 

Xanda replied, “If you consider that we must 
leave Vraja to-day, then ask all to get^ ready at 
once. Let them not make any delay.' 1 ! 

So the order was passed. A great com¬ 
motion broke out all over the village, and 
preparations were being made everywhere. 
The well-fed bulls wore soon yoked to the 
waggons ; the tents were pulled down a nd the 
canvas-sheds were rolled up into bundles. Pots 
and pans were placed on the waggons and the 
children, the old and the infirm, took their seats 
on them. Conchs and trumpets were blown, 
and the kine and the calves were brought out 


* The Vagavata says that one mm old man, named 
“Up on and a : spoVe these words to Iffanda, but the Vishnu 
PTirana or Hamansa does not mention any name. Vishnu 
Furaaa, however, says that Trindavana ivas selected by 
Krishna himself* 

■j- Vishnu Pur ana, Fart V*, Sec. VL 
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lof The Gopa maidens, clad iu ya. 

coloured clo thes mtL- adorned with boauti'.’T 
walked wit' 1, — - u ' 


ear-sings, walked with milk-pots 


on 


- , « 

heads. They passed out of Gokula. iu rows, 

singing their sweet and melodious rural songs * 
The Gopas,—young and old,—armed with 
various weapons, drove before them the flocks 
of kine and calves, while their priests followed 
them chanting the hymns. 

Soon did they leave behind them their 
once happy and beautiful Gokula. It became 
then filled with crows, dogs, jackals and wolves. 
All its life and beauty ' being gone, it iooked 
like a dreary desert. 

Slowly did they move on, resounding all 
the forest with their shouts, with the thrilling 
sounds of their trumpets, with their songs, nmt 
with their merry peals of laughter and uproari- 
ous jokes, till at last they arrived at the Beauti¬ 
ful wood of Vrindavana. There did they stop 
placing their waggons in the form ' of a 
crescent.t Within that semi-circle, protected 
uu three sides by their heavy waggons, they 
drove in their cattle. 


* ^iis Ascription is taken from Vishnu Parana; Fart V,, 
VI, Harivansa, Vishnu Faira, Chapter 69 tin and 
Vagavata, Skanda X Chapter XL 
t Viahnu Parana, Fail V, f Sec* VI 
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r-~ * 'xiio men at once began to cat down the 
with their axes, and the women to cleanse 
ir tho ground:; with their broomsticks. Tents 
were pitched and canvas-sheds were raised, 
pr , ' and pans were taken down from the 
\v\ gems, and tires were lit all over the place. 
Th forest, which had been echoed only with 
the melodious notes of the birds was now 
resounded with the shouts of the Go pas. The 
wild animals fled in fear, the beautiful stags 
and the gentle deer looked up in wonder ; the 
peacocks wildly shrieked and the birds fteW 
away from their neshs. # 

Nanda and his clan soon settled down m 
their new home, and whon night stepped in, 
silence slowly pervaded the atmosphere. 


* Hamansa, Vishnu Parv% Ohaptev Goth. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
FIGHT WITH KALIYA 

In' the,latter end of the summer the Gopo’s 
cnme to the Vrindavana,* and the rainy season 
soon set in. The two boys, Rama and Krishna 
along with innumerable other Gopa boys, daily 
went out to tend the cattle. When the shade of 
evening fell over the forest, when the sun rolled 
down the horizon gilding the leaves of the trees 
with glittering gold, they thou blew their 
pipes, collected their cattle, and winded bad: 
r.heir steps towards their home, singing in cho¬ 
rus the sweetest song that was ever heard in 
the solitude of a wild forest. 

But the Vriiidavana was not as free from 
danger as it was charming and beautiful. The 
best part of it was infested by the wild Naga* 


'* Vishnu Puram, Part V*> Sec* VI., and Harivanga, 
Viahmj Parra, Chapter 64th say that Krishna was seven years 
of age when k& came to the Vrindavana* but Vagavata, Skanda 
X, Chapter XIL 4 Sbka 36, says that he was only Eve* 

7 
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vfiosc chief, K. ally a,* ruled over a vast tract. 
It also abounded in various kinds of ferocious 
animals, Thus the G-opas were neither undis¬ 
turbed, nor secure in their new home. They 
were always in great foar of the fierce Names 
and the more fearful wild beasts. But the 
wonderful boy who was daily blazing up 
amongst them like a mass of tiro soon came to 
their rescue, t 


When he saw that his beloved parents, 
iiis dear playmates, his fellow-men and women 
were all troubled by the wild animals and the 
fierce Nagas, he resolved to rid the forest of 
all its pests. | 

One day when he went out to tend the 


* All the Purauas mention this Naga, but they describe 
him as a '‘make.” We shall quote later on some passes 
from the Vishnu Parana which will show that we are justilltfti 
in rejecting the theory that he was a ^tako. 1 * 

f In Harivansa, Vtehmi Faxva, Chapter 13tb, the Gopas 

sa y i _fThrough your favour this entire Gopa settlement: has 

been rid of all its enemies and made a blessed region- ' 

* Vishnu Parana and Harivanaa mention two wild 

a bull, ai|4 *«*»*. * whkh 

Krishna killed before he left Vriadavana for Mathura. Put 
the Vagavtta speaks of the destruction of five others, namely 
Vaisiti a calf, Vaka } a crane, Agha, a snake, Sanfihachura* 
a Jakeha, and Boma, an Asura. We have not described in 
this work the destruction o£ any wild animals by Krishna. 
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t'jlc., he secretly slipped away from hU com- 
paolons and boldly walked into the Naga settle- 
merit.* He challenged the .Naga chief to a 
single combat. A fierce encounter ensued, and 
the delicate boy of nine beat the stalwart, black 
Naga. The noise brought out all the wild men 


We shall, therefore, (juofee one short passage from Vishnu 
Purana, Part V., See, XIV, 

"'Duo evening whilst Krishna was engaged hrthe Raska- 
dance, the demon Arisbta, disguised as a bull, came there 
striking terror into the hearts of all. Being seized with, fear 
on seeing that dreadful bull, the eow-hctfrls and their females 
tried oufc ( “Krishna l Krishna 1“—Krishna then shouted and 
slapped hia arms in defiance. When the demon hoard his 
voice, he turned upon his challenger ; and fixing his eyes and 
pointing his horns at the belly of Krishna, ho run furiously 
upon him. Krishna did not stir 3 single pace, but, smiling 
in sport and derision, he awaited tho approach of the bull. 
He then Seized him and held him by the horns, whilst he 
pressed his sides by his knees. He then wrung his throat as 
if it were but 4 piece of wet cloth. Then tearing o it one of 
the horns, he beat the dreadful demon with it until he died 
vornifeting blood. 1 ' 

* The Furanas have described Kaliya as a fearful snake 
living at the bottom of a lake. They say that Krishna dived 
down and fought with him. Hariransa, Vhhmi Farva, 
Chapter 67th, says—Situated only two miles n tth of tho 
Oopa settlement,, Chore was an extensive lake/ 1 Vag||at» f 
Skanda X., Chapter XVI,, Sloka 6* aayg^K) kifig, thera 
was a lake in the Kalindi (Jamtttta)” 




SRIKR1SHNA 


<SL 


from their huts. They stood gazing in won¬ 
der at the extraordinary boy who was fighting 
with their powerful chief. 

Here iu the forest the Gopa boys, missing 

their beloved Krishna, ran to the spot whence 

the uproar came. When they saw what i. ashna 
was after, thev were seized with great alarm. 
They van back to their homes as quickly as 
their leers could carry them, screaming all the 
w.v “Krishna has foolishly jumped into the 
lake of the Kaliy* Nag*”* 

His biographer then addt ‘Hearing 
these words which appeared to them as t m 
bursting of thunder, the Gopas and.their wivk 
with Jasada at their head, proceeded in all speed 
towards the lake. ‘Alas' where is Krishna 
<rone!’ they cried. Being great .y he wduered 
and terrified, Jasada and the other Gopa 
women ran in all possible haste. The nighty 
Kama and the Gopa chief Handa and t o 
other Gopas all soon came to the bank ot th, 
there they eaw him sunro^ded 
by the innumerable Hagas. Nanda and 3 asa- la 


* This is a quotation from Vislitm Parana. The l^ranas, 
as we have already said, l>av<j described Ka.iya aa a * nak 

living at the bottom of a lako, 

| Vishnu Parana* Fart V. r Sec, Vlf* 
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^biti^pLghtdixed. out of their wits. The wives ot 
the other cow-herds, stricken with grief, wept 
aloud.” 


But in the meanwhile Krishna had thrown 
the great Haga chief down on the ground. He 
had pressed him to the earth and stood on his 
prostrate body. The Haga had fainted, and 
his life was at his victor's mercy. Seeing their 
great chief thus discomfited by a mere buy,— 
nay a child,—the Nagas in great consternation 
fled ia all directions* Their women, struck 
with awe, came trembling and weeping to 
Krishna with their folded hands. They fell on 
their knees and entreated him to spare the life 
oi their chief. Krishna smiled and allowed the 
half dead Naga to rise. He spared his life, but 
he commanded him to leave the forest at once. 
He readily obeyed and left Vrtnclavana that 
very day with all his people.^ 


* It is extremely difficult to make out what the authors 
*>f !he Purartas really meant by Krishna's combat with Kalina, 
It is capable of three interpretations, namely :— 1 

(*) That he really killed a very dangerous snake that 
infested the waters of the Jumuna* 

(i) That he fought with the chief of the wild-men and 
drove him from the "Vrindavana. 

f ) That it is an allegory signifying that Krishna who was 
an incarnation of God subdued the influence of Kalya which 
mean* Time. 
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'His biographer continues,—“When the 
Nag a had departed, the cow-herds received 
back Krishna as one risen from the dead. They 
embraced him and bathed his forehead with 
tears of joy.’** 

They were all filled with great astonish¬ 
ment at the undreamt-of exploit of the wonder¬ 
ful boy. They felt an undeseribable awe and 
respect for him. From that day that little boy 
virtually became their guide, leader and chief. 


We have rejected the first and the third theories and 
accepted the second. If Klaliya were really a snake, the 
Puran&s would have described this affair exactly m the way 
they have described the destruction of the other animals by 
Krishna. They would not have made Kaliya a make-god 
and given him human shape, features, speech &c. Vishnu 
Parana, Fart V., Sec. VTI., saySj—^Ko was surrounded by 
many other snakes and hundreds of serpent nympht, adorned 
with rich ornaments,whoso ear-rings glittered with brilliancy 
as the wearers moved along,” The Vagavata, Skauda X, 
Chapter XVX* stys,— -'^His (Kaliya's) wives came to him 
With dishevelled hair and disordered clothes." 

And again if it were such a sublime allegory, the authors 
of the Paranas would have put it in the later period of 
Krishna's life when he was acknowledged/ to be God, Instead 
of at a period when he was but a boy, and when none knew 
what stuff be was made of. We believe, therefore, that the 
whole affair was simply kis successful encounter with a strong 
wild-man* 

* Vishnu Parana, part V., Sec. VIL 
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SPORTS IN THE FOREST 
n .,„ dav Krishna desired to hold a grand 

attsfew w .«*• . 

p «w ** r'Zvao^A p £: 

t e oY "g'.W» put ou " d 

sssss^Jnia 

A long yellow sheet han- from his 

down to his knees and a piece of cloth was 
girded round his loins.t He was charmingly 

1 _ _____—-- : " 

^"viahnu Parana and H.arivanaa do not record tta pgj=. 

ftdhl "Adi, a».p.r». 1.1. «*•;>■ J*r 

SJy , «* «.<» m .*»- a*?rdSL. i. wtn- 

Jd ,1„UL Hi. i».g- «T »« — “ „ 

Lpi» At ... *.—» *«•*• h ” ■■ *“"• St * 

Vigavata, Skanda X., Chapter XL, Siokas Q - 6 * 
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sdi^ie, and beautiful was his enchanting 
v Nb5h.e< His noble and lovely appearance as he 
was seen in the Vrindavana has come down to 
us from generation to generation through many 
hundreds of years, built is still as fresh in the 
memory of India as it was three thousand five 
hundred yearns ago in the Gopa settlement in 
the forest of Mathura. 


Awaking the boys and blowing his horn, 
lie came out of the village, and hundreds of 
lovely boys hastened after him with horns, 
whips and pipes in their hands. They brought 
together their calves and kine ; ar mingling 
them with those driven by K dma, they 
merrily went on,—some dancing, *ome singing, 
and others playing on their pipes. 


As they passed through the settlement, 
hundreds of pretty girls ran up to the doors of 
their hats. They looked at the procession with 
feelings of joy and admiration. Fond Jasada 
with tears in her eyes stood at the threshold 
of her house gazing at .Krishna as long as he 
remained in sight. She stood there mentally 
praying for his safe return. 

When at last the boys reached the pasture* 
ground, they let loose their cattle to graze. 
They then began to play, sport and frolic 
about. Some danced with tht* peacocks, some 





SPORTS IN THE FOREST 

on their pipes ; some sang with ttu? 
;§s, some imitated the sweet notes' of the 
Kokilai : some ran after the shadows of the 


birds that flew along tho sky, some walked 
whirling about, mimicking the slow and 
majestic motion of the swan, and some pulled 
the monkeys by the tail, and with them leaped 
from bough to bough. The whole forest thus 
rolled in a sea of joy and merriment with their 
hearty laughter and joyous shouts. Krishna 
played with them all.' Those hundreds of 
loving boys loved him with all the love they 
felt in their innocent little hearts. And so 
equally flowed the wonderful love of that 
wonderful boy that one and all of them were 
individually conscious that Krishna loved him 
the best.* 


At last the boys gathered together and 
stood round their beloved leader. They sang 
in chorus joining their sweet strains with 
those of their friend and guide. When Krishna 
sung, _ the whole forest was filled with a 
celestial cadence. The deer stood spell-bound, 
the peacock danced, the birds lay quiet on 
the trees,'—all stood enchanted as his sweet 
voice thrilled through the air, rising higher 


* This description, is taken from tho Vsgavata, Sl'anda 
X., Chapter XII., Slokis 1-9. 
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a sea 


higher till all seemed to be 
bliss,* 

He then took up his ever sweet pipe «ad 
played on it some of his favourite tunes. Ate 
sweet notes rent the air, enchanting all the 
birds and beasts. It pierced through the 
higher and higher strata of the atmosphere. 
Ill the distant Gopa settlement, the men raised 
their heads and listened to it, the women gave 
up their household duties, the _ maidens talt 
an undeserihable uneasiness in their minds, and 
the lit.tie girls began to dance with its music, i 
When the sun passed the meridian, 
Krishna took the buys to the beautiful banks 
of the Smmma. There did they all eit Agm 
to their homely luncheon, I hey talked, they 
laughed, they' made themselves merry as 
they ate on. Some of them said, ‘ O Kama, 
O Krishna, there is a nice palmyra grove 
close by. The trees are loaded with ripe trails, 
the smell of which perfumes the air. But the 
o-rove is infested by an wild ass. None could 


* In all the Puranas, in the Harivansa, and also in the 
Mahavavata, Krishna is held to be one of the best and the 
greatest songsters and musicians of his ago. He was a 
genius in mnaie, as he was in everything else. 

f His playing on the pipe is one of tho incidents of his life 
that is haown even to a child in India. 










denture near it. We 
some of these fruits 
some ?”* 


Kama and Krishna rose and went to the 
palmyra grove. It was but a moment’s task 
for the very powerful Rama to kill the brute, 
He caught hold of its hind legs and hurled it 
round till it was dead, They then ^ secured 
many fruits and came back to their play¬ 
mates. 


# Viatmu Parana doe a not mention any names, but the 
Vagavaia says the boys, named Sudama, Snvata and others* 
spoke of the fruit* to Bama and Krishna. Hirivanw, bow 
eyet) days tW it was Krishna himself who proposed to get 

them. 


t 







CHAPTER X 



THE GREAT BANIAN TREE 


There was a very gigantic Banian tree in 
■one part of the forest.* In their ramblos the 
boys discovered it one flay, and since then it 
became the chief place of their meeting. When 
merry and playful, they played and sported 
underneath its extensive shade, and when tired 
and fatigued, they rested and slept under this 
grand sylvan canopy. 

It stood covering a very large kpaee. of 
ground. It stood with many out-spreading 
bumehes, eaoh of which had sent down innumer¬ 
able offshoots to the ground. Beautiful orchids 
of various charming colours hang from its over¬ 
hanging boughs ; creepers in flowers ran up 
entwining its branches ; ferns in delightful 
groups lay near and about its stupendous 
trunk. Wild flowers in all the colours of 
the rainbow filled the air with their sweet 


■% This gigantic Banian tree has been called by all the 
Fuianas as the great Bhandira B&to* It was certainly a very 
remark able tree. 




THE GREAT BANIAN TREE 

i*' Birds from within its dense foliage 

_„i their sweet melodious notes,—it was 

an exquisite sylvan bower which Nature had 
made with all the arts that She alone possessed/" 
Underneath this grand tree, Krishna with 
bis play-mates daily held various sports. They 
were exceedingly delightful, exciting and eilli¬ 
citly, and drew innumerable boys from far and 
near. Whoever came was heartily welcomed 
by Krishna and his companions, and as time 
wore on, hundreds multiplied into thousands 
chat followed Krishna as shadow follows the 
substance, t 

Their sports were various. Sometimes, 
they wrestled and sometimes they boxed ; now 

I This description is taken from tho Harivartsa, Vishnu 
Chapter 67th* 

f Tho Pur anas <to not say that other bays besides the 
cowherd# used 1,0 cotao and join in the sports organized by 
Kri-h-a. But by a careful study of thorn alt, we.have come 
tot e conclusion that such was the case. Our readers will 
find n tliis Chapter that one Praiibba was killed by Bama. 
He cme and joined in the sport, though his presence wa* 
not ndiced, 1 f outsiders were not in the habit of Coming to 
the ■ pi ts, Vralamha would not have been able to pais on- 
Observ by at least Krishna, who knew all his play-mates and 
all tho bw-herd boys of the Vrindavana, by name, Vaga- 
vata, Ska da xj Chapter XVIII., Sloka, 18, however, says 
that Kiitha marked his presence from the beginning. 
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'-tlieyithvew stones and now they fought with 
the wildest bull that was in their flook. Some¬ 
times they held competitions in binning, jump¬ 
ing and riding, and sometimes in swimming, 
rowing and diving. Often did Krishna divide 
the boys into two parties and organise a battle 
with all the requisites of war.* Hat they 
)level’ fought in anger and vengeance and 
never fell out amongst themselves. No ill 
will was ever bred in that land of love and 
amity, f 


* Vishnu Purana s Fart V. f Sec. IX*, says,—'Those two 
highly powerful brothers engaged in exercises, ; n swinging 
upon the boughs of trees, in ’ boxing and wrestling- and in 
htuling stones/ 1 

VjTarivansQj Vishnu Parva, Chapter 72nd, says,—/'Thjtnj 
t*YO Hoii-Iike heroes cheerfully engaged in various sorts of 
fights and warfare wkh the cow-herd boys/’ 

Vugnvata, Skanda X. f Chapter XVII1„ says,— ifonia 
and Krishna engaged themselves sometimes in w Iking, 
sometimes in throwing & tones, sometimes in draggiiv one 
another and sometimes in wrestling/* 

Our readers will find later on that when Krishna jecante 
the great Prince of Mathura and Dw&rka, he raised i great 
army from amongst these boys. In the gps£, battle of 
Kurokshetra, these Gopa warriors, who were ki\y t by the 
name of Sansaptakas, were the ablest soldiers anyth o great 
est heroes, See Hahavarata, Odyoga Parva, OhaperVEL 
f See Vishnu Purana, Part V, ? Sec IX* 



THE GREAT BANIAN TREE 

_ae of his biographers goes on to say*— 
«Qne day 'having seen Krishna and Rama 
thus engaged in sports, the Asura Praia tuba 
came there in. the guise of a cow-herd boy with 
the intention of stealthily carrying them off 
in to the deepest part of the forest where he 
could easily murder them. That chief of the 
A.suras, assuming a human shape, mixed with 
the bo vs unobserved and unsuspected. ’ 

“The boys were then playing at the game 
of leaping like deer,—two and two together. 
Krishna was matched with Sudama, and Rama 
with Pralamba. The rest were matched with 
the other boys, and they all went leaping 
along, two and two together. Krishna and 
Raima beat their respective adversaries. Then 
according to the rules of the play, the defeated 
boys began to carry their victors on their 
shoulders? They had thus to go for a certain 


* Except this Pralamba and Rally?, ail the other crca 
turea that Ktfibna and Rama killeu in the Vrindavana have 
been distinctly described in the Pur anas as vrlW animals. 
But Pralamba has been described as an Asura and Kahya as 
a JVnya. All the Oriental scholars now agree in saying that 
the Danavas, Asuras* Nagas &<x ? of the Parana* were hot 
the primtrive peoples of India who were driven away by their 
Aryan invaders, Pralamba, therefore, evidently belonged to 
One of thesa races. 
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number of times from the starting-place to the 
great Banian tree. When they were thus 
playing, Pralamba with Bama on his shoulders 
attempted to run away into the de'.p forest. 
«0 Krishna” cried Rama, “I am can 4 oft by 
a villain disguised as a cow-herd boy. Tell me, 
what should I do.” Krishna laughed and said, 
“Do away with the villain by battering out 
his brains.” No sooner were those . words 
utter id, than Rama pressed Pralamba. with his 
knees and striking him on the head ana face 
with his fists, he beat out his eyes and 
battered he brains down. Vomitting blood, 
Pralamba fell on the ground and died.”* 


* The Furanas describe many other encounters of Knshna 
with many other Alums, described as birds and hmm* Tor 
fear of repetition, we do not describe them* 








CHAPTER XI 

THE fNDRA YAGMA 

Thk rai,.s had been over ; and the autumn 
with its clear, beautiful and bright sky appeared. 
The people of Vraja were, as usual, making 
grand preparations for their great annual 
festival. It was a Sacrifice in honour of In dr a, 
their national. God,* 


* Indra-worship i* the InteE feature of the Vedic religion. 
Indr-i was not originally the chief God of the Aryans. In 
the earlier Rifcjof the Rig-Ved*. his name is hardly met with. 
V'atuna was then the chief God. The Greek Uranus and 
ths Vedic Varunaa are evidently the same deity. See {/■) 
Grate’s Greece, Vol. L, p. 6. and (6) Oxford Essays for 
1%«, p. 41, 

The Rig-Veda, Mandata -5, Sukta 85, Rik 1, and Ibid, 
mandate 1., Sukta 24, Rik 7, and also Gloss of Sayanacbarjya 
on the Kig-VeJa. Mandata 2, Sukta 89, Rik 3, bear out our 
t 'Orfion. it appears that Indra-worship was not introduced 
into India without a struggle. In many Mantrap of the Bi#- 
Veda, the Very existence of Indra is doubted (Rig-Veda, 
242-5). In many Mantra a an apparent slight baa been cast 
upon h\m (Big-Veda 1470-3). Again in many Mantmt,. 
men are abused as being not Iadra-worehippers (Rig-Veda, 
1-139*1). But finally Indra became supreme and Yanina 
8 
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Seeing them busily anti anxiously engaged 
in mating preparations for a great festival, 
Krishna, out of curiosity, asked the elders, 
“What is this ceremony that you intend to 
perform They replied, “Jmira is the lord of 
the clouds and water. At his bidding the 
clouds pour down water on earth, by which 
grain is produced, and on which we and other 
beings live. It is due to this that the cows bear 
calves,. id give milk, and are happy and well- 
nourished. Whereon the clouds pour water, 
the earth is neither barren of corn, nor bare 
of verdure, nor is man stricken with hunger. 
Having drunk the milk of the earth by means 
of the rays of the sun, Indra, the giver of 
water, pours it down again on earth for the 
sustenance of all the worlds. .For this reason, 
kings and princes offer sacrifices to In dr a at 
the end of the rainy season ; and so also do we, 
and bo do other people.”* . 


became only a subordinate deity, viz. that of water. When 
Krishna was born, Indra was the chief God of the Aryans, 
but it ,v ill be iound that he not only ignored the Indra- 
worship, but he sometimes denied the sanctity of the Vedas. 
See the Vagavala Gita, Chapter Tf- 5 Slokau* 42-^3 t and 
also Boyal Asiatic Society 1 ® Journal, ^oh I., pp* 85-3$, and 
' Part H., p/ 389, and Max Muller’s Science of Language, 

pp 208 - 210 , 

* Vidhn.il Parana, Part V,, Sec, Y, 
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TV them Krishna thus replied, “What have 
weto do with Indra ? Cattle and mountains 
are our gods.” Then turning to his father he 
said, “Father, we are neither tillers nor traders , 
vve are but nomads, sojourning in the woods 
and in the forests. The kine are our main¬ 
stay ; therefore the hills, the forests and the 
cows are our gods. He who enjoys benefits 
from one, but worships another never obtains 
prosperity in this life or in the life to come. 
Therefore let us celebrate a great Sacrifice in 
honour of the hill Govardhana. In this Sacri¬ 
fice let us feed our kine and also all the poor 
and the destitute. Hot us make ourselves merry 
in every way.”* 


So profound was the love, respect and 
regard of the Gopas for .Krishna that they 
■silently and submissively obeyed him. At his 
word they abandoned their forefather’s religion, 
forsook their ancient rites, and followed him to 
the hill of Govardhana to worship Nature.t 


+ The speech of Krishna is utmost word for word the 
same m the Vishnu Parana and IT&rvvansa. The speech in 
the Vagavcvta is more elaborate a .1 philosophical. Wo have 
given it in brief* 

t -As thia ator y baa found place in every P imna, we can¬ 
not reject it as n fiction, Ifc is quite evident that the boy 
introduced a throughly new religion amongst the Gopas led 
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women and children assembled 
the foot of the beautiful hill, and for three 
days* together there was nothing but merri¬ 
ment amongst the simple and happy nomads of 
the charming forest of Vrindavmm. Kino and 
buffaloes were killed in hundreds,* goats and 
sheep were sacrificed in thousands, milk was 
gathered in abundance, and eatables of every 
description were collected from every part of 
that vast Gi-opn settlement.} 

Boys and girls in merry circles danced 
hand in hand ; maidens and matrons sent forth 
their melodious voice ; the Go pas filled the 


atmosphere with their sweet 


songs. 


D; unis. 


by Nanis. Otar readers will find later on that Krishna 
preached and introduced in the world the religion of—we Cnn 
bricily describe it og^worsKipjoing Nature, which 3$ ihc 
visible manifestation of God, and pc t'/orminft which is 

tbti enjoined work of human lift. His Sacrifice in bondin'of 
the hill and the cows war but the germ of the great religion 
that he preached in Ilia later life. 

* Hipqransa* Vis Imu Parra, Chapter 73rd, & ay % th.it the 
festival was continued for three days, but Vislmu Purana- and 
Tagavata do not say any thing. 

f See Harivmisa, VislmO Pairs, Chapter 73. 

| All the Puranas say that when food was offered to the 
hill, Krishna ate it up, although the Gopae cou.odercd tbut- 
the Govardhaim in ita own manifested form ate their offerings. 
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trombones and pipes wore played, con eh s were 
blown, incense was burnt, hymns were chanted 
and odes were sung,—it was a sea of merriment, 
enjoyment and happiness from beginning to 
end. 


In this grand festivity Krishna was the 
central figure. He was the brilliant moon 
from which flowed the sweet and soft beams of 
buss that played on tiro breast of the charming 
hill of Govardhana. 


On tire last day, the Gopas gathered their 
' tie and kine, and decorated them with all 
the art they possessed. Men, women and 
children in their gala dress, blowing their pipes 
and beating their drums, then began to cir¬ 
cumambulate the great hill. Krishna walked 
at t-he head of this grand and wonderful 
procession. It was a magnificent sight,—the 
boy of ten led behind him a great clan to a 
land of joy, comfort and bliss. 

Thus did he raise the Gopas from Nature’s 
simplicity to Nature's sublimity. Thus did he 
O’ing in culture, civilisation and religion 
nmongst ’men unlettered, wild and barbarous, 
fhiis did ho introduce Heaven’s light where 
darkness of superstition reigned.* 


* A Her describing this newly introduced Sacrifice, all the 
Puranae give an account of an extraordinary event, namely 
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tt was an extraordinary event, and the 
Grbpas were struck with astonishment and awe. 
They thus sp'oko to him, “Seeing your powers, 
wo do not look upon you as human. O 
Krishna j the women, the children and the old 


Krishna's raising up the Govardhana hill and holding it for 
■seven days on the hip of one of hig fingers. It is mentioned 
even in the MahavaraU, Sava Parva, Chapter LXL, Sleka 9, 
It a a ys,— 

a 0 Eltismajj in, my opinion there is nothing wonderful in 
this man’® holding for a week the Govardhana hill which is 
like an ant-hill*” 

h i s said that India was enraged at the slight east upon 
him by the Gopaa thus performing a new Sacrifice. He* 
therefore, ordered his ©lonJa to shower on for seven days and 
nights together* In this fearful inclemency of weather, the 
cow-herd* sufi’erd very much. Their cows and calves died 
by handi j s. To protect theu i f pom the mn% Krishna rai d 
the hill nnd the Gopas took shelter under it, Indra then 
acknowledged his defeat, came to Krishna propitiated him 
with 3U ode and went away after making friends of him. 

The Gowm'iVuxna hill is still in existence ; it is not an snt- 
hili as S&tipala said. It is impossible to believe that a boy 
of ten years of ago, or for the matter of that, any be^g in 
human fonn, could have raised it and held it on his finger. 
But the story is found in every Parana, oven in th M&ha- 
varata ; therefore wo behove there is something in it which it 
is now impossible to make out, Tbo following suggestions, 
however, might be mad© ;— 







THE INORA YAGMA 

pleased with you* Even all the celestials 
together cairnot perform the deeds you have 
done. Be you a god* a demon, a Yak alia a 
Gandharva, or whatever order of being you 
may, —we love and respect you, for you are our 
friend/ 1 * 

When they had finished, Krishna remained 
silent for some time as if greatly touched* 
Then he spoke thus to fehenu **If you are not 
ashamed of my relationship, it I have deserved 
your praise, then what need is there thus to 
discuss about me ? if you have any love for 
rue, if I merit your praise, then consider me as 
your friend, I am neither a god, nor a 

frp L hi possible that there ' was a heavy down-pour when 
the Gopas were engaged in their new sacrifice:* &Bd that by 
some means adopted by Krishna,—it might be that he dug 
out a big ca -w in which the nomad people with their cattle 
and khie took shelter,— they were protected in thhj fearful 
inclemency of weather, 

(b) It may be that it is but an allegory signifying that the 
Indrft -worshippers, finding their God sughtod, attacked the 
Gopae and made an attempt to destroy their tww Sacrifice, 
and that Krishna in this armed attack protected the hill on 
which the Go pas took shelter* 

Whatever it be, there is no doubt that something very 
extraordinary was done by him at this period of biw life. 

* The Vagavata says ho was seven years of age at this 
period of bis life, but Harmn&a says he was ten* 
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born as your menu, 
otherwise of me.”# 


# The colloquy quoted above is taken from the Yishivu 
Purana* Hariv&nsa also says that Krishna earnestly nsked 
the Cropas not to e cm si dr him as anything ahe but one of 
them. He never gave himself out that lie waa any higher 
bang than man* In the Mahatfamta, TJdyaga Parva* he 
says,— il l have no claim to the miraculous or siipoimtnrah 
I can but do what is possible in a man.” 




CHAPTER XIX 
THE GREAT DANCE 

The Autumn^ beautiful moon had lighted up 
all the blossoming trees and plants of the charm¬ 
ing Vritiddvana. The ever pretty n- 

silvery ripples slowly rolled on i delicious 
breezes blew over her waves scattering the 
sweetest fragrance ; the sweet notes of the pipes 
of the Gopa boys rose higher and higher till 
all appeared to be in a sea of blissful cadence. 
Nature’s every beauty and sweetness had ga¬ 
thered round on the green grassy lawns of the 
ever beautiful land of the GopaS and the 
Go pin is,^ All the boys and girls had assem¬ 
bled to join in a great dance,f which their 

* Gopini means a female Gopa. 

t The greatest poets a ad devotees of India have with great 
care d scribed Srikrishna/s Qm great dance called the R&sl a* 
Therefore, Vrind’vana and Vrindavaua’o Krishna and his 
maiden companions and their love, sports and dance, have 
taken a deep hold on the mind of the people of India. India s 
poetry, painting mafic,—nay religion, all breathe this love, 
sports and dance of the Gopa maidens with their heart a idol, 
the ever-loving Krishna of tho Vnndavana* Ihou&ands of 
book* have been written on this love-affair, and according to 
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vA friend and leader Krishna had orga¬ 
nised to bo held in that beautiful moon-lit 
night. It was not the first dance. Often did 
Krishna organise many such moon-lit fetes in 
which all the fair girls of the Vrindauana took 
the greatest pleasure in joining They were as 
much mad after him as the boys. Each and 
every one of those innumerable pretty girls 
loved him with all the love that lay in their 
sweet, little innocent hearts. They were the 
personations of innocence and simplicity; they 
were but the creatures of the wilds and the 
forest: they were born in an age when the 
world had not been steeped in sin and sensua¬ 
lity. But they knew how to love, and they loved 
Krishna as only a woman’s heart, never touched 
by the world’s frivolity, could possibly do. 


Lhe taste, feelings and capacity of the different poets, it has 
beeU variously described? In the Vishnu Parana, it fa simply 
tUe pure love of the innocent and simple girls of the forest for 
an exceedingly handsome, accomplished and heroic boy. It fa 
simply a great dance,—a great “BalV—which till exists 
among the nations of Europe. In Barivarm it is a maddening 
love of youthful maidens for a young man. la the ?ag 9 vata 
it m the deep sensual love of passionate and sprightly girls for 
a passionate youth. In the Rrahma-Vaivarfca Parana, it is 
gross carnality. Thus the merry dancing and playful sports 
of innocent, simple and loving boys and girU have in the 
course of time been turned into the grossest sensuality. 








THE GREAT DANCE 


.is biographer* says 1 —“Seeing the 
shy, the autumnal moon, the air perfumed with 
the fragrance of the lilies, anrl the wood mad¬ 
dened with the hummings of the bees, Krishna 
desired to sport with the cow-herd girls. With 
Rama he began to sing in sweet, low strains 
and in chose beautiful measures that women 
loved. As soon as they heard his song, they 
left their homes and hastened to meet him, A 
maiden gaily gang in accompaniment to his 
song ; another listened to his music with all 
attention ; one called him by mime, but then 
shrank in bashfulness ; but another, holder and 
more loving, pressed to his side.’ 1 


His Ipiographev then goes on ;—“Going 
among them, Krishna conciliated some with 
gentle looks and some with shaking their hands. 
As each attempted to remain close to his side, 
t he circle of the dance could not be fo.vneU. 
Therefore he took each by the hand, and 
when their eye-lids were closed by the effect* of 
his touch, he formed the circle. They then 
began to dance in accompaniment to the songs 
in which they celebrated in the sweetest melody 
the beauty of the autumnal season, Krishna 
sang the song of the inoon and her gentle rays, 
—the maidens, however, often chanted his 


* Viahnu Parana, Part V. 9 See. XLU-* Slokas 144 D* 
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ie. When leading, they followed him ; 


when coming back, they met him ; whether 
he went forward or backward, they always 
foiloWud his foot-steps,”* 

In these dances often did Krishna slip 
away from his play-mates anti maiden compa¬ 
nions. Missing him, the girls wildly roved 
.about, seeking him from grove to grove. They 
exclaimed co one another, '‘.Look, here are the 
impressions of Krishna’s feet 1 Some fortunate 
jrii! must have gone with him intoxicated in 
ids love ; her irregular foot-marks show it. 
Here did Krishna gather flowers for her from 
the high boughs of trees, for we find here only 
the marks of the tips of his toes. Because she 
felt vanity for his thus adoring her with 
flowers, Krishna must have left her here and 
gone away by this way ; for behold, unable to 
follow his mot-steps as quickly as he went, she 
has tripped along upon her toes ! Being dis¬ 
appointed, she has returned by this way with 
faltering steps,—her foot-marks indicate it.” 

Tima did he play and sport with the girl- 
on the groen grassy lawns and the beautiful 
shady groves of Vrmdctvana. Thus did he 
impart to the simple life of the forest girls a 
new happiness and joy, a now enjoyment 


* Vishnu Purana, Part V,, Sec. XII., Slokas 46*56. 





-pleasure, a 
things they ne^ 

tended the kirn ... ■ ♦- 

night he held t ^ se sports in which the girls 
iud the maiden^ ^^ the (./opa aettlemont tooj\ 
the moat prornirwrt part. He Lived theniftll ; 
Iuh love flowed # e the eternal Spring of Time 
It was the orai^ manifestation ot that love 
which is superhuB* an > celestial, nay divine.! 


* We have been obliged t? v ^' ct lk,J elaborate and poetical 
ascription of the Vag ivaU,' 1 *> ' ^cription of this affair is 
quite an independent poem tb crofore, ti iero ^ bar(J; 

anything historically reliable in It. It b, ho^ ver » a roost 
beatttifbl “Foean" in its own way. It is perb^P 3 om tkf1 
i sndest paintings of devotional love.—the love Lfve human 

.a al for the Sup rein e O tie. Vishnu *? nrana- an l kl 1 sdv ftllsa 
have described these sports only in a few lh ;a > vke 
V : >cUata describes it in no less than fftvo cha. cers 

Two ntw incidents have been intwu inced b y the \ ag&vatu. 
They are, (1) Krishna's removing the chofc 1 * 8 of the Rmito * d 
^ hen they word bathing, and (1!) som Brali man a womens 
coming to Krishna to p?*y their adora* lon t,J llim ‘ ?oth ^ 
evidently Vagavata’s own creation. 

t We believe we are bound to masons for saying 

that Krishna^ love and dance wer^ ™tbmg hut the innocent 
•ports of merry buys and girls. P is so ^cdy known cs an 
aItair of carnal love,—'specially /^hen some or the I utanas 
have described it as such.—tbati {t w ° m be impossible for us 
to convince all of otir readers A n a toot*note that it could not 

/ 






-existence- It 


fijMre been anything das but the simple shorts of boys and 
girls- We shall, however, sfete seme of oi ir re ngotis, and we 
hope our readers will be at one with us w i*>n they will take 
them into their consideration. 

(tf) Jn the first place, out readers witf jfo$ that Krishna 
was mere a boy when h« left the Vrin^ vana f 0 r Mathura. 

It is admitted in all liquids teat he wu^ only eleven years of 
age whm these sports were he)£ We aeiiously ash our 
readers to say whether it M ^ >!3& *! : ]le for a boy of eleven to 
entertain any id' ea 0 f caraa ij t , 

(b) Secondiy j w j)en Krishna was moat foully abused by 

Sisupala (Vido tlie Mahavar tUi Sava, Farva,} he was never 
charged by hife with sensuality- H he really did what some 
of the Parana wanted to believe, he would not have been 
spared by Sb How here in the Mahavarata, which ia a 

much earlier wo^ than amy of the l 1 nr an as, we find that he 
h described as a u^ n 0 f ] ow a character. The next earlier 
work, Vishnit*Piir«to, a , t y 3 nothing of it 

(c) Thirdly, in eve.,^ wor k in which his career has been 
described,-even in thpsn WO ika that delight in painting him 
rs a god of earn a love,—vve j 1(3 b ee u called a Jitmddya. 
a man having his desh.^ an# passion* subdued. See 
Vagavata, Skanda X, Ob aft. $3 r d, Slokaa tiO and 30, and 
also the TJ^inishad Gnpala li|phu. 

(d) Fourthly, such dancer were very popular amongst the 
Aryans at the ago in which hcjishna was born. There was 
nothing wrong in these amaaeri ien t Sj and none was charged 

\ 



■intisr* 



with carnality who joined in thera* We find in the Maha- 
varaLt that the £uru princes and princesses often held such 
dances, Even in Dwarka, Krishna and llama had many 
such "halls,“ in which brothers and sisters, daughters and 
fathers, husbands and wives joined, See JIarivama, Chapter 
146th, Slokas 16-18* 

(e) Fifthly, Rasha means simply a "danced Sridhara 
3^ ami, the great commentator of the Vagav&ta*, thus explains 
the word. a It is a circular dance of men and women by 
holding one another's hands/* In the Harmnsa, the word 
AV- ,t is not used, bnt in its place the word Haltisha has been 
used, J£ow some,of the great Sanskrit Lexicographers 
explain it thus, *'It is the circular dance of women/* We 
thus fir?d no carnality was ever implied by a Rasha dunce, 

(f) Sixthly, iti describing this affair, the Furanaa have 
used the words Ram ay anti and Ratiyriya, These two words 
are now popularly believed to carry the sense of carnality, 
but we humbly suggest that they were never used in the 
Parana* in this sense in connection with the Rasha dance. 
The roots, Rama and Rati\ both mean to sport * In this sense 
they are used in various Sanskrit works, Sec Ll&rivansa, 
Chapter 67th, Slokas 24r^20, and Muxkandeya Purana, 
Chapter 2oth, Sloka 7. In the 67th Chapter of the 
Harivama, the sports of the boys are described, and in 
these descriptions the words Ramayanti and Ratipriya often 
occur* Wo ne ed not say in respect of the sports of the boys 
theae two words convey no sense of carnality. If they mean 
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v disappeared in a deep unfathomable) 
blissful oblivion.* 


simple sports ia one place, why should they be given a differ¬ 
ent import in another place ? 

It might be asked why the Puranas and such great works 
an Joydeva's Gita Govinda thought it proper to describe 
Krishna as a god of carnal love. It would be presumptuous 
on our part to guess their intention, but we believe their object 
wii to give the masses an idea of the grand divine Jove that 
:t human soul feels for the great Supreme One by citing 
man's carnal love as an instance, —a love which is fche strong¬ 
est in the world among all mer in general 

i We cannot conclude this chapter without mentioning 
Rad ha, the Gopa midden, whose images are invariably to bo 
seen by the side of Krishna all over India, At ihe present 
day the life cf Krishna is indissolubly mixed up with that of 
Jtadhs, who is said to ho the wife of Ayana, his maternal 
uncle* But she is but a poetical creation. Shu ts not to be 
found in the Mahavarata, or in Vishnu Parana, or Harivansa, 
or Vagavatft. Perhaps she is the creation of the author of the 
original Brahma-Vaivartr* Parana which is now lost. It is 
possible that the author of this Parana picked up one of the 
many Gopa rodders who sported with Krishna in tho Vrinda- 
vaua, and-giving her a name,'be painted her in the highest 
flight of poesy. Since then innumerable poets have use' 
their great powers to develops the character of Radha. Her 
love for Krishna lias been painted sk the highest development 
of devotional love of the human soul for tho Supreme One. 
Rad ha is now the grandest picture of Devotion* But we 






CHAPTER XIII 




DEPARTURE FOR MATHURA 

It was impossible that the existence of Krishna 
in the \ rindavana could long remain unknown 
to the king Kansa in Mathura. Krishna’s 
extra-ordinary exploits, his wide-spread 
popul irifcy, his great fame soon reached his 
ears. He was told* that Krishna was none 
other than the very boy, Devaki's eighth son, 
whom he had made such strenuous efforts to 
destroy. 

He foamed and roared in anger ; but ho 
could do nothing now ; Krishna was beyond 

must sw that falling into the fnnds of poetaster she has 
been often made to appear as a picture of sensuality. 

In <mr opinion no particular Gopa maiden should be given 
a high' “ s’itus than arty of the others. Each and every one 
of there loved Krishna with her whole heart, and nouj sur¬ 
passed the others in fervour. We believe the poet who 
created R t f ha had no such intention, for the real meaning of 
the word "Radha*' is <m adorer, for the root Radha which 
means h adore* Every Gopa girl was, therefore, a ’ f Badha, ? ' 
— an "adorer" of Krishna, 

* Vs mu Furfuu,Pirfc, V,, Sec. XV, relates that it was 

9 
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teach. He was the idol of the nugL UJ 
pas who were ready to lay down their lives 
for hiji) ; he was the leader of hundreds of 
brave boys who had flocked to him from all 
ptirbs of the country,—boys that had been 
formed into a rude but a mighty army. He 
was now highly respected and greatly feared 
by the Nngas, who, at a signal from him, 
would hasten to his help * 

Kansa was fully aware of all this. He knew 
also that almost all his people believed 
Krishna to be their ordained saviour ; he knew 
the entire Yadu race would secretly,—and if 
lieeessary openly,—stand by him if occasion 
would arise. Under the circumstances an 
open attempt to kill Krishna would give rise 
to a serious rebellion in his kingdom. An 
united uprising of the Yadus, the Gopas and 
idle images would bring about his downfall and 
death. He, therefore, thought of encompass 
ing Krishna's death by a stratagem. 

Ho sent for one of the most powerful Yadu 
chiefs, rained Akrura,t and thus addressed 


Naratja who informed Kansa that Krishna was the eighth 
■child of Derain. 

* See Harivaim, Vi shim Parva, Chapter 84th. 
f Aknira a great warrior amongst the Zadayas, .In 
the Mahavarafca and in all the other Pimtms we iind hira a 
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-,v . -^ Akrura, you are my friend ; do me a 
mondly service. There is no such warm friend 
aa 4 well-wisher of mine amongst, the Yadus 
and the Bhojaa as you. Go to the settlement 
or -Wanda where do the two sons of Vasudeva 
rive. _ firing then; hero without delay on this 
enanot. On their arrival, I shall cause them 
to be destroyed by elephants. If they escape, 
i shall have them put to death by powerful 
athletes With their death, it would be easy 
to kill vasudeva and all the other Vrisnil 
i 'hojas and Dasarahs. I shall also destroy inv 
avaricious father Ugrasena, his brother Oevaka 
and all others who are rebellious against me. 
tret, them here by telling them that there will 
7 hold a grand tournament in which they 
should come and display their prowess.”* * 

A1 But Kansa was disappointed even in 
Akrura. He too went over to the enemy’s side.f 

treat friend of Krishna. He seemed to be of the same a<' 0 
ss Krishna. ° 

* Va 3ayata, Skanda X., Chaoter 36, Slofeas 21 -35. 
t fn the Sava -Varva, Chapter XIV. Sloka 30. of the 
Mahavarata Krishna .aid to Judhisthira, “Having bestowed 
the daughter of Ahuka on Akrura, I with Vakdeva killed. 

... " S4 ana Sura » n ° < or Snnama) for the good of our relation >’ 
need dot Bay this Ahuki woe not the father of the , W 

of Mathur *> Ugraaena. Re was like Akrura a groat 
1 Mti warrior and a friend of Krishna. 








apprised the Vriania of Kansa’s intention, 
and when he arrived at the Vrindavana, he told 
the Gopas all about the nefarious conspiracy 
that had been made by Kansa to encompass 
the death of Krishna. A counter-plot was 
soon formed, not only to save the life of 
Krishna, but to make a final attempt to bring 
about the downfall of the cruel tyraut. 


The cup of bitterness was full. They 
solemnly resolved that they would stand by 
Krishna and overthrow their persecutor, or 
die in the attempt. Krishna again and again 
assured them that he would kill Kansa and 
save them from his cruel persecutions,* 

A secret communication passed from house 
to house. It reached the Gopas in the distant 
Vrindavana: it penetrated into the deepest 
forest and reached the Nagas in their wild 
settlements. All were asked to be on the alert, 


* In Vishnu Parana, Fart V., Sea XVIII*, Krishna thus 
addressed * kmra, *'[ shall devise proper mtasuroa for thig. 
Depend upon it that Kaasa had been already killed. Rama 
aud I will go to Mathura tomorrows The Gopas will accom¬ 
pany us, carrying 1 sufficient presents for the king-" 

In the Vstrata, Skaiida X. 3 Uhapfcor 41st, Krishna said, 
—*0 Akrura, I will gi» with my brother to your house, and 
by destroying the icpurge of the Yadu race, I will promote 
the welfare of tny relatives/' 
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\^f&§td, $>- make a final stand to overthrow t! 
tyrant* 

With Akrura, the two Vrisni princes 
started for Mathura. The Go pas in a large 
contingent accompanied them apparently to 
witness tho tournament and to pay their 
annual tribute, but in reality to aid Krishna, 
should occasion arise. They were a strong 
body, and were not incapable ' of holding their 
own against the Aryans of Mathura. 

Krishna and the Go pas encamped for the 
night outside the city. Some of them headed 
by Krishna and Rama entered Mathura after 
dusk, They had an affray with some of Kansa’s 
men in the streets, but they proceeded on till 
they reached the king’s arsenal. There they 
had another brush with the royal guards. 
They then retired to their camp where too 
they had a slight encounter with the king’s 
soldiers who had pursued them.# 


* Vishnu Furan& p Harivinsa* and Vagavata all relate 
that Krishna and VaUrama met with Kanaa’a washerman in 
the streets of Mathura and they asked him in jest to gi?e 
theui some of the royal robes* The washer man abused them 
in return, is consequence of which a struggle ensued in which 
he ^vas killed by Krishna- They then came aerrss a hunch¬ 
backed girl* named Trivalfra* who used to prepare perfamos 
fer the king* They laughingly asked her to gi?e them riome 




SRIKRI3HUA 


<SL 


1*hus passed the night. Bat Kansa over 
'looted all this with apparent graciousness. He 
was firmly convinced that Krishna would fall 
into the trap that had been laid by him for his 
destruction. He, therefore, anxiously and 
eagerly waited for the morrow.* 


of the royal perfumes which she gladly offered them* Vishnu 
Parana, Part V. f Sec, XX*, says -— <( ThvJU Krishna, shilled 
in the healing art, took hold of hor under the chin with his 
thumb and iwo fingers and lifted up her head, whilst with his 
feet he pressed down hers, and m this way he made her 
straight in stature, which made her appear hand 00 m©- billed 
with love and admiration, she took 'Krishna by the garment 
and said, { Do come to my house. * 1 Krishna smiled and 
oiid, shall :ome to your house some other time/ After 
dismissing her, he turned towards Rama and laughed aloud/* 

Om of this incident the Yagavata has built up a loro 
story* But we must draw our readers 1 attention to the fact 

1 hat Krishna was also a master in tine healing art as ho was 
in every thing eke. Many instances of his cures will he found 
later on. 

Krishna and the 0opa boys then proceeded on, and 
meeting a ilowersell&r, they asked him for some flowers 
n hiob were gladly given to them* They then went to the 
royal arsenal where they had a struggle with the guards* 
See Vishnu Parana, Part V*, Sec* XX*, Hamama, Vishnu 
Paras, Chapter 82, and Vagavata, Skanda X, Chapter 42. 

4 , Vi&hnn Parana, Earivans^, and Vagavata relate that 
00 hi> way to Mathura with Krishna and Ram»j Akrnra 
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THE DEATH OF KANSA 

Tiifj morning dawned. The trumpets were 
sounded, the heralds shouted, and the bards 
Sti.ng. Thousands of men, women and children 
winded their way towards the arena in which 
the great tournament* would be held. It 

•topped the chariot and went to bathe in the JaytuM, He 
vSaw the majestic figure of Krishna beneath its water* dTrom 
this the com m rotators of the Vagavata and the other writers 

the Vaiinava sect say that the perfect incarnation of God 
did not take his birth in the womb o? Devaki, When 
\R-r .-jdeva took Krishna, who was but a partial incarnation, 
to Nando/'s hou«e s he slipped from his hands and felt into tbe 
water of the Jamumx, Vasudeva immediately took him up 
again, but in fact Krishna remained there, and God (Vishnu) 
in Krishna^ form came up to Vasudeva^ lap. Since then 
Dcvsiki s son lived in the water till the day when Akrurn 
returned to the banks of the Jmrrnna with VrincUviiiia's 
,ri$ima who was the real and the perfect incarnation of God, 

^ hey say v'islitm did not learc Gokula, Krishna, who wm 
m the water and who was bom in Devaki's womb, ascended 
the chariot and went to Mathura* Our readers may take 
this version for what it is worth. 

* Vhh *" Hamazm and Vagayata giv* almost 

* £lmiIar of tha death of Kansa, But much of their 
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spectacle, and 

The citizens assembled on the platforms set 
apart for them. The princes with the 
ministers and the courtiers occupied the royal 
seats. The judges of the game were seated 
in front of the king who sat apart, close by, 
on a lofty throne. Separate platforms had 
been constructed for the ladies of the palace 
where they sat, and the other women took 
their seats on the other platforms. Accommo¬ 
dation was allowed to Nanda and the Go pas 
in a. separate platform at the end of which 
sat AkruraXand Vasudeva. Every one was 
on the tip-toV of expectation for the appear¬ 
ance of Itrish a and Rama A 

But the king had ordered his men to set 
upon Krishna an infuriated elephautt when he 
with his brother would make an attempt to 
enter the arena. An elephant was accordingly 
driven against them, but the two brothers, 
after a hard fight, killed the huge animal and 
entered the arena. 


description is obviously fictitious. Wo have accepted only 
those portions of their accounts which appeared to be reliable. 

* This tournament was called Dkanurmtiha ,—literally a 
trial of archery. 

Y Vianu .Parana, Part V, Chapter XX. 
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As soon as they mado their appearance 
bugles were sounded, and Chanura and 
Mustika sprang forth defiantly slapping then- 
arm s. Covered with the blood of the elephant, 
Kama and Krishna majestically stepped for¬ 
ward like two proud young lions. Exclama¬ 
tions of surprise and pity rose all over the 
place. People cried aloud. “Alas ! Alas!” 
Many exclaimed, “Are there no elders present 
here who will judge aright? Two delicate 
hoys ou oue side, and two athletic fiends on 
the other !—Is this fair and just ? It is a 
great sin for tho umpires and the judges of 
the game to allow a contest between boys and 
strong men.” 


Coolly and calmly did Krishna step into 
she arena. He engaged with the highly 
powerful Chanura, and Valarama began to 
fight with the well-skilled wrestler, Mustika. 
Entwining and pushing and pulling and beat¬ 
ing one another with fists, arms and elbows, 
they fought with one another till at last 
Chanura began gradually to lose his strength. 
At the sight of Krishna’s gaining ground, 
Kansa roared in anger and ordered all music 
o stop. 

After wrestling with Chanura for a long 
time, Krishna at last lifted him up and 
whirled him over his head. He whirled his 
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sary round and round, till lie became 
out of breath and died. He then dashed him 
oil the ground like a piece of clay. 

In the meanwhile V alar am a had killed 
Mustika, and the other athletes had flod in 
fear. The two victorious boys then danced 
in the arena, dragging along with them the 
Go pa boys, Kama became maddened with 
anger ; fire flashed from his eyes ; he roared 
aloud to his men, “Drive those two cow-herd 
boys from the arena. Seize the villain Nanda, 
and secure him with chains of iron. Put 
Vasudeva to death with tortures intolerable 
to his years. Seize the cattle and all that 
belongs to these cow-herds. 

But not a soul stirred ; the orde'r of the 
great king was for the first time disobeyed. 
He stared in anger and in fury, nay in fear 
at his people, but all stood still as statues. 

Krishna sprang up to the place where 
Kama was seated. He seized him by the hair 
of his head, hurled his crown to the ground, 
felled him down and threw himself upon him. 
After a hard struggle, lie killed the great 
tyrant, and then dragged him into the centra 
of the arena. 

Not a single soul amongst the many 
thousands that were present in the arena rose 
the succour of their great king. All sat 
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fsrfttfojileas on their seats* Ouly Sumalin, 
youhfger brother, came to his rescue,* but he 
was soon despatched by Valarama. 

A deep and solemn silence reigned among- 
the multitude, till at last'the Gopa boys filled 
the sky with their loud cheers. They stood 
up in a body and sent up such a tremendous 
shout that in the distant Vrindavana the 
Go pa women started up and laid aside their 
household works. The people of Mathura 
outside the arena ran from all directions 
towards the palace to ascertain what the 
matter was.f 


* The Vagavata says* that eight or nine of bis brother® 
came to his help, and they were all killed by Valarama, 

t This is the account tbat Krishna himself gives of the 
death of Kansa in the Mah&varata, Sava Parva, Chap. XIV * 
8!okas BO-34. 

^The foolish Kan a a, having persecuted the Yadavns, 
nraied two of the daughters of Jaraaandha, They were 
named cd PrapU. Strengthened by this alliance, the 
fail persecute hia relatives and gained an ascendency over 
them all # his cruel acts he earned a very bad name* Tbe 
wicked wreib persecuted the old chiefs of the Bhoja race. 
Those ehi*s sought our protection from the persecutions of 
tJicir relatve Kama. Having bestowed upon A krnxa the 
beautiful Slighter of Ahuka, named Sataraika. I did a 
service to ny relatives, I killed both Kansa and Simalin 
^vith tbe arista nee of Rams/* 



CHAPTER XV 


«* 

KRISHNA AS A PRINCE 

W hen the QopaS were again and again cheer¬ 
ing Krishna for the great deed he had done, 
instead of feeling joy and delight, he felt the 
greatest possible pain. The heart-rending 
lamentations of K ansa’s mother and wives, 
of his children and relatives, nay of his old 
father Ugrascna, made his heart bleed. One 
of his biographers says :—“Krishna expressed 
his regret for what had happened, and with 
eyes saturated with tears, he consoled them.”* 
Another says :—“Surrounded by the Yadus, 
Krishna expressed his regret for killing Kansa. 
Moved by the loud wailings of Kansas wives, 
he wept.”t 

When the great tempest tha- had been 
raised had a little abated, and the excitement 
■of the people had cooled down, and the 

S ’cat commotion for the sadden death ol 
ansa had subsided, Krishna then t<6k upon 


* Vishnu Parana, Part V., Chapter XXr. 
t Harbansa, Vishnu Parra, Chapter 87th 
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'ttled by the 
Ie ordered a 
his brother : 


iiiself the task of settling the affairs 
the Yadus that had become unsettled 
sudden death of their king. Ht 
royal funeral* for Kansa and 


* To give our readers some idea of the nature, of the 
ceremony of a royal funeral of that age, we quote below the- 
Mahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter 0XXVII., Slokas in 

which the funeral of Pandu, the Kuru prince, has bt^n dev 
ribed. "The priests wont out of the city carrying the 
fragrant and blazing sacred fire, fed with Ghee, Friends, 
relatives, and adherents, wrapping up the corpse with cloth, 
decked it with flowers and sprinkled over it various perfumes. 
They adorned the bier with garland! and rich hangings, 
Then placing the body of the king on that excellent bier, 
they c&used it to be carried on the shoulders of inen. With, 
the white umbrella held over the bier, with waving Chamarm* 
with the sounds of various musical instruments* the w holer 
>cene looked bright and grand* Many hundreds of men 
distributed gems among the crowd. The priests, clad in 
white walked in front of the procession, pouring libations of 
Ghee on the snored fire which blamed in an ornamental vessel* 
They at list came to a charming and sacred* wood on the 
bank of the Ganges, There did they lay down the bier* 
They then besmeared the body with all kinds of perfumes. 
They brought water in many golden vessels and washed the 
body. They then again smeared it with white sandaImpaste, 
and with Kala-agaru mixed with Tungaraska fa kind of per¬ 
fume). Having dressed the body in a white tone, they placed 
the kiiif On the funeral pyre. They then set fire to it and 
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tie did overy thing possible to mitigate 
sorrow and the grief of Kansa’s family. 



He then went to his father and mother 
and made obeisance to them. He made every 
effort to make every one happy; he sent messen¬ 
gers to the Vivian is, Basarahs, Yadus, Vojas 
and others who had left Mathura through the 
persecutions of Kansa.* * He then made the 
necessary arrangements to place the venerable 
Yadu chief, TJgraaena, the deposed father of 
K ansa, on the throne of Mathura, t Hut the 


bumf the body with the fragrant Sattdal wood which was 
besmeared with Tungpada and other perfumes/ 1 

* Only the Vaguvita, Skandu X,, Chapter 48fch, says that 
Krishna sent Akvura to enquire after the welfare of the sons 
Of his paternal aunt Pritha (Kunti), who were the illustrious 
Panda vasa. 

1 We need not say that at the time of which we speak* it 
was the practice with the destroyer of a king to ascend the 
throne of his victim. In the annals of ancient India we find 
none who did not avail himself of this privilege except Krishna* 
For a cow*he:d boy to withstand the great temptation of 
becoming a king and to refuse the supplications of the whole 
Yadu race bespoke a strong will, Our readers must remem- 
her chat Krishna was only twelve years of' age when he killed 
Kansa. The Bhagavata distinctly sayv—this assertion, is 
borne out by all its great commentators*—that Krishna killed 
Kausa on the 14th Lunar day of the month of Fulguna (about 
1st xmk of March) when h® was in his twelfth year, 
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-bld'chsf declined the offer and earnestly - as 
'ferislm to occupy the throne rendered vacant 
by th death of Kansa. The entire Yadu race 
■ontreted him to accede to the request of the 
old kig, But Krishna said, “Neither have I 
any rcessity for a kingdom, nor do I desire a 
tlirone, I have not killt l Kansa with the 
motive of becoming a king, Bor the good of 
the world, your son, who be ame the scourge of 
the race, has been killed by i je. I shall again, 
be a dweller of the forest and rove happily 
amongst the cow-herds and the lrine. 0 king, 
I again and again say, I have neither any need 
of a kingdom, nor any desire for it.”* He lis¬ 
tened to no refusal, and the old king was duly 
installed by him on the ancient throne of the 
Vrisni race.f Krishna then left the city to the 
great regret of all the people. 


But he did not return to his old favourite 
forest of the Vrindavana ; h did not go back 
amongst the loving boys and girls of Vroja, nor 
to his beloved mother Jasoda and his ever fond 


+ Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 88th. 
f The origin ,1 kings of Mathura were the Vrisnis, who 
were pre‘laded by a curse from ascending the throne. It went 
' ,7f d to the female side, and their sister's sons were made; 
kir\g& Toms Ugrasena and his family came to fulo over the 
Tado race* 
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father Nnndfl. Bowing down liie headto the, 
Gopa chief and all the other revered eldes, and 
providing them with much wealth and nany 
presents, he took leave of them. He imlored 
their blessings, and a iked them to go Ink to 
their settlement. He then turned tow&mhis 
play-mates who sto d with tears in their eyes. 
He embraced then, nil and asked them to return 
to the beautiful V indavana. “If you love me”, 
said ho, "go back to our happy woods. " Make 
my mother Jasoda forget my absence. Play 
and sport with the girls as 1 used to do. Let 
thorn not feel that I am away. Tell them I am 
still to them as I were before, but duty calls 
me elsewhere.” 


Ho left Mathura and went far and far away 
to distant Kasi,* there to begin his education. 
He and his brother Rama attached themselves 
to the household of the venerable preceptor 
named San dipan who lived at a place called 


* Modern ^fienarefl, 

f AW the Ptirmas say that Krishna was under tuition 
ot Sandipam only fs>T sixty-four days* It said that within 
this short lima he* mastered all the Sciences. They also 
narrate a story in which Krishna is said Co have rescued 
Saudi pan son from a sea-demo^ ammed Parc chan janya, 
Krishna obtained » conch from thn daman which afterwards 
became bis great war-coach. 







* Thl is not all Iho education that Krishna received* Ail 
th rough the Mahavarata, not to speak of the later Furonts, 
described as one of the moat learned men of hia 
^gc. lii the Mihavarata, Sabha Parra, Chapter 38fch, Bloka 
Vd, Bh tenia says,—“He ig vastly learned in th* Vedas and 
the Vedangrs/' In Ckhandogya-Upautehad.,— % very anoiepf; 
work (see Introduction)—wo meet with this passage ; “Gbojru 
( Rishi) of the family of Angirasha, saying all this to Devalue 
sm. Krishna, added, \Tn the end remember these three 
PuingB. 1 This evidently shows that Krishna studied under 
the Bi*hi Ghora. In the M&havarata we find that he per* 
formed Tapatya for ton years on the Himalaya In tho.se 
days Tapasya did not mean practising austerities, ifc meant 
atady and meditation, See Satapata Brahma*** Valli i> 
Anuraka 6 f 
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CHAPTER XYX 


THE WAR WITH JARASANDHA 

Krishna. find Rama could nob continue their* 
study long ; they wore soon sent for by their 
relatives, because a great danger threatened 
the city of the Vrisnis. Tho great and mighty 
Jarasandha, the father-in-law of Kama, had 
marched against Mathura with a large army. 
In this great crisis, the Yadus and the Vrisnis 
had none to save them except their ever-ordain¬ 
ed saviour Krishna. 

Jarasandha was then the paramount/ lord 
of Northern India* It is said that he command¬ 
ed twenty akshauhinist of soldiers,—a stupen- 

* From the earliest to the recent days it is found that one 
or the other sovereign of India became the paramount lord 
over the others. In later days, such Emperors were Chart Ur- 
Olupta, V iki’Jbmadltya, Asoka and others. 

t One chariot, one elephant, five foot-soldiers and three 
horse-men form a Patti- Three pattis make a Senamukha ; 
three Senamvkh&s make a Gulntm \ three Gulmt'x make a 
Gar.a ; three Ganas make a Bakini ■ three JSahints make ■* 
Frit ana ; three Frit anas make a Chan, a * three Cha^nuo make 
an Anikini ; ten Amfitnis make one AA’shmhini. Thus one 
Akahauhini would consist of 21B70 charmis, 21*70 elephants 
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^ a V° y ' # A ! j ^. e c ‘ I * e ^ s and potentates, 
ail the It mgs and princes, acknowledged his 
sovereignty ,t either by paying him tnbute osr 

hy obeying his commands ; or by assisting him 
with soldiers in time of war. He was a power- 
oil sovereign and ruled with an iron hand.J 


l°r ID foot-soldiers and 65610 Morse-men. It ia said tllat 
Jarasandha commanded twenty times this number. 

^pala, the king of Chedi, was the Generalissimo of 

this grmt unn3% 

t Knskna thus spoke to Judlmthira in the Madam,rat a, 
^blv, Parva, Chapter XIV., Slokaa 8-23. 

^Hiving overcome the entire Kahatriya order, Jara- 
j.Hidha his pm himself up over the head of all the 
•mgs. Mm powerful gisupala has become his Oommander- 

1 , lef ' Bakra - the Powerful king of the Kurushao, also 
wads upon him as bis disciple. Tim king of the Yavanas, 

! ia " chnai ^ ^ Naraka, who is the most power- 

U k ' Bg ' 0i: tha Wcat > whojs named Tlhagadatta, has also 
bowed to Jarasandha in submission. The powerful kins of 
Panndra and Kirata, who is known by the name of 
I aundraka, also wails upon him. That mighty king of the 
Bhoras, Bhismaka, who ia our relative and woo rules ov"r 

the fourth part of the world, has become a servitor of the 
Sing Of 


7 ' ie Mah ‘ (Vai 'ata, 6’abha Parva, Chapter XIV., Sloka 
, ,»yn , — Miay kings have boon kept prisoners in Qiri- 

vra ia (his City) l0 be offered by Jarasandha as sacrifices! in a 
great Yajmak’ 
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^r^pearning that his favourite son-in-law*' 
Hair oeen murdered by Krishna supported by 
all the Vrisnis, .Tarasandha’s anger knew no 
bounds. Without the least delay ho started 
with a large army, vowing complete destruction 
of Mathura and the total annihilation of the 
entire Yadu race. But Mathura was long way 
off from Magadha, and therefore the irascible 
monarch, heavily encumbered as he was in his 
march with a large army, took many months to 
arrive at the Vri-sni capital. 


In the meanwhile Krishna had returned 
from Avantipur, and with the small army that 
the Vrisiiis commanded, he had made every 
preparation to defend the city. For days 
together the great Magadha king lay encamped 
round the city, besieging its citadel, but 
Krishna's supreme generalship and judicious 
manoeuvre of his little army saved the city 
from falling into the hands of the enemy. 
Worn out aud disgusted, the great king at last 
raised the siege and returned to his own 
couutry.f 


* Kami teamed the two daughter! of J&rasandha, named 
Prftpti and Asti, 

| In ancient India real gene rah hip was unknown. Every 
warrior was pre-eminent for his own bravery, physical strength 
and the knowledge of arms. They knew* not how to face & 
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, Tt, would be hotter if we (junto Krishr 
words. Ho thus describes jr : s war with 
uivrasaudha.* 


“JaraSandhu took up arms against us. 
We, eighteen branches of the Yadav .• racv, 
consult* i together and came to the contusion 
that if we continued to strike our enemy for 
one hundred years, we should not be able to 
do him bsast harm. Ho had two friends; 
they were powerful as the foremost of fill 
powerful men. They were named Hans a and 
Dimvftka. hut there was also another very 
great king named Hama who was killed by 
Bama in a buttle which raged for eighteen 
days. On hearing the rumoured death of 
Hansa, Dim Yak thought that he could not 
live without hin mid therefore lie went to 
the Jctmuna and drowned himself. When 
Hansa heard what ] 'mvaka had done, ho also 
put an end to Ids li. by similar means. On 
hearing the death l ' th** two great pillars 
of his empire, J aras mdha raised the siege 


g»at w-rrior or a great arm y wiW as -.11 force. Our render* 
will find that it wasi Krishna who intrk. Ineed ta Indit reai 
generalship in his war with great J^rasandho* He wu^ a 
general as well m a great waijior, 

* Mahavarata, Sabha Farva, Qf m pt er X1V 4 , Stokas 35-46. 

; Vr ; V;v,. 1 * " X 1 
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td wont back to Magadha, in 


athura tun 
groat somnv. ’ 

But olio Vriunis and/the Yadus wore pot 
allowed any respite. They loarut that 
J^rasandha had fitted up another great 
expedition against them. Ho had iivitod 
the great Yavana* king to aid him in the 


* Vishnu Pirnim, Hivrivanaa and Vagava*ft says that 
Jarman fib a invaded Mathura eighteen times and was cm 
owry occasion defeated. They relate that in 1 is last invasion 
ho invited the great Tavana (supposed be Greek) king 
named Kiln Yavatm, to come to his aid. This king besieged 
Math lira with a very targe army ; bnfe Krishna separated him 
by a stratagem hom his troops and led bin 1 Alone into a cave 
where, it is said, a groat Right, named M^hhakunda, was as 
naleop. KaT* Yavana in the darkness t ok him to be Krishna 
and gave hint a kkk. The Kiabi aw fire flashed from 
his eye* m anger, and the Yavarm fcl. j was reduced to ashes. 
The description of the war is v*",f elaborated both in the 
Vishnu Parana and ETartv-vnaa. *he VignviLtft anys that 
when Krishna and Rama wp^e ret min g after encompassing 
the death of Ksla Havana, ley y\ /e attacked on the way by 
JanfAtidha, Tkey both tied a*- j took shelter do the Pravar 
sana hill to which Jar J-ndh * sst fire The two brothers 
leaned from the hill d e caped to Dwsrka. Jlarivansia 
calls the hill by the n e of GomaU. 

Aft there is hanV any btatorica! value of these accounts 
of the Purants, hV® have injected them* The account of the 
war giver in the Mnhayarjtfc as quoted above appears to be 
bated on facts. 








iesfiruction of Mathura and in the annihilo- 
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tion of the Yadu race. They wore filled with 
great alarm ; and they knew not what to do. 
They were but, a few in number ; if they 
fought with Jarasandha for one hundred years, 
tlioy would hardly be able to weaken his 
power, whereas their number would daily 
decree s i till they would be totally annihilated. 
Krishna was very averse to bloodshed :—on 
the present occasion it would bo useless and 
unwise. Ho, therefore, advised the Yadua 
to leave Mathura and take shelter in a place 
where they would be out of the reach of 
Jarasandha and where they would be able 
to live in peaoo and security. We again 
quote his o wn words :— 

“We became exceedingly discouraged and 
prepared to fly. We divided our gre:*t wealth 
into small portions to make it portable. Wo 
then fled through fear of Jarasandha with our 
sons, cousins and relatives. We fled towards 
the west. There was a charming city named 
Ku-'hasth.di* adorned by the Raivatnka moun- 

* T usliasthnti wn.s in The n*y w city UtvaYati or 

Dw .ka wit founded by Kmlmn on a small island in the ten* 
protected by a hill called Raivntaka on the main* land* 
Perhaps no place could have been more Impregnable, Jfc 
waa also exceedingly charming in point o£ natural beauty. 
Being surrounded on all tides by the aea, lit climate was very 
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.,.,iH.^afcliura ;« id went back to Magadha 
faat sorrow . 

But the Vrisuis and the Yailusi were 
allowed any respite. They learnt that 
,T- t ta8andha had fitted up another groat 
expedition against them. He had rivitod 
tho great Yavana* king to aid him in the 


* Vishnu Putina* Harivan&a and Vagnva*& s^aya that 
Jaratandba invaded Mathura eighteen times an d wae 
ever? occasion defeated. They relate that in H a l* 6 * invasion 
ho invited tho gre?vt Yavana (supposed fc* be Greek) king 
named Kahi Yavana, to come to his aid* This ting besieged 
Mathura with a wry largo army ; but KVhhna separated him 
hy a stratagem from his troops md ted hi* 1 alone into a cave 
where, it fa said* a great Rfah\ n fined Jlichhakonda, was aa 
asleep. Kata Yamna in the datkneas t oh him to he Krishna 
and give him a kick* The Itishi aw t firo, flashed from 
hi'i ey e?r in an gar, and the Yavaria ki. 4 was reduced to ashes. 
The description of tho war is V iV ’f elaborated both in the 
Vishnu Tbirana and Harivirnaa. *h6 Vagavafca says that 
when Krishna and Hama were ret :ning after encompassing 
the death of Kid a Yavanv &*7 * re attacked on the way by 
JlWaffln&hfi* They both ded a^d took shelter on the Pravar- 
Sana hill to which Jar -indh* sot fire The two brothers 
leaned from the hili d e caped to Dwwka* Harivansa 
calls the hill by the u ® of Crowati* 

Ar there is hardi^ any historical value of these accounts 
of the Parana*, ws have rejected them. The account of the 
war given in the Mahavar^a as quoted above appears to be 
based on facta. 
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ruction of Mathura and in tho annihila¬ 
tion of the Yadu race. They were filled with 
great alarm ; and they knew not what to do. 
They wore but a few in number ; if they 
fought with Jarasandha 
they would hardly he 
power, whereas their 
decrease till they would 
Krishna was very averse 


for one hundred years, 
able to weaken his 
number would daily 
be totally annihilated, 
to bloodshed on 


the present occasion it would be useless and 
unwise. He, therefore, advised the Yndua 
to leave Mathura and take shelter it; a place 
where they would be out of the reach of 
Jarasandha and where they would bo able 
to live in peace and security. We again 
quote his own words :—■ 

“We became exceedingly discouraged and 
prepared to fly. We divide'! our gre d wealth 
into small portions to make it portable. Wo 
then fled through fear of Jarasandha with our 
sons, cousins and relatives. We fled towards 
the west. There was a charming city named 
Kushasthali* adorned by the Baivatuka moon- 


* 1 . u^ltasthnli Wfifl in Gazerflfc, The now city or 

Dw* ,ka wu» founded by Krishna on a small inland in the sea, 
protected by a hill called TUivat&ka on the main-land* 
Perhaps no place could hare been more impregnable, It 
was also exceedingly chat flung in point o£ natural beanty. 
Being turrovmdcd on ali tides by the sea, iti climate wag ’rery 
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In this city we took up our ab 
W ' repaired its fort and made it so impreg¬ 
nable that even women could defend it. 
Though quite capable of protecting ourselves, 
yet we have taken shelter in the Goinata 
mountain. Twentyone posts of armed men 
are placed there, and the heroes of the 
eighteen branches of the Yadu race always 
defend it. 3 ’* 


Thus did Krishna bring the great Yadu 
clan many hundred miles away from their 
forefather's land. He brought them across 
deserts, mountains, rivers and streamlets to 
the coast of the sea. Ho founded for them 
& new city which was, a3 he himself said, 
•‘impregnable oven to the celestials." He 
built, a chain of forts on the Raivataka moun¬ 
tain to protect the city from ail external 
attacks. He introduced amongst them a 
system of government far superior to what 


galabrioui. It lay also very close to the place of the greatest 
pilgrimpge of age, yarned Pi ovata, 

Dwsrka is even to-day* like Mathura »nrl Vrindawna, a 
great Hindu ahrinej though nothing of the ancient ct ? is now 
in exist nee; only the steeple of a temple U visible ,r i the 
midih of the sea. It is mentioned in the Fur anas that after 
Krishna 1 * de:*ih the city was engulfed in the sea. 

* See Mahavarata* Sabha Parra, Chapter XIVV, Slokac 
48 “ 55 * 
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„ existed in any part of India. Ho fo 
army of his old playmates, his beloved cow¬ 
herd boys of the Vrindavana, who •became 
afterwards the foremost warriors in India 
and were famous in the name of Sansaptajcas.* 
Thus did ho raise the Yadu race to a higher 
strata of civilisation than that of any other 
Aryan race then living on the plains of India.t 


* See MaUavii rata, Prona Parva, the battle between 
Arjuna and the Saneaptakas. 

t Sea Harivanaa, Vishnn Parva, Chapter 114th. 





CHAPTER XVII 


KRISHNA IN DVVARKA 

After settling in Tlwarka,’* * * § Krishna married 
the Princess of Vidharva,t named Rule mini, 
whom he loved and who . loved him.J 'But 
hjs marriage was not celebrated in peace, 
i. he powerful king of VidharVa, Bhismaka, 
refused to bestow his daughter on tho Vrisni 
prince, and under the advice or dictates of 
the great d^rasandha, he made arrangements 
to marry Rukiniui to the king of Chedi, 
S.isitpak,§ who was the generalissimo of 
Jarasandha’s great army. 

* It in a pity that this authors of tho l^uiivaas have not 
described Krishna's career m Dwarka as fully as they hive 
done hia career in the Vrindaraiuj. They have no doubt 
rallied innumerable matters, but they are so obviotmly fic~ 
titiowt that it would be useless to discuss them. We shall, 
therefore, give io this chapter the HitU that wo hare boon 
able to gather from this groat mem of fictions. 

f Modern Borar, 

+ The Vagavata says Huh mini soot a messenger to 
^Fiibna. Bhismaka was a Bhoja, and therefore 3 kinsman 
O f Krishna* 

§ SiaupaJ* was Krishna s consin* H h was the son of his 
unfc (father's sister). 
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‘Bat Krishna with the VrisaU went _ 
^Jrnarva, r.nd when the princess was on her 
way back to the palace from a temple, he took 
her up on his chariot and drove away with all 
speed towards Dwftrka.* Bhismnka’s wrathful 


* In the age of which wo are apeoking, the marrive of 
the royal princo&ses of the Aryan race used to take place only 
in Wo wavi, namely (a) Sttyamvara (jwitt-ohoide), and (&) 
Havana (forcible taking away)* In Sttyamvara all t3ie ^reat 
princes were invited, and the maiden made her own choice 
from nmongat them* Bm the brides father often contrived 
'something to test the heroism of the several princes present, 
and thus be gave away his daughter to the best man. An 
instance of this will be found later on in Dmipadi'e 
Stiyamvaro. But when a Sayamvara was not held, or 
when both the prince and the princess thought that they 
would not be able to secure the man or the woman aftm 
their heart, then a prince would carry away a princeae 
by force,—force being used not against the maiden, but 
against those who would oppose him. It was considered by 
the Aryan princes of that ago to be the beat method of 
m imago, for in this case they had the opportunity to display 
their prowess. Sometimes princesses w©r$ carried away 
from the Sayatmara assemblies. The great Bids mu. carried 
away from the Sayamvara assembly the two princesses of 
Knsi in order to get them married to his younger brothers. 
(See Mahavarat^j Adi Parva,) 

In case of Havana, the maidens were generally found to 
be in love with the heroes who carried them away- Buktnlni 
was in loro with Krishna. In fact it is only the modern run- 
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J$j}{ Hukmi, pursued him with a large army 
^Cfter a hot chase he overtook him, and when 
Krishna found that, the Vidharva prince had 
already come up with him, he stopped his 
chariot and gave him battle. After a severe 
fight Rukmi was defeated and iiis army utterly 
routed. Krishna then drove away to his own 
city, but the Vidharva prince remained on the 
field of battle,* vowing never to return to Im 
kingdom till he could wreak his vengeance 
upon Krishna, f 


away marriage. This sort of marriage was ;tlso recognised 
in the sacred books ?.s being highly meritorious. The Rig- 
Vada i Mandala 10, Sukta 27 Oik It says :—"Who is there 
who desires to possess the daughter of one whose daughter 
has no sight \ Is there any who will throw the meni fa sort 
-of weapon) against one who carries away nucH a maiden P" 

* It it said Rukmi found a city on this field of battle and 
ctamed it Bfcojakata, 

■f We believe we are bound to «a y someth!eg more about 
Krishna^ marriages, Vitbiiu Parana, Part TV., Chapter 
XV,, rriola 85, says, "KrtSfina had sixteen thousand ono 
hundred and ontf wiyes/" Again in Vishnu Purana, Psrfc V., 
Chapter XXVflL, we find that he had "sixteen thousand 
and seven wives," In the same work. Part IV., Chapter 
XV„ it is mentioned that be had 4 ‘one thousand four hundred 
and forty sons* 11 

Vishnu Parana, Harivansa and Bhagavota, relate that 
ejgbt were the chief wiv es of Krishna,—namely (I) Rukmi m. 
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*thstanding Krishna’s tow orin g’ 

, his loving nature and sweet charati«i., 
was no unity, good will, or brotherhood 


(2) Satyabhawa, (3) Jammvati, (4) Kalindi, (5) Mitravinda^ 
(ti) Satya, (7) Yadra and (8) Lakshana. But in this 
matter they say innumerable contradictory things* In the 
Vishnu Purana, Part V*, Chapter XXVIII., we get nine chief 
v-ives of Krishna including Itukminh In Chapter 82 of the 
same work, we meet with another list of the chief wives of 
Krishna in which tome new additional names are found, in 
Part I V\ t Chapter XV», of the same work, we get another 
additional name* In Harivanaa* Vishnu Parva, Chapter l5tk, 
we get nine names in addition to Rnkruini, but in Chapter 
102nd of the same work, we meet with twelve names in addi¬ 
tion to Eukmmi. A few lines further down in the same 
chapter of the same work, we get five more additional names. 

Except Rukmini and satyabha.mu none of thee** wive*; 
ever appear on the scene of action, Satyabhama appears 
only once or twice, bat those places of the Pur anas or the 
Mahavarata in which ebe appears are apparently interpola¬ 
tions* (See our notes later on). Again none of the mm of 
these wives, except those of Rukimni and Jamvavati, is to be 
met with in any period of Krishna's life. Jamvavati was a 
bear's daughter, and therefore it is impossible to believe that 
she gave birth to a human being, It is said thia son, Samba, 
carried away to the daughter of Durjadhana named Lskshim - 
This story is mentioned only in the Puritffti ; no mention 
nude of it in the Mahavavafca* If this story had any truth 
In it, it mult have a place iu the Mahavarata wK Jtl 1B 
history of Dnrjadhana ind the Kurus. Pakmini ^ sor 
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V v^>j$»^ug the various clans of the Yadu 

though they obeyed and followed Krishna, 
either* through love or fear, they could not. live 
in peace with one another. Their aucient feuu 
was kept up, and they quarrelled on inipito of 
Krishna’s presence and his continued effort to 
inspire love and amity among them. Thi; is 
what he himself said, “I live as a slave of my 
relatives and hear their harsh words, though I 
gave them away half of my wealth. My heart 
ever bleeds at the cruel abuses of my kinsmen, 
V'ala (leva, Gad a Sukumara and my son, 
Pratlunma, have become famous in the world 
on account of their personal beauty. The 
Andhakas and the Vrisnis are highly powerful, 
energetic and heroic. Those whom they do 
not aid are sure to perish and those whom they 
aid are sure to acquire immence wealth. But 
inspite of these powerful men holding to my 
^de, I am passing my time as one utterly help¬ 
less and destitute. Ahuka and Akrura ;;re my 
warm friends, but if I express love towards one, 
the other sqfs angry, therefore do I express 
lot© towards neither. It is very difficult to 

pradumnn, however, ia present all through Krishna's career. 

It is his grandson. Yajra, who finally ascended the throne of 
the % risnia. Under the circumstances we shall not he very 
\ •< - e donbt the very existence of any other wives of 
iirwbntt Rukroinj. 
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Ahuka and Afcrura for 
ship that I boar for them.”* 

The fowling story will give ua a very 
dear idea of the internal condition of the Yud'u 
race when they lived in Dwaxka,t 

A great quarrel broke out amongst the 
Yadus on accotmt of a gem called Scunwitaku. 
One of their chiefs named Satrajita obtained it, 
but Krishna thought that it should be possessed 
only by the head of their clan, namely king 
U grasena. But he did not speak it out,, uor 
did lm ask for it, for he feared it would add 
fuel to the fire of the great feud _ that always 
raged among the Yadavas. Satrajita, however, 
was afraid of losing it, and therefore he presen¬ 
ted it to his brother, Prasena, who was a great 
warrior, believing that he would be able to 
retain it respite of Krishna’s desire to take it 


away. 

Once upon a time Prasena went out in a 
lmuting excursion, but he never returned. Ho 
was killed by a lion in the deepest part of the 
forest, and as he wore the jewel at the time, it 
was lost with him. But suspicion fell on 
Krishna. Many believed that it was Krishna 
who had murdered Prasena and stolen the gem. 


* The Mahawata, Santi Parva* 
t This story ia given in tbe Vishnu Parana, Harsv 
BkagavaU, 
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remove this great gtigmo. Krit 
•rifeil to find out where the jewel was. Ife 
went out alone into the forest, and after a 
diligent search, found the gem and returned 
with it to Dwarka. Calling a meeting of ail 
his kinsmen, ho handed the gem over to Satra- 
jita In the presence of all.# 


* Vishnu Piutna, Harivansa and Bhigavata relate that 
on going to find out the gem, Krishna saw that it was with a 
bear, named Jamvayana, He fought with him and defeated 
him. Thereupon the bear gave him hack tho gem along with 
hts daughter Jamvavati whom Krishna married, On hia 
n-tuni to Dwarka, he gave the gem to Satrajiu who* in order 
to propitiate him, bestowed upon him his beautiful daughter 
named Satyabhama* 

We believe it would be better if we quote hero a passage 
that relates the other marriages of Krishna, The Bha;Tavata f 
Skanda Chapter USth, says r™ <f Oli 0 day Krishna and 
. trjuna camo to the banks of the Jumuna where they mot 
with a most handsome damsel. On Ar jima'e asking her, *0 
beautiful maiden* who are you, whoa© daughter and whose 
wife P f She replied, T am the daughter of the exalted Sun. 
I live in a place underneath the waters of the Jamuna, 1 am 
practising hard austerities so that I might be the wife of 
Vishnu. On hearing her words, Krishna brought her to 
IndraprasEba and married her with due ceremonies* Vinda 
and Ann-Vinda were the allies of DuryodLun*. They had a 
beautiful sister named Mifcraviada who offered the nuptial 
garland to Krishna, but her brothers refused to bestow her oa 
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the fatal je wel soon Wrought about 
Satrajita's death. One Satadhanya murdered 
him when he was asleep, and stole it. When 
Krishna heard of this most diabolical ana - cold¬ 
blooded murder, he, as the leader of the Yaahjs, 
was obliged to take serious notice of Satadha- 
nya’s conduct and to pass upon him the 
ipital sentence. But Satadhanya, after 
having secretly handed over the gem to 
Akrura, fled from Dwarka on a fleet steed* 
Krishna and Kama pursued hhn, and after 
a hot cha.se when they came up with him, 
Satadhanya jumped down from his horse which 
fell dead through excessive exhaustion, and ho 
then fled into the forest. Krishna got down 
from his chariot and ran after him. When 
Satadhanya saw that escape was impossible, 
ho drew his sword, A fight ensued in which 
Satadhanya was killed. But when Krishna 
parched his person, he did not find the gem. 
On his return to the chariot, he fold this to 

him. Thereup; Ln Krishna carried her away by force. The 
kia i: j of Kosa 1 ^ Nagnajiat, had a very handsome daughter 
ji Satya, but he declared that he would give his daughter 
to him only, w ^o would be able to chastise the furious bulls 
that he Possessed Krishna went to Kosala beat the bulls, 
and mamt^ the maiden. After this, Krishna married his 
comm, Va^ ra| the priricess of Kakeya and then carried away 
hakshana, t he beautiful princess of Madra.” 
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' .Vafer.ima w’ no not believe it. He 
with great S cori b “-Fie to you ! You are 
avaricio’' 49 - You have stolen the gem. I 
neve 1 *- 8° back to Dwarka.” Saying this, the 
W) athful Rama went away to videha* where 
me lived for three years. 


sal d 
very 
will 


In the meanwhile Akrura fled from 
Dwarka. Krishna on his return had not the 
slightest doubt that the jewel was with him. 
Ho there tore again and again askod him to 
come buck, but Akrura did not. At last ho 
was prevailed upon to come. On his arrival, 
Krishna convened a meeting of his kinsmen, 
and in the presence of all asked Akrura to 
admit that the jewel was with him. Finding 
that denial would be useless, Akrura handed 
the -gem to Krishna. Many of the Yadu 
chiefs, including Rama, clamoured to have it, 
but Krishna turned a deaf ear to all their 
importunities and returned the gem to Akrura. 
saying that he was the fittest person nn-- un g 
them all to wear it. 


Thus did Krishna preservo internal P eaC{1 
in the Vrisni city and kingdom amoflg 8 ^ m _ on 
who were ever arrogant and pro' u b wild 
and vicious,—men who had grown excess¬ 
ively haughty on account of the ve^y ldgb- 


* Modern North Behar. 
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_jton that their kinsman Krishna held in 
all India, and for which they too received the 
highest homages from all,—men who finally 
exterminated themselves from their own inter¬ 
nal dissensions. 


But Krishna had also to contend against 
foreign foes. He had to defend his city more 
tfcs r\ once against external attacks.* He had 
to go out many times to fight against tyran¬ 
nical kings.t But as will be found later on, 


* See Mahavarata, Sabha Pam, Chapter XLV, 

| In the Mahavarata* Harivansa, Vishnu Purana and 
other P titan as there arc many accounts of Krishna** various 
wars. But they pre narratives, full of extraordinary descrip¬ 
tions ; and it would be mere waste of time to make an attempt 
o pick up front them any historical facts. We shall, there- 
foie, simply mention them here, 

(a) War with N&raka. 

Naraka was supposed to be the son of EarPu He was a 
f feat demon, and he kept imprisoned in his harem sixteen 
thousand women who were all finally rescued by Krishna. 
It is said Krishna married them all. 

(fr) War with Salya. 

This king had a city which is said to have floated in the 
sky- He fpugbt with Krishna with Lke power of illusion, but 
was finally beheaded by him. 

(V) War with Paundra king Vasudeva. 

This king assumed the rcU of Krishna, it. lie gave out that 
he was the real incarnation of Vishnu and that the Vrisni 
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j&e^as) ever averse to war and blood-shed. H 
i 1 . battle was to be fought in order to punish 
a tyrant or to protect the people from wrong 
or oppression, if it were a righteous battle, 
he was never slow to take up arms. And 
if he ever took up arms, he was never defeated; 
he was ever invincible and ever victorious, 


Bui what sort of life did ho himself lead ? 
We shall quote one of his biographers.* “One 
day Krishna thus spoke to his wife Rtikmini, 
‘0 princess, many highly powerful, mighty,, 
wealthy and handsome monarchs sought your 
hand ^ The great Sisupala was present with 
the view of possessing you ; your father and 


Inn £ was an impostor, Krishna invaded his kingdom, 
killed him* and burnt Kasij (Benares) the king of which cavne 
to the aid of Vasudeva. 

(d) War with king Ban a, 

Thb king refused to bestow his daughter on Krishna’s 
grandson Asitirudhya, in consequence of which Krishna 
attacked him apd defeated him after a great battle. It is said 
Bana had one thousand arms. 

In the Mahavarata, Sabha Prtrva, it is mentioned that 
he conquered the western countries and invaded the 
Bragjotisha, 

Bhagavata and Harivansa relate many more battles and 
wars fought by Krishna, 

Lhagavata, Skatnla X*, Chapter 6oth 5 Slokas 1020 . 
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uniwier also wished to bestow you upon hi 
Why then abandoning such desirable matches, 
you wanted to marry a person like my soli. { 
1 have taken shelter in the sea for the fear 
of other kings; I have quarrelled with the 
strong and abandoned all royal prerogatives. 
If women follow men whose conduct u not 
to be understood and who do not remain under 
female control, they are sure to meet with 
oxeat misery. We are poor and the poor 
only love us. Friendship and marriage can 
•take place among those whose lineage, _ wealth, 
prowess and beauty are similar. Friendship 
•* and marriage can never take place between 
the high and the low. You have little 
experience. Ignorant of what I now saj, 
you married such a worthless man as T am. 
1 am indifferent both to my home and to 
my body. I have no desire for wife, son, or 
riches. I am happy in my own self.’ * 


* Here wc take leave of Fauranic Krishna, ,.<r. Krishna 
as described by the Puranas. They have written many 
things more about Krishna, but as there is no historical value 
in these accounts, we have passed them over. Henceforth 
we shall place before our readers Krishna as describee ia the 
Mahavarata. 





CHAPTER XVIII 




KURU-FANCHALA 

When Krishna and the Yadavass firmly 
established themselves in Dwarka, a great event 
look place in _ Northern India. It was the 
Sayamvara^' of the PanchaJa princess, named 
Draft padi, 

Kurujangala and Panchalaf were two of 
the most important kingdoms in the Arya- 
varfcaj The two kingdoms were contiguous to 
each other, and they were inhabited by two 
very powerful Aryan dans called the Kurus 
anu the Panchalas, these two great clans 
rose from the same stock § and they originally 


* See our note in P. 68. 

f Kunijangala is modem Delhi and Panchaia, modem 
Garhwab 

t We quote a Sloka from the Manu Sanhiin, Chapter II. 

‘■The country bounded by the Himalayas in the north 
and the Vindhya on the south, by the eastern sea on the 
ea t and the western sea on the west is known to the learned 
by the name of Aryavarta*” 

8 Tht ‘ compound word “Kum-Panchala” is often met with 
lh the Vedas* 
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jgether and called them selves by 
same nam6. But for some reason or other, 
which it is now impossible to guess, they 
tpenrolled amongst themselves, and separated. 
Some settled in Kurujangalft and some in 
Pan chain. But their feud was deep-rooted 
and their quarrel never ceased. Both clans 
went on fighting from generation to genera¬ 
tion till at last they were almost annihilated 
in the great battle which they fought on tho 
field of K.urukshetra.* 

At tho time of which we speak, 
Bhritaraehtra was the king of the Kurus, 
but he being blind, the administration rested 
on his uncle, Bhisma, who was tho greatest 
warrior and statesman of that age. The 
tiu one should have been occupied by Bhisma, 
but he had long ago foregone his claims in 
favour of Iris younger brothers. His father 
Santa nu fell in lovo with a fisherman's 
daughter named Satyavati^t but tho fisherman 


“ See Aisika Parva, Mahavarata, and Pm; II, this work, 
t She had another name ; it was Matsagandha. It is 
said that because the smell of fish emanated from her body, 
she bore this name. One day she was met by the great 
sage Porasara, and as she allowed him the embrace, she was 
relieved of the smell through the Rishi’s gvaca The fruit o£ 
embrace was the great sage Vyasa, who was named 
Krishna Dwaipayana, because hfc was liorn on an island. 
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to bestow his daughter on the king 
is would taka a vow to make her sou 
his successor. When Bhisma came to learn 
-what had happened,, he went to the fisherman 
and took a vow never to occupy the throne 
nor to marry, so that the throne might for 
over be occupied by Satyavati’a 30 ns and then 
descendants. 

Satyavati gave birth to two sons, but both 
ot them died childless, leaving two young 
widows behind. .King Sautanu had long been 
dead ; Bhisma by his vow was precluded from 
marrying ; thus was the great Kuru dynasty 
on the point of becoming extinct. It there¬ 
fore became necessary to have a child begotten 
°f . the. widowed princesses. Under such 
exigencies the Aryans of that ago had tho 
custom of having children begotten on widows 
by the brothers of their husbands,* Satyavati 
bad a K anin son. f He was the great sago 
Vyasa, the celebrated compiler of the 
Vedits and the great writer of the original 

■' ^ " C— *** " " ---H, —W-------_-H_, 

* It was a prevalent custom in that age. We quote the 
Rig-Ve<la, 10 th .Mandala, +oth Sukta, 2 nd Rik, 

“As widows attract their husband's younger brothers to 
their beds, or as women attract men, so who does attract you, 
(0 Aswins) P 

f A son born of a woman before her marriage was called 
a Kaw'n son. See Maim Sanhita, 9 - 17 . 
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, „r„,aa and Mhasa .* * * § Ho was appeals 
and he begot successively three sons, two on 
the princesses and one oo a hand-maid of. 
theirs.t The eldest was Dhritarashtra, the nest 
was Pandu and the youngest was Vidura. 

Dhritarashtra. married the prince^ of Gan- 
dharal named Gandliari ; Pandu married two 
wives, Prithu§ and MfcJri. The elder prince 
being blind, the -younger Pandu ascended the 
throne. Both brothers lived for some time in 
groat amity, but it appeared they could not 
long pull on. Pandu left Knrupm nk, and 
went away to the Himalayas with his wives 
and retainers. Thus another new clan branch- 
od off from the Kurus which attar wards 
came to be known by the name of the 
Pandavas. II 


* See Introduction, 

f This was also a prevalent custom in that age. We 
quote Kaustaki Brahman a* i I* 

“You are the son of a hand-maid* We shah not eat 
with you* 11 

x Modern Kandahar, It is said that as Dhritarashtra 
was blind, Gandliari kept hev eyes bandaged ah through her 
life She could not bear the idea that she should have sight 
whereas her husband should not 

§ She was also called Kunti. She was the sister of 
Krishna's father- Madri was the princess of Madra, 

11 An Aryan clan always took its name from cue of the 
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Iiad many sons of whom 
iJurj.adhana was the oldest;.* * Put tho Kurus 
dul not know for many years together whether 
1 audu had begotten any sons, or ho was alive 
or dead. Many years after, Kuriti returned to 
Hast ma pur, the capital of the Kurus, with 
hvo young princes.f She said that tho throe 
elder ones were born of her, and the two 
younger ones, who were twins, were the sons 
olMadri. As both Pandu and Madri wero 
dead, she thought it proper to coxne back to 


most celebrated of its members. Thus the Kurus took their 
name from king Kum, the Yadus from king Y.tdu, and so 
fln Eut some of the Oriental scholars of Europe do not 
agree with m. in saying that a clan was named after the 
Eandu princes, though we meet with a race called Pandya 
oi Pandr.v in the history of India. See Max Muller’s 
Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 44 ; Weber’s History of 
Indian Literature, p. 185; Asiatic Researches, Vol XV, 
PP* 95-96* 

* J 1 ,s sai<t Gandhari gave bir th to one hundr ed sons. 

f Kunti had &A'am'n son who became* afterwards famous 
unde: the name of Kama. I t i, said that in wrder p hide 

her shame, she placed the child in a pot and threw it in the 
river. The child was found by a charioteer who gave it to 
vis wife named Radha, who brought it up. This dkkjf 
afterwards became the greatest warrior of the Kuru army, 
The interpolators have related an extraordinary story u, save 
Kurnrs honour, which is useless to relate here. 
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4ho Kara capital. These princes were 
tively named Judhisfchira, Bhima, 
Nakula, and Sahadcva, 


<§L 

respec- 

Arjuna, 


The young princes were welcomed by the 
aged BMima and king Dhritarashtrn as their 
own children. They were affectionately 
brought up by Bishma and Vidura, and placed 
under the tuition of Brona, the great preceptor 
of that age. Arjuna became the greatest 
warrior amongst all the princes, but Durjadhana 
and Bhima became matchless in club-fight.. 

They thus grew up to the great joy of 
the peoplo of Hastinapur, to whom Pandti 
was very much beloved, till at last the Kuril 
princes with Burjadhana at their head grew 
extremely jealous of them, Burjadhana tried 
to harm them in various ways. Attempts 
were made even on their lives, but the Paiidu 
princes quietly and silently suffered, nay they 
tried their utmost to court their good will. 
But all were of no avail ; they were finally 
obliged to leave Hastinapur tp save their 
lives* When they were thus wandering 


* When Durjndhana failed in his attempts to kill the 
Pandu princes, he induced them to go with their mother to a 
place called Vaian&vata where he caused a hou r e of lac to be 
built. He sent one Purocbana with secret instructions to get 
the Panda vas to sleep in that house, and when they would be 
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..tiriTin exile, the great event of which wi: 

spoke* namely the Saymn-vara of the Panchaki 
princess, took place. It created a great stir 
amongst the chiefs and potentates of Northern 
India. 


Draupadi was the only daughter of the 
great Panchala king, Drupada. She had 
two brothers, named Dhrishtadumnc and 
Shikhandin,—both of them being great 
warriors. She was the most beautiful and 
accomplished princess in the Asyan Land. 
Young potentates from far and near longed to 
marry her ; but the king Drupada desired to 


fast asleep, Pu roc liana was to set fire to it Vidnra warned 
the princes of their danger. Thus instead of Purochamt a 
setting fire to the house, they themselves did it and fled away 
from the place. It was rumoured that they were ah killed* 

It must be mentioned here that many of the Kurus 

doubted the legitimacy of die Fandavas; for they said, 

“Pandu is lorn; dead, how could he beget such young 
children V } It is 'related that the five Pandavas were begotten 
by five celestials, namely Dlianna, Vayu, Indra, and the two 
Asw’ns, as Kama was by Surja. It is said that Kuntl 
obtained a talisman from Rishi Durvasha by which she 

could call to her presence any god she liked* Probably thes< 
stories were afterwards added to the Mahavarata to gloss 
over the custom which became hateful in India in later 

days. 
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>\v her on the Pandu Prince Arjuuu * for 
Arjuua was the only prince in India who 
deserved to possess such a prize as Draupadi. 
The old Drupada knew that the third Papdavs, 
was the greatest warrior in India ; he also 
knew that the sons of Pandu would never bo 
able to live in amity with the sous of 
Dhritarashfcra. If he could win them over, 
it would be easy for him to wreak his direct 
vengeance on the Kurus who only a low years 
ago invaded his kingdom and carried fire and 
sword throughout his dominions,t But when 


* Mahavarata, Adi Farva, Chapter C LX XX VII., Sloka 
8 V says :— “Jajnasena (Dnipada) always cherished the wish 
to bestow his daughter on Kiriu (Arjuna), the son of Pandu, 
but did not speak it out to anybody* 11 

f It is related in the Adi Parva, Mahavarata, that the 
illustrious preceptor of that age, the celebrated Drona, was 
a great friend erf king Drapaifc But they finally quarrelled, 
and Drona came to the hereditary enemies of the Fanehates* 
namely the ICuruSn Prona’a brother-in-law, Kripa, was then 
the preceptor of the Kuru Princes* When Drona came to 
Hfstinapur, he was welcomed with all respects, and liII the 
Kum princes were placed under his charge* A few years 
after, he marched with the Kurus and invaded Pandiala. 
Drupada was defeated and half of his kingdom was annexed 
to the Kuru dominions, Drupada then performed a great 
Sacrifice in order to have a son who would kill Drona, From 
that Sacrifice arose two sons and one daughter,—die'sons 
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all arrangements to ‘ hold tJig. 
'Satfamvara of his daughter, the Panctavas 
were exiles—wandering from place to place. 


were Dhristadumna anil Shikhandin, and the daughter was 
Braupadi. 






CHAPTER XIX 




THE MARRIAGE OF DRAUPAD1 

King Drupada contrived to do something by 
tv hie h lie was able to bestow his beautiful 
daughter on the very person whom he selected 
for her. It would be better for us to quote the 
ancient chronicler.* 

“The Panchala king caused a very stiff 
bow to bo made,—a bow incapable of being 
bent by any man except Arjuna. He caused 
a machinery to be erected in the sky and set up 
a mark to be shot through that machinery. 
Tho king Drapada then proclaimed the 
Sawtmvo>)’(i with these words :—‘lie who will 
string this bow, and he who will bo able to 
shoot the mark above the machinery will obtain 
my daughter.’ Having heard this, all tho 


* Henceforth we shall follow the Maliavarata in writing 
the account of Krishna’s life, for there is nothing more of 
historical value in any of the Pnranas. As the original story 
of he Mahuvarata was written by a contemporary chronicler, 
we shall try to adhere to its descriptions as much as possible, 
ah ays rejecting those matters that we have ref cued to in the 
In reduction* 
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'■ .cbiefa and potentates of Aryavarta arrived at 
the capital of the Panchain king.” 

“The Sayamvara arena was built on an 
auspicious ground. It was surrounded by 
palaces and enclosed on all sides by a wall and 
a moat. It was ornamented with gates and 
arches, and covered all over with a beautiful 
canopy. It resounded with the sounds of 
thousands of trumpets. It was scented with 
Aguru (black aloe), ornamented with garlands 
and sprinkled with sandal-paste.” 

“The assemblage of kings and princes 
daily increased, and the arena looked gay with 
the performances of the actors and dancers. 
When this grand assembly had assembled for 
fifteen days, then on the sixteenth day, 
Draupadi, having bathed and having been 
attired in the best robes and adorned with all 
her ornaments, entered the arena, carrying in 
her hand a golden dish, on which there were 
garlands v f dowers and other offerings of the 
Arghya.”'* 

“All the musical instruments having been 
stopped, Dhnsbidumna came forward taking 
hold of his sister’s arms. He stood in the midst 
of the assembly and spoke thus in a loud voice, 

* Arghya i.i a collection of a few things. It vas aiwa ;s 
offered to a man whom one specially wanted to honour. 


r' 
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._Cai ; , 0 ye assembled princes, tins k the 
bow, that is the mark, and these are the 
arrows. Shoot the mark through the orifice 
of the machinery. Truly do 1 say. he who* 1 
possessing noble birth, beauty, and strength, 
will achieve this great feat shall to-day obtain 


for his wife my sister Dmupadi.”*' 

The five Pandu prinees were present in 
that great Sayamvura assembly. They came 
there in disguise and were seated amongst 
the mendicant Brahmansf as on© of them. 
They were eager to form an alliance with the 
powerful Panehala king so that they might 


« Mahavars*ta, Adi Parva, Chapter iStb. 

the vedic age in which Krishna was born, the caste 
system* as it now exists in India, was not formed Those 
that performed the Sacrifices, on behalf of the kings and 
wealthy men were called the Brahmans, They were paid for 
their labour, and consequently they held rather a lower po ition 
than the ruling class. Bat if any of them were learned 
as they often were, he was highly respected by all* But there 
was no caste distinction ; all men had equal rights to study 
the Vedas, wield the arms, or till the land. Vyasn was the 
jou of a Brahman, named Parasara, but his mother was a 
fisherman's daughter, who afterwards became the wife uf a 
king. Drona was a Brahman, hut instead of being a great 
scholar, he was a great warrior. Our readers will find die 
whole of the Mahararata nears out our assertion, 

12 
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their just portion in their father’’ 
They were also desirous to display 
their’prowess in an assembly in whioh almost 
all the Aryan princes wore present. Leav¬ 
ing their mother in a potter’s house, thoy 
came to the assembly and sat apart amongst 
the Brahmans who had come there in hundreds 
in expectation of receiving alms. 

Krishna was also present, but he did not 
go there to obtain the hands of Draupadi, 
for he made no attempt to get her. But he 
was the only man amongst the thousands 
■hatwere present there who recognised the 
Pandavas through their disguise. Though 
he never met his cousins before, yet he easily 
guessed that the five so-called Brahmans were 
no other than the five Pandu princes. He 
scrutinised every man present there, as was 
his wont, and the Pandavas could not escape 
his penetrating eye. Turning to his brother 
Kama, he told him his thoughts, adding, 
‘1 have heard the sons of Pandu escaped from 
the burning lac-house.” To which Rama 
replied, “I am glad to hear that our father’s 
sister Prithii with hoi 1 heroic sons are alive.” 


The Kuru princes, Burj ad liana and others 
with their great friend Kara a were also 
present. The great Jarasandha and Sisup&la 
with all their allies and friends were there. 
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-- and every one of the Kurus was eager 

to possess the beautiful princess, and if possible 
thus to wipe out by this alliance their ever¬ 
lasting feucl with the Pan chain king. 

“But,” the ancient chronicler adds, “those 
kings eouid not even in their imagination 
string that bow. In exerting with swelling 
lips to string it, each according to his strength, 
education, skill and energy, they were all 
tossed up on tho ground. Seeing this, that 
groat bowman Kama went to the pi "so where 
the bow was. He quickly raised it up, stringed 
it, and placed the arrows on tne string. But 
Draupadi said in a loud voice, ‘I will not 
choose a Suta (charioteer's son) for my 
husband.’ Laughing in vexation, Kama threw 
aside the bow and came to his seat.” 


“When all the kings desisted from the 
attempt, Arjuna rose ' from among the 
Brahman" The Brahmans cried out, ‘How 
can a stripling, unpractised in arms and weak 
in strength, string that bow which tho celebra¬ 
ted princes have failed to do ? If he fails 
to achieve success in the net, which ho has 
undertaken by his boyish restlessness, the 
Brahmans will be ridiculous in the eves of 
tho kings.”* 


• Ibidy Chapter lOotb, 
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urjuna came to the bow and stood there 
us steady as a mountain. Walking round the 
bow iu due form, he took it up. He stringed 
it in the twinkling of an eye, shot tho mark, 
and brought it down on tho ground through 
the orifice. A great uproar arose in the 
arena ; the Brahmans waved their garments 
in joy ; the assembled kings and princes 
uttered exclamations of grief and despair ; 
the musicians struck up hundreds of drums 
and trunij. ets, and the bards and the heralds 
chanted the praises of the hero. Draupadi 
slowly walked up to Arjuna with a white 
robe and a garland of flowers.” 

But the disappointed chiefs rose in arms ; 
they made an attempt to cany away tho 
princess by force, but Arjuna was too strong 
for any of them. A battle was about to 
ensue, which would have been fought to the 
bitterest end hud not Krishna risen to be 
the mediator. He was known by all tho 

{ ■duces present there to bo far superior to them 
>oth in arms and in learning. Therefore when 
he rose and said, “This princess has been justly 
and in accordance with the Ordinance won by 
this Brahman;” they ceased fighting and peace¬ 
ably went away to their respective kingdoms. 

The Panchala princess Draupadi was 
finally married in due form to the five Pandu 



* Such marriages were common in the age of which we 
speak. We quote the Aibarva Vcd i 9-5-27*28, 

(l The woman that accept a husband when her fust 
husband is alive is never separated from him by giving away 
Aja Pamhandmta , If the second husband gives away blazing 
Aja Panchandana with Dakshina y he and his wife go to 
the same region/ 1 See also the Atharva Veda 5-17-8. 

The Pandavas passed their early life in Tibet. It is still 
a prevalent custom of that country for the women 10 have a 
plurality of husbands* This custom is ttill to be met with 
among some of the Hindu castes in many parts of India* 
specially in Orissa. 

f This custom disappeared with the Vedir age. It 
became then absolutely necessary for the writers of the 
Brahmanical period t\ e. when Brahmamcal supremacy was 
extreme, to gloss it over. They could not bear the idea that 
such was the custom of their forefathers* Thus from Chapters 
CXCIL, to CCI-, Adi Parva, Mahavarata, had to be 
interpolated. In these chapters we find that when the 
Pan da v as returned home, they cried from the door, u Mother, 
wt have got splendid alms today.” The mother replied, 
^Whatever it be, my sons, divide it among ail of you.” So 
that their mother’s word might not become false, they married 
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V they met, Judhisthira asked 
■ishna, “Q prince, how have you boon able to 
ttticw us, living as wo do in disguise ?” Krishna 
smilingly replied, “O king, fire, even if it is 
covered, can easily be known. Who else among 
men except the Pandavas can perform such 
feats ?”* 


the princess all together. Then Vyasa came and said many 
i-' traordinary, ridiculous and foolish things to remove the 
scruples of all concerned. We need not dwell on these 
chapters, as only a cursory view of them would show that 
hey are the works of a poetaster. 

* Maltavarata, Adi Pam, Chapter 190th, Slokas 33-24. 
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'ite news of the marriage of the Pandavas 
with the Panchala princess soon reached 
Hastinanur. It was a very serious nows to the 
Kura King. Ho was fully aware that it he 
declined to give the Pandavas their fattier a 
kingdom, tfien their hereditary and ever- 


lasting enemy, king Drupada, would make 
it a plea to wreak his vengeance upon 


liim "Therefore Dhritarashtra privately 
consulted with his son Durjadhana and 
his friends* Wo shall quote the ancient 
eliornicler. f 


* Kama, Sulci ni, and Dushasana were tile thiee eha f 
counsellors of .Durjadhana. They always supported him «n 
all his acts, both good and evil. Kama, as we lia.e .dr. y 
said, was a Kanin son of Kuno, but he was not iawarei o. it. 
He grew to be a great warrior, and Durjadhana . eageriv 
welcomed him to his court 10 order to keep a balance of 
power with the Pandavas, for there was no other man m 
India who could withstand Arjuna except Kama. hH. ; a- 
dhana made him the king of Anga, but as Karna was always 
present in the Kuril court, we believe the title was only an 
honorary one. It is probable Kama never ruled over Anga 
(modern Western Bengal) which was then but a forest. 

Sukani was the prince of Gandhara. He was die brother 
of Gandhari, and therefore the mcternal tm* le of purjadhana. 
This prince always lived in Haslmapur and was in tact tnc 
evil genius of Durjadhana. . A 

Dushasana vrts one of the brothers of Durjad i ina an . 
was a great supporter of all his evil acts. Out oitiift numer¬ 
ous sons of Dhritarashtra, only Vikarea kept aloof 

from the evil designs of his brothers. . 

| The speeches that we quote are long m the original* mt 
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/ 'Hrjndhana and Kama came to the tumr 
aiui Th'.ty thus spoke to him, ‘0 father, you are 
not acting Bis you should. You ought; to act 
m such a -way as to weaken the power of the 
, a j a T AS * Dhritamshtra, ever weak and ever 
loud of his sons, said, ‘0 Durjadhana, toll me 
uhat is m your mind and hi the mind of 
,® ? , -the wicked Durjadhana then thus 
addressed his lather, 'Let us by the help of 
trusted and skilful Brahmans privately create 
dissensions amongst the Pandavas. A quarrel 
between the sons of Kunti and Madri is not 
improbable Or let the king Drupada with his 
sods and all his ministers of state be tempted 
by the offer of vast wealth, so that he 
may abandon the cause of the- Pandavas. 
p r ,' ot our spies speak to each of the 
\ f ur i- av,iS . separately the inconveniences 
ot living m Hastinapur. Let them induce 
the sons of Pandu to live in Pancbala. 

whvTl, ^ T pl ° y an >' of these means 

wInch appear to you faultless. Time passes 


we give onlyptrnons of them. We purposely quote th 
ror they w„u, d give OHr readers « fair Wea (1 /\ hc Jg 

men whom we shall hare to come i„ contact all through 
'^ th VVurk - bt:e 'Wahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter 103rd 
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We should not make any fa* 



Kama said, '0 Durjadhatia, in my opinion, 
yonr reasonings are not well founded. No 
machination would sueceed against tho 
Pandavas. You have formerly tried to accom¬ 
plish your desire by various subtle means, but 
you were not successful in your attempts. In 
my opinion, this is what is good and advisable 
for 1 us, namely, to attack and fight with thei * 
till they are extirpated.’ Having heard wliat 
Kama said, the great king Dhritarashtra gave 
him high praise, and he then thus addi eased 
him, ‘You are gifted with great wisdom. You 
are highly' accomplished in arms. Such words, 
breathing the spirit of heroism, are surely 
worthy of you. But let Bhisma, Drono, and 
Vidura and you all consult together, Theu 
adopt that means which will be to our good. 
He then summoned to him all his ministers 
and counsellors. 


In the council the old patriarch, the ever 
wise Bhisma, thus spoke ‘0 Dhntarashtra, 
I can never consent to a quarrel with the sons 
of Panda. Pandu was to me as you are to me. 
I he sons ot ^Candhari are as dear to mo as 
those of Tvunti. Conclude a treaty with 
those heroes and give them half of the king¬ 
dom. 0 Durjadhana, as you consider this 
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kingdom your paternal property, so do the 
Pandayas. Therefore I ask you not to quarrel 
with thorn.’ 

.Drona said, { 0 King, friends summoned 
for consultation should always speak what is 
right and conducive to Same. O Sire, my 
inion is the same as that of the illustrious 



Bhiisma. Let the sons of Kunti have a share 
ill the kingdom,’ 

Kama rose in anger and said, ‘O king 
these two old men are supported by your 
wealth. They are supposed to be your best 
friends. What can be more surprising than 
that they should give you advice that is not 
for your good V 

The great preceptor, Drona, mildly said, 
'O Kama, know what X have said is good for 
all. This would be for the prosperity of the 
Kuru race. If you consider it as productive 
of evil, say what would be to our good.’ 

Vidura said, ( 0 king, your friends have 
spoken to you what would be for our good, 
but it appears you do not accept it. Knowing 
that the claim of the Fandavas to the kingdom 
in even prior to yours, behave virtuously 
towards them. The stain of calumny is on 
you on account of the act of Purochana.* 

* This refers to the burning nf the lac*hous& 
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kindlv bebavin 


C King, 


have 


a 


great 


wo 

war" with, 
secure him 
our power. Tiro 
powerful. They 


Wash yourself off it by 
towards the sons of Panda, 
not very long ago waged 
Icing Drupada. If wo can now 
as an ally, it will strengthen 
Vadus are numerous and 
will all bo thero where Krishna will be, and 
where Krishna is, victory is certain. I have 
not the least doubt that the great Vvisni 
priuco will stand by the Panda van, 0 Sire, 
having heard that the sons of Pritha are alive, 
t bo men of the city and the kingdom have 
become exceedingly glad. They are all eager 
to see them. Do what will be agreeable to- 
them.’ 


King Dhritarashtra then said, ‘O Vidura, 
t he learned Bhisraa and the illustrious Bishi 
Drona and you yourself have said the 
truth, and what is good for us. As the 
heroic sons of Kunti are the sons of Panda, 
so are they also my sons. As ray sons are 
entitled to this kingdom, so eertainly are the 
sons of Panda. Go, Vidura, and in duo affec¬ 
tion bring the Pandavas here along with their 
.mother. Bring also with them the Pan ch a hi 
princess, Draupadi of celestial beauty.’ 

Thereupon Vidura at the command of 
Phritarashtra went to king Drupada nud to 
the Pandavas. He took with him numerous 
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femgsntid jewels and Various other riches* 
to b .3 presented to the Panchala king to 
the Pandavus, and to Draupadi. Having 
arrived at the Panchala city, he waited 
upon king Drupada who received him in 
proper form. They both enquired after 
each othor’s health. Vidor a then saw the 
Pandavas and Krishna, embraced them in 
affection, and enquired after their health. 
He then presented to the Panda vas, to Kunti, 
Draupadi, Drupada and Drupada’s sons the 
gems and jewels and various kinds of 
wealth sent to them by the Kurus, and 
thus addressed the great Panchala king. ‘O 
Sire, Dhritarashtra with Ilia ministers, sons 
and friends has again and again enquired after 
your welfare. TIo has been highly honoured 
by an alliance with you. All the Kurus regard 
themselves greatly blessed by this alliance: 
This alliance with you has made thorn happier 
than if they have acquired a new kingdom. 
O Sire, now permit the Pandavas to return 
to Ilastinapdr. The Kurus are exceedingly 
eager to see the sons of Pandu. They are 
long absent from their homo, they too 
must be very eager to see their own city. 
All the Kura ladies, all the citizens, all our 
subjects aro eagerly waiting to see the 
Panchala Princess, Draupadi.’ 


INDRAPRASTHA 




The Panehala king replied, ‘0 Via 
too have been exceedingly happy by this 
alliance. It is proper for these illustrious 

S inees to return to their ancestral kingdom. 

ut it is not proper for me to say this myself. 
If Judhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and 
Sahadeva, if Rama and Krishna, who are 
highly learned in the precepts of religion, 
wish it, then let the Pandavas along with my 
daughter go back to Hastinapur.’ 


Judhisthira said, ‘0 Sire, I with all iny 
brothers are dependent on you. We shall 
all gladly do what you will command us.’ 

As king Drupada looked at Krishna, he 
said, ‘I am • of opinion that they should go. 
Hut we must all abide by the opinion of king 
Drupada who is highly learned in the precepts 
of virtue.’ 


The Panehala king then said, ‘Having 
considered all the circumstances, I agree with 
this foremost of men, this heroin and mighty 
armed Vrisni prince. They should return 
to their owu ancestral kingdom.’ 


Having been commanded by the illustri¬ 
ous Panehala king, the Pandava? with 
Draupadi and Kunti started with V idura 
for tbo city of their forefathers. When king 
Dhritarasiitra learnt that they had arrived, 
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iifefaent out the Kara princes anti his great 
ministers to receive them, The city became 
radiant with sight-seers. Thousands of mon, 
w'onaen and children hastened towards the 
place to sec their beloved Pandu princes 
returned to their city. 

The Pandavas then went to the place 
and worshipped the feet of Dhritarashtra, as 
also those of Bhisma and also the feet of all 
else that deserved the honour. They enquired 
alter the. health of all, and then entered the 
palace assigned to them. 


<SL 


When they had taken some rest, they 
were summoned by the king, who thus 
addressed them, ‘O Judhiathira,, listen with 
your brothers to what I say. Go to Khan- 
davaprastna,* so that no diilerences may 
..gam arise between you and my children. 
Ji you live there, none shall be able to iniuro 
you.' J 


Agreeably to the king’s order, the 
L andavas started for Khandavaprastha. It 
was a fearful forest, but they founded a great 
city there and named it ludrapruatha. They 
received only an extensive dreary land for 
then* kingdom—an wild tract covered with 


* As Hastinapar stood on the banks of the Ganges, so 
was Khandavaprastba situated on the banks of the Jamuna. 








„ — not complain; 
began to build up there a great kingdom, 
• soon became the greatest in all India 
Haying settled them in their new city, 
Krishna with their permission returned to 
Dwarka. 


0 





CHAPTER XXI 


THE MARRIAGE OF SU 3 HADRA 

Some time after, when the Pandavas had 
oornfortably settled down in their new city, 
Arjuna went to pay a visit to the Trisni 
prince Krishna in his own city Dwarka. # We 
shall again quote our historian 

When the invincible Arjuna came to tho 


* Chapter, CCXX*, to CCXXL, Adi Pam, Mahavarata 
arc interpolations to gloss over the marriage of Dratipadu 
They jdatc the arrival of Narada in the Pandava Court- 
Uc asked them to make an arrangement amongst themselves 
so that they might not quarrel over their wife. Under his 
advice* the Pandavas took a vow that if any of them would 
approach Draupadi when one of them would he with her* then 
he would go to exile for twelve years. 

One day when Judhisthira was with Draupadi, a 
Brahman a pitiously appealed to Arjuna to rescue his lane 
from the robbers. Arjuna faced the dire calamity of exile and 
entered the room in which Judhisthira was with Draupadi at 
the time,, for in that room he had all his weapons- Having 
rescued the kine, he returned to his brothers and asked their 
permission to go away to exile He teu Indraprastha and 
roved about many places till at last he came to the Provasa. 








the marriage of subhadra 



y and charming Provasa,# Krishna 
and went to meet his friend. Embracing 
each other, they enquired after each other’s 
health. They spent some time in the 
Provasa and then went to the Raivataka 
hill. Before their arrival, the hill was, at 
the command of Krishna, decorated in various 
ways by many artificers. Various sorts of 
eatables were also collected for the reception 
of the Pandu prince. Enjoying everything 
that was provided for him, Arjuna sat 
down to witness the performances of actors 
and dancers. After dismissing them all with 
proper respect, the Pandava hero then 
retired for the night. 

He rose in the morning, awakened by 
the sweet songs and melodious notes, of 
the Fina,t and by the panegyrics and 
benedictions of the bards. After he had 
performed the daily rites, he was accosted 
with affection by the Vrisni prince. Then 
ascending a golden chariot, he started with 
Krishna for Dwarka. 

The citizen of the Vrisni city came by 
. hundreds and thousands into the public 


* This was the most sacred pilgrimage of that age. It 
was in Guzrat* very near Dwarka. 

f Vim h a stringed musical Instalment* 
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-> ^.streets to see him. Dwarka with its 
gardens, houses and streets, was beautifully 
decorated to give a grand reception to 
the Pandu prince. He was respectfully 
welcomed by all the Bhoias, the Andhakas, 
the Vi idnis and the whole Yadu race. He 
in return worshipped all that deserved his 
worship and received their blessings. Ho was 
accorded a hearty welcome and affectionate 
reception by all the young men of the 
Yadu race. He too again and again 
embraced them all. He then passed many 
days in the delightful mansion of Krishna. 


A few days after his arrival, a great 
festival was held by the Vrisnis on the 
Raivataka hill.* In this great festivity in 
honour of the hill, Arjuna gave away much 
wealth to the hundreds of Brahmans that 
assembled there. The Raivataka was in a 
sea of merriment; the musicians played in 
concert on all their musical instruments, the 
dancers danced, and the songsters sang. The 
effulgent youths of the Yrisni race, adorned 
with ornaments, looked handsome everywhere. 


* Out readers will find that Krishna introduced his res- 
ttvity in honour of the hill even amongst his own clansmen. 
We need not remind our readers that he first held it ia the 
Vrittdavana in honour of the hill Comardimna, 
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with drink, adorned ■with beauti 
garlands, attired in costly robes, aocom- 
anied by their wives and followed by the 
musicians, they sported about like the 
celestials in heaven. 


When _ thus walking about, Krishna 
brought Arjuna to the place where his si fter, 
him beautiful Subhadra, was sporting with 
her companions. As soon as Anuna saw her, 
ho was struck with her extraordinary beauty! 
Having seen that Arjunn was looking at her 
with marked attention, Krishna smilingly 
asked, 'How is it that the mind of a man 
iike yon is thus agitated by seeing a <drl. V 
Arjuna askc,d who the maiden *was ” nnd 
Krishna replied, 'She is my sister, Subhadru. 
She is the most beloved daughter of my father. 
If your mind is really set upon her, I shdi 
apeak to my father.’ 

Arjuna said, 'She is the daughter of 
Basudeva and the sister of Krishna, she is 
matchless iri beauty,—whom can she not 
tasemate ? If your sister become my wife 
l shall then consider that I have gained all 
the prosperity of the world. Tell me the 
means whereby I may obtain her.’ 

Krishna replied, ‘Friend, Sayamvara is 
no uoabt the form of marriage prevalent 
among: t us, but it would bo very doubtful in 
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"c:ve, for we do not know her tom nor and 
disposition—shy may not chose you. In the 
case of heroes the forcible taking; away of a 
maiden for the purpose of marriage is also 
praiseworthy. Therefore if you are eager to 
marry her, carry her off.’* 

Haring settled every thing about what 
should be done, Krishna and Arjuna sent some 
swift messengers to Judhisthira at Indra- 
prnstha. When in due course of time Arjuna 
got his brother’s assent, ho decided in consulta¬ 
tion with Krishna all that was to bo done. 


Learning one day that the Vriani princess 
had gone to the Raiv&taka hill, Arjuna set out 
on Krishna's chariot as if in a hunting excur¬ 
sion. He waited on the way by which subhadra 
\vohld return. As noon as he saw her he 
suddenly rushed towards her and took hor 
upon his chariot. He then drove fast away 
towards his own city Ind raprastha, 

In tho meanwhile tho armed attendants 
of tho princoss ran towards Dwarka to give 


* It is tjuite apparent Krishna was all along eager to 
marry his sister to Arjuna. But ho was aware that his proud 
tin men would not agree to bestow a Vrisni princess on a 
Pandava, for as we have already said there was a great doubt 
about the legitimacy of their birth. It is for this reason that 
lie advised Arjuna to cany Subhadra away. 
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. Nation of what hud happened. 
u.d into the Yadnva court ana represented 
to tho Savapaia that the princess Stibhadra 
had been carried away by She Pandu prince 
Having heard this-, tho Snvapttlit immediately 
blow his golden trumpet, calling every one 
to arms. Alarmed at that sound, the Bbojas, 
the Yrisnis and the Andbakaa poured in froni 
all directions When they heard what had 
happened, they all cried, ‘Yoke your cars, yoke 
your oar*. We must punish the impudent 
Kuru.’ But Valarnma asked them to have 
.patience and addressed them thus, ‘O Sense- 
Miiss men, what are you doing, when Krishna 
does say nothing ? Lot Krishna apeak out 
what ho proposes to do.’ Then he turned 
towards his younger brother and thus spoke 
to him. ‘Why do you not speak ? Why 
are yon silent? It was for your sake that 
Arjunn was welcomed and received with 
all honour by us. It now appears that 
wretch, that fool does nbt deserve our 
welcome and honour. By insulting uh all, 
he has carried away Subhadra bj force. He 
has placed his foot on our head. Never 
shall I put up with the insult offered by 
Arjuna.’ 


* Sassaflala the cl.icl oJHcct of the court. 
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• . Krishna with great calmness said, 
‘Arjuna lias not insulted our family by 
w hat ha lias done. Rather he has enhanced 
mir g\ory. Arjuna knows that we are not 
mercenary and we shall not give away 
bubhadru him by receiving wealth. Ho 
regarded the ftayamvara doubtful in its 

consequences, for Subhadra might make 
some other choice. He is not a' man that 
would accept a bride as a gift, as if she 
were a cattle. He knew that there was 

none who would soli to him his own 

daughter. Lacier the circumstances Arjuna 
nnd no other alternative fclnm to carry 
■way the maiden. He has done it according 
to custom and ordinance * This alliance is 
» very proper one. Arjuna is the fittest 

husband for bubhadra. Ho comes of the 
naistrious Blrnmtn race ; bo is also our 

cousin, the son of our father’s sister, he is 
the greatest warrior of our age Who 
could be a better match for our sister than 
Arjuna i I would, therefore, ask you to go 
to him and stop him by conciliation. If we 


♦ w e have already said in our footnote, page , S <^ that 
Ih, carry-,, K away of a maiden wa5 thought by a A ._ |n t 
to be the best tray of marring a bride. Krishna pom ted 
out 1»* reasons for not disapproving the :onduct of Arjuna. 
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fight with him and if we are dnfet 
will be destroyed for ever. There 
is no disgrace, however, in reconciliation.’ • 

Having heard these words of Krishna, 
the Yadus thought that ho was right. They 
then all went and stopped him. Then 
bringing him bach in groat honour, tboy 
bo* to wed their beloved princess Subhadra 
on him with great pomp and grandeur. 





CHAPTER XXII 


THE GREAT ASSEMBLY HALL 


A™ the marriage of Subhadra, the 
P* '°P 0 . 0t D'varia, with Rain a and krisjtLna 
at their head, according to custom started for 
iudraprustha to pay a complimentary visit to 
the .Paudavus. When thcv all were at 
Ijidrapraatha, the Pandu princes desired to 
clear a larger tract of land than what they 
possessedI by burning down the great Khandava 
iorest * Ihe order was issued, thousands of men 


„„„ A , ftP ' thc matri.wo of Subhadra follow Chapter 
. , X ' MH 10 CCXXVf > lhcse a re the last chapters of the 
1 1 ;, ' va JIahav arata. They are called the KkaxJwaJaA,, 
or tl,e l)urni “? of the Khatuiwa forest. There i 3 
hardly anythin', of historiral value in these chapters. They 
are obvious after-interpolations, added by later poets who 
based their descriptions on the burning of the Khamirv* 
by i. • P an da v as. Perhaps it was this fact only that was 
mentioned by V'yasa in the original Mahavarata. At the 
age of which »e speak, the Aryans settled in India by burning 
down the forests with which the whole country was covered. 
A few chapters higher up we find that the Pan da v as obtained 
only a fearful forest to found their city upon. It was quite 
natural, therefore, that they would burn down this forest to 






the great assembly hall 

collected, and every arrangement_ 

When everyth : ng necessary was done, 
Iv rial in a and Arjuna with all the people sot 
out from their city, and on reaching tho forest, 
they sot fire to it. Soon did the aU-destroying 
element fearfully rage and foam and ‘ roar, 
consuming everything that came in its way. 
It was an awful dght. Thousands of birds 
flew up and dropped down into tho raging fire 
wii.h their wings and feathers burnt down. 
Innumerable wild beasts piteously screamed 
and roared, and ran in all directions, but 
none of them was able to get out of the 
roach of the fearful fire that, enveloped 
them like a fiery demon, licking hi t tongue 
taste t-heir blood. A Danava * named Hoy. 


clear Hie tract Perhaps the great Vyasa wrote this much, but 
the later poets added that one day when Krishna and Arjun.v 
were sitting on the banks ol the the fire-god, 

Arni. came to them in the disguise of a Brahman and he 
asked them to give him some food. When asked v hat 
food he desired to have, he then introduced himself as the 
fire-god and told the two heroes that hn wanted to 
otis.imc the A hiituia&>i forest, for he had got dyspepsia by 
eaeng too much of acrifical gktt and the consumption of the 
, KkantLiva was its only remedy, Krishna and Arjuna 
promised to help him in die matter and thus the Khandavn 
forest came to be burnt down. These descriptions are too 
palpable fictions to be taken into serious consideration. 

Hie original inhabitants of India. See our note in p. 64. 
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to live in this forest was at the 

E cint of being burnt down ; but Arjumv 
astensd to his rescue and saved ids life. 
WIton the forest was completely burned down, 
Moy came to Arjuna and thus addressed him, 
“0 son of Kunti, I have been saved by you 
from this angry firo-god, who desired to 
consume me. Tell me what I shall do for 
you."* 

Arjuua replied, “0 great Danava, you 
have dono everything You have nothing 
more to do. Go wherever you like. Bo always 
well-disposed towards us ns v o arc always well- 
disposed towards you.” 

Moy said, “0 lord, what you have said is 
iuily worthy of you. But, 0 descendant of 
Bharnta, I gladly desire to do soraothiug for 
you. 1 am a great artist,—in fact I am the 
Viswakarmat of the Danavas. O son of 
Pandu, allow mo to do something for you.” 


♦ See S*v* Farva, Mahavsrata, Chapter 1 . The major 
portion of the Sava Parva is evidently a portion of the original 
M.ihavarata. A* the story of Moy Danava is found h it, * 

we accept it a* a fact. Another ground for our accepting it is ^ 
that the Great Assembly Hall that Moy built was the axle on 
which the whole story of the Maha\ arata rolled. 

f Viswakarroa literally means the maker of the univene- 
But here it refers to the EnginecMiKliicf of the Datum. 
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Arjuna said, “0 Dansva, you consider that 
your life has boon saved by me. Such being 
the case, I cannot make you do anything for 
me. But T am not willing to disappoint you. 
Do something for Krishna. That will be 
sufficient requital for my services to you," 

Moy turned towards Krishna and pressed 
him to say what he could do for him ; hut 
Krishna did not nsk any thing to bo dono for 
him. He said, “O best of artists, if you desire 
to do some service to me, then build ■> large 
Assembly Hall for king Judhisthira. Build 
such au Assembly Hall that mortal men may 
not be able to build another like it." 


Then Krishna and Arjuna, having told 
every thing to Judhiathira, introduced Moy to 
him. Th». king received him with nil honours 
and Moy too accepted them with duo respect 
and humility. 

Then at the request of Krishna, Moy in 
course of time built a magnificent and wonder¬ 
ful Assembly Hall for the PandavaH. The 
people gazed at it in wonder and astonhdmioat, 
but none of them over dreamed what would 
bo the outcome of its construction in their 
city. It never crossed their mind why out of 
thousands of things Krishna askod the Dnnava 
to build an Assembly Hall for the Paudu 

princes. 
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m beautiful and matchless S&va* at no 
date produced two very important 
but contrary results. It led king Jiidhisthira 
to perform the groat Rajsuya Sacrifice 
iu wm$h ho assumed the Imperial Dignity. 
His niagnificonco, power and wealth filled 
the minds of hie cousins, the Kurus,—Dm 
jadhnnu and others,—with great jealousy. 
The)’ challenged him to a game of dice, 
and winning from him nil that lie possessed, 
made him take a vow to go to exile for 
thirteen yearn* Thc*so diaAensiuns and frater¬ 
nal quarrels finally ended in the great 
or Kurukahetra iu which almost all 
f ne chiefs and potentates of India, nay half 
the jjcople of the Aryan race, lost their 
Jives* . 


• But in this sanguinary field of battle 
where millions of men foil fighting, where 
blood streamed forth and where death 
danced like a fierce demon, Krishna preach¬ 
ed his Groat Religion, On this fearful 
field he preached to the human race the 
Words of God, In the midst of the dead *wd 


* Sava is an Assembly Halt Her® it mean* the hall 
where the kin* hdd b h court and performed all his pubbe 
and royal functions. 
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the dying, ho raised his finger and pointed to 
mankind the way to the land df evor~ 
lasting bliss. In the holy field of 
Kurukshetra did he establish in the Vforld 
the Kingdom of liighteowmess —not m mere 
words, but in living reality. 




CHAPTER XXHI 


PROPOSAL FOR RAJSUYA 

The kingdom of Indrapraatha became 
ruore proeperons and more powerful than the 
old kingdom of Hastinapur* With the prowess 
of arms of hw four heroic brothers, Judhisthim 
became a very great king. Many chiefs and 
potentates acknowledged his supremacy, and 
"J? taeasury was Idled with immense wealth.! 
iiii- relatives, friends mid ministers urged him 
to assume the Imperial Dignity by perfor- 
rning the great Rajauya Sacrifice. Tho 
grand Assembly Hall was ready, his power 
'van immense, why should he‘ not become 

Indian ° f a11 the kiDgS of Northern 


* After the bin-rung of the forest and the building of the 
Assembly Halt, there follow eight chapters in the Sava Parra, 
Mahavama. They contain a lecture by Narada to Jiidhinhira. 
There >• no mention of Krishna in any of these chapters. 

t See M ihavarata, Sava P.irva, Chapters XXV to 
XXXIt, the conquests of the Fandavas. 

♦ From Chl P ,rr x,l! t0 Chapter Xlx in the Rajauya 
Sacrmce ha, been disnased. We have already quoted two 
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Though tempted to perform this great 
iaci ifiee. Judhistniro hesitated ; he w.as not 
a man to do things in haste. He knew 
that there was only one man amongst- his 
friends and relatives who would ape,-tic out 
the truth, however unpleasant it might be. 


extracts from thesis chapters. (Chapter XVI., Krishna's 
speech in 149 and 150 pages). We have quoted in this chapter 
many more passages, that appeared to us to be the part cjf 
the original Muhav.u ata. Interpolations are very prominent 
m the Sava Pnrva of the Mahavarata,—more palpable and 
easier to be detected than in any other Parv.i of the Maha- 
varau. Repetitions are also too many, and contradietoi y 
statements are often met with. We need not say we have 
rejected ail palpable fictions and obvious interpolations. 

In Chaplets XVII and XVIII, an extraordinary des¬ 
cription of die birth of jaruandha is given ;—wo might call it 
the work of a fourth rate story-teller. It cannot be the 
■writing of the great Vyasa. We quote a passage, Maha¬ 
varata, Sava Parva, Chapter XVII, Slokas 33—41 

"O best of the Bharata rare, recalling his former promise;, 
that best of kings (Bnhadntha) gave that'one fruit (which he 
received from an ascetic) to his two wives. His two beautiful 
Wive.-, are the mango, dividing it into two equal part*. In 
consequence of the infallibility of the Rithi’s word, both of 
them conceived. Seeing them in that state, the kin? was 
filled with great joy. Some time after, when the proper 
season came, each of the two queens brought forth two 
fragmentary bodies. Each of these bodies had one eye, one 
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_ know he would not sneak things 011I7 

to ploaau him as his friends, relatives and 
ministers often did. He therefore thought 
of Krishna, and sent a swift messenger to 
Dwarka to invito the great Vrisni prince 
to Iudraprastha. Krishna was the great 
Mentor Of all the chiefs an 1 potentates 
of India. 


In due time Krishna arrived at ths 
Paudava city. Then in fall court king 
Judhisthira thus spoke to him,* “O Krishna, 
l have desired to perforin the great Kajsuya 
Sarrilice. But it cannot be performed 
through my simply wishing to do it. You 


*im, one leg, halt a stomach, and half a (ace. Seeing the 
*iag memary bodies, they began to tremble, ihe helpless 
sisters then in great anxiety consulted together. They ihnn 
abandoned in Marrow the fragments which had life In them* 
1 he two midwivcs then carefully wrapped up those still-born 
fragments and went out of the inner apartments by the back 
dooi. Throwing aVay the bodies, they returned in haste* O 
best of men, some time after a Ra^hasha woman, named 
Jam* *ho lived on flesh and blood, took up the fragments 
Uwit lay on the crossing of the toad. Being impelled by fate 
that fuk stash.1 woman united the fragments to make them 
e:utar to carry* 0 best of men, as soon as the fragments 
were united* they formed into a heroic child of one body- 1 * 
* Matavarata, Sava Bar'a. Chapter XIU-, Slokas 
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iw what is nooessaxy to accomplish 1 
,y friends and ministers have said that I 
should perform it; but your words will bo 
my guide in tins matter. Some, without 
nothiug the difficulties, offer advices merely 
out of friendship. Sotno out of aolf-iiiterost 
say what wity bo agreeable to tho listener. 
Some oonsidc what is beneficial to thom- 
selvee is the only fittest thing to bo done. 
But you are above ull motives. You have 
conquered anger and desire. You should 
tell ine what is beneficial both to me and 
to the world." 


The unpleasant truth that his friends, 
relatives, and ministers did uot speak to 
him, Krishna told him in plain words. 
He told liiin that though ho was no dpubt 
tho fittest person to asaiimo the Imperial 
Dignity, yet he would not be allowed to 
do it,—not at least without a grea* 
struggle,—by Jarosandhi who was then 
bolding it in Ai'ymarta. He said,* “O 
bast ot the Bharata race, surely uia you 
worthy of becoming an Emperor. But, in 
my opinion, you will not bo ably to 
perform the Rujsuya sacrifice, no long os tho 
highly powerful Jurasandlm remains alive. 


* Ib;d, Cb. [i;or XIV, Slokas 61— jo. 
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kept many kinga imprisoned in hU 
city, Ginvrajtt.* By defeating the kings, lie 
his b&cotne the master over nil the sovereigns. 
From his fear wo have left Mathura and tlod 
to the distant Dwnrka. Therefore I say, O 
great king, if you desire to perform the Kajsuya, 
try to release the kings and kill the great 
tyrant. U ideas yyu do this your proposal can 
never ho .successful, for lie will oppose you, he 
will destroy your sacrifice,—nay, ho will 
destroy yourself and your kingdom. On the 
other hand if you can kill him, you will destroy 
the groatest tyrant of the world. You will save 
innumerable kings from life-long misery, and 
earn rlasting renown. To kill an oppressor 
of humanity iiko Jarnsnndhn would be of the 
greatest bene tit to the world. One, who 
.aspires to lie tho greatest of all kiugs, should 




* The dty of Girivraja wad situated m Modern Behar. 
The famous old city of Rajgriba was the ancient dty Girivraja* 
The mi m of this ever'renowned dty arc still to be seen a few 
mile* from th* modern town of Behar, one of the subdivisions! 
be ul quarters of the Patna district. The dty was enclosed by 
five hills which still hold up their heads as they did at the 
time of Jaiasanriha, and again many hundred years after at 
the time of G>ma na Buddha* fn the Mabavarata, these 
five htlk arc respectively called* tW£tfftr» t'anifa, Vrfjknw* 
Mtkigiri and ChaifaMa 
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the greatest good of the world as hrpyj’iy 


“Wo are all alarmed,” said Judhisfchira, "at 
the prowess and wickedness of the kin ft of 
Magadha. when you are afraid of .Tarasandha's 
might, how can I consider myself strong 
enough to fight with himf* 


A council of war was thou held. Bhima 
was for immediate fight,—Arjuna was not at 
all afraid of the wicked king,—Nakula and 
Sahadeva longed to have a trial of strength 
with the great Magadha potentate,—the gene¬ 
rals and warriors of the Pandava army all 
expressed their eagerness to march against the 
Magadha kingdom and crush its cruel king. 
But Krishna mildly said, "Men of immature 
understanding begin an act without having an 
eye to what may happen in future."* Then 
he turned towards tne king and said, “0 Sire 
with the army that you command, if you meet 
Jamsandha on an open field of battle, it would 
not be possible for you to defeat him. His 
stupendous array will crush youfs as a lion does 
a lamb. It would bo mere needless and wanton 
bloodshed of innumerable men,—innocent and 
poor,—who should not bo butchered either for 
the guilt of Jnrosiindba or for the fulfilment of 


* See Mabavanttt, Sava Parra, Chapter XV. 
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desire. It would bo one of the greatest 
Sinful acta. One should not commit sin even to 
bring 'about good. Therefore, 0 great king, I 
auk your permission to take with mo Bhima 
and .Arjuna and go to meet the Magadha king. 
Wo shall challenge him to a singlo combat; and 
aa a warrior he will never be able to refuse us. 

I can assure you, Sire, with whomsoever 
amongst us three, he elects to fight, ho is sure 
to be killed by him. We shall thus kill him in a 
fuir fight without bringing about a sanguinary 
war ami filling the earth with blood/' 

“0 Krishna,” replied the king, “out of my 
selfish motive and out of desire lor the Impe¬ 
rial Dignity, how can I send you to Jarasnudha ? 
I consider Bhima and Arjuna us my two eyes 
and you as my mind. How shall I be able to 
five without my tuiud and eyes 1" 

Arjuna, Bhima and Krishna asked him 
not to entertain uuy fear for their safety. They 
would bo sure to kill the Magadha king arid 
return in safety to Imlmprastka. They 
dispelled his fetors and anxieties and secured hta 
consent. They thou started for the kingdom of 
Magadha.* 


* The hare facts that *t have narrated in thlt small 
Chapter have been picked np from eight long chapters L 
from Chapters XU to XX or the Sava F&rva of the Mahur 
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before thoy coulil reach the city of 
Girivraja they thought it propor to avoid all 
public notice. It was impossible for such 
throe men to travel across India without 
creating a great commotion nil over the 
country. They, therefore, assumed the guise 
of Snataka* * Brahmnnns and started on foot as 
mendicants travelling over the country.t 


varnui- We have already said that u careful study of the 
Sava Parva would convince any one that it contains much 
of the original Mahavarata. The reason is that interpola- 
lions are more apparent and easier to be defected in this 
Parva than in any other of the Mahavarata A little careful 
study would show that the origin^ and later writings are 
toe distinct to be altogether ini perceptible* We shall point 
them out as we proceed 

• StufjLi Brahman is one who lias taken up Snataka 
(ascetic) vows, 

t In the Vagavata, Stand* X,, Chapter 70—7J* the 
death o! jarasandha is described. Vishnu Pm ana and 
Harivansa say nothing of this affair. 
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Thavelliho through many countries, tho 
T 1 , 6 Pences at kst arrived at the great city 
° j ■ 10 Magndha king.* According to custom 
and ordinance,t they did not enter the city 


are studiously trying to adhere as much as possibie 
to the original descriptions of the Mahavarata, for we hare 

eady sard that w e believe that much of the Sav a p ar va of 
the present Mahavarata is the original story written by the 
gie.it Vyasa. \Ve have, however, rejected many passages as 
b*ng .Interpolations and repetitions. Our readers will find 
Mat though wc have rejected them and did not add any thing, 
y« the continuity of the narrative or of the description is in 
no way distu.bcd. Perhaps this is a sufficient proof that the 
passages that we have rejected are interpolations and after- 
Addition*, 

i There were in ancient India some unwritten laws as 
regaids social and military etiquette, manners and customs, 
month-, and ethics. The ancient Aryans strictly followed and 
respected them. They considered their violation as being the 
greatest sm. These ordinances were many, and some of them 
oar readers will find in this chapter, such as (i) Not to enter 
t e wise or the city of an enemy by the public gate, (a) Not 
to accept the worship of one who i, „„ encmy . (j) Kot to 
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its public gates. They scaled 
of the hills* that surrounded the city, 
then forcing a passage through it, 
descended in the streets of Girivraja. 


<§L 


ono 

and 

they 


They then went straight on to the park 00 ,1‘ 
and sent intimation to the king that they 
asked for an interview. Thu permission was 
granted, and they woro sent for. When they 
appeared before the grout king, they woro 
asked to take their seats and to accept the wor- 


fi«ht with erne who has tfrown fatigued. (4) To refuse a 
challenge to a single combat &c., ffcc. Wc would ftr.k our 
r eade rs to mark these ancient Aryan "morals’’ and compare 
them with those of the modern world. Our reader, will come 
across many of these ancient Aryan ordinances in this 
little book. 

* This hill was named the Cluutaka. 

f Mahavarata, Sava Parra* Chapter XXI., Sloka Zf> 
says .—“ Seeing the great wealth of these shops, those best of 
men, Krishna, Bhlma and Arjuna, proceeded along the public 
streets, Those greatly powerful heroes snatched garland* 
from the flower "Vendors.” Can we believe that men like 
Krishna* Bbirna and Arjuna will forcibly snatch away flowers 
from the flower-vendors ? Thu Snatch Tig and asiang for 
flowers 1 ' is also mentioned in the Vishnu Parana, Chapter XX., 
Part V., where it describes the entry of Krishna and Rama 
into Mathura. Perhaps it was a mere custom for the heroes of 
ancient India to ask and to accept flowers from their vendors. 
Flowers are still offered to the heroes all over the world. 
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—, f{»t was offered to a guest, but they de- 
me< both with thanks* The strange attiro 
and the heroic mien of the visitors struck the 
„£?• , Iook, ‘ fl at them long, and then said,t 
It r-, well-kimwn to me that no when- in the 
whole Vorid the Brahmans engaged in observing 
thoSnvtaka vows over adorn them selves with 
gurl; nds or with fragrant paste Who are you 
lien, thus adorned with flowers,—and with 
JumdH that bear the marks of the bow-strings 7 
xour costume gives me to understand that you 
are Brahmans, though you bear all the marks 
Of the warriors? Tell me truly who you are. 
Breaking down tho peak of the Chailaka hill, 
why y Q U ]n disguise entered the city by 

other ways than through tho publio gates f 


. * tbe Sava parva . Chapter XXI., Slokas 31-34, it,, 
rfcte.nrd that when Krishna, Bbima m,d Arjuna m c 
PiMsanrl, a, the tatter two kepi silent, and Krishna said that 
the) had taken the vow of silence till mid-night Having 
heard this Jaratudha retired and met them at mid-night. 
We bar e rejected this description a* being interpolation. The 
style of r >0 couplet-, shows that it is no, the part of the original 
* a avatata. sides, this incident is purposeless. There 
7 n< * wh T W'una and Arjurm should remain »tl«u 

«lt nitti-night, for we fintl later „ n that the combat was 
fought publicly before all ,h c people of Girivr.aia. The 
challenge was also made a- publicly. 

t See M .thavar.ua, Sava Parva, Chapier XXI., Sloka 43-43. 
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“O king,” repti-.f 1 Krishna, ‘‘all men"' are 
Competent to observe the Snataku vow a ;— 
and as poisons who adorn themselves with 
dowers uiwnys gain prosperity, we hare adorned 
our elves with gnrl-mda. Tho wise mop enter 
their enemy’s house through a way which is 
not the public gate. Only in the house of 
a friend they enter by tho proper gate. We- 
have, therefore, done the same. Know .dso, O 
king, that entering ; n enemy’s house with tho 
purpose of accomplish ng an obj< ct, we do not 
accept tho worship offered by him.” “I do 
not r-.•collect," said Jarasundba, “that I have 
over done you any injury. When 1 have 
done you no harm, why d> you consider 
rae ns your enemy ? I strictly adhere 
to tho practices of my order. I never 
injur any of my subjects, In bringing 
this charge against me, you appear to be 
mistaken." 


“Many kings,” replied Krishna, “have 
been made* captive by you. Aft- r persecuting 
them, y »u intend to offer them ns sacrifices. 
You have turned m u of your own order into 
besets. Having done this cruel wrong to the 
entire royal race, how do you consider yourself 
innocent * We practise virtue, and we are 
capable of protecting virtue ; therefore ir 
we do not punish you, your sin will touch 
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fG ai-e always desirous of helping the 
treked ; wo have therefore come to hill you. 
Xnotf thru, we are not Brahmans,—I am 
Krishna, the Vrisni prince these two are the 
Bandy princes, Bhirna and Arjuna. We 
challenge you to a, single combat Either 
nbernto the kings or go to the abode of Yuma 
(god of death).” 


♦ We should ask our readers to mark the above words of 
Srikiishna. Krishna says that one who is virtuous and at 
the same time capable of protectin ; virtue, i.e. preventing 
uthers from committing sin, is bound to protect virtue and 
p.c.et'i sin being Committed, if he fails in doing it, he is as 
much a sinner as the one who commits sin. In hi* opinion a 
man should not only be virtuous and perform "all virtuous acts, 
but he should also prevent others from committing sin. In 
JJdyogA Parva, Chapter L.XXI 1 , Sloka 18, Mahavarata, we 
find the following passage. ‘ The sin that is committed by 
killing one who docs not deserve to lie killed is as great as tire 
Sin of not killing one who deserves to be killed t. e. one 
who does not deserve to be killed should by no means be 
killed, but one who deserves to be kilted should by ait means be 
killed. Krishna told Jarasandha in plain words, '‘You are a 
great sinner, and as wo are capable of preventing you f rom 
committing sin, we have considered it our duty to make an 
attempt to stop you in your sinful career. You are beyond all 
reform,—no amount of persuation would bring about t change 
for the better in you, therefore you deserve to be killed ; that 
it the only means of preventing you front committing sin. We 
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arasandha smiled and said, “I novor make 
a king prisoner without defeating him. 0 
Krishna, neither am I the person to liberate 
my prisoners through fear or by threats, t am 
ready to fight with troops against troops, or 
alone against you one, two or threo, separately 
or all together.” ”0 king,” said Krishna, “then 
tell us with whom amongst us throe you 
intend to fight ?” 


The great king of Magndha cast scornful 
glances at Krishna and Arjuna whom bo 
considered to be too insignificant to bo 
accepted by him as his adversaries. Ho turned 
like on infuriated bull towards Bhima and 
said, “O Prince, I shall fight with j'ou. It 
is always bolter to bo vanquished by a 
superior than by an inferior one."* , 


have therefore come to kill you/' Buddha, Christ and other 
great prophets also tried to prevent the commission of sin in 
the world by preaching,—but Krishna went a step further. 
He not only reformed the sinners by preaching, but where he 
found a sinner beyond all reform, he removed him from the 
world To eradicate sin in the world he was as much an 
evangelist spreading his great teachings broadcast at a judge 
parsing sentence where it was necessary, 

• We have said that none should accept the entire Sava 
paiva (as we now possess) as being written by Vyata. If we 
do it, we shall then have to uke the following as an actual 
fact. In Sava Panra, Chapter XIX, Stokas 12-24 *ay:— 
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CHA.FTER XXV 

* THE DEATH OF JARASANDHA 

•f abasandha ordered hk son Sahadebn* to 
be inst illed on the throne and mmlo all 
preparations for the great combat. We shall 
once more quote the ancient chronicler 

“Plie priests brought the yellow pig¬ 
ment obtained from the cow, also gnrluitk 
of flowers and other auspicious articles and 
various ii sellout medicines for restoring un¬ 
conscious ness and for alleviating pains The 
propitiatory ceremonies for the king with 

* ‘ !““ — ' '* • 

“Somo time after when king Kan?a was killed by Krishna, an 
enmity a.oic between him (Jarasandha) and Krishna. The 
neatly powerful ki n){ of Magadha whirled a dub ninety-nine 
nines and burled it towards Mathura. That excellent club 
fell at a distance,«f ninety-nine Yojanat." It would be fair 
to mention that the above it, taken from the long and ridi¬ 
culous description of the birth of Jarasandha, which we have 
already mentioned in our note in page 149. 

* This incident shows that Jarasandha was well aware 
that his end had come. It also shows how strong were some 
of the unwritten laws of the ancient Aryans. Even a man like 
Jarasandb,, did not dare to refuse the challenge or to do any- 
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6 tions were then performed by^iT 
irious Brnhmau. Removing bis crown and 
properly biuding his hair, Jarasazidha stood 
up like an occun bursting through its shore. 
Ho then rushed at Bhima ]iko the A.sura 
V ala at Indra. * Those two groat heroes, 
•Tarasandha and Bhima, with their bare 
anus as their only weapons, then cheerfully 
engaged in the fight. Seising each other’s 
arms and twining each other’s legs, they 
slapped their arm-pits. ”f 


U»ng to destroy bis enemies, though be found them alone, 
unarmed, and unprotected in his own impregnable foit! 
Jarasandha was sinful, but he was above meanness. 

* T hxs refers to the well-known story of tile Parana* the 
»ar between thi Dev ns and the Danavas for the possession 
of heaven. We need not say India was the king of. die 
Devas, e. the celestials. Many Dauava chiefs now and 
then attacked the plains of heaven and fought with the 
cekstiata Vala was one of them. 

t The description of the wrestling between Bhima and 
jaiasandha as given in tlie Maliavarata is king. It covers 
ten slokas from to to 20, Chapter XXIM., Sava I'arva. 
Mahavar.ua. It shows that wrestling was an art in ancient 
India. There were various feats of wrestling known t0 the 
renowned heroes of that age. tn this description of the 
wrestling we find the names of a few of them, such as 
Prittavanga, Sam/arVa, Nemcka, Purnakumvm, Trin&im, 
Pumadyaga, &c. We arc sorry we cannot quote here the 
long description of these wrestling feats. 
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Ft was fa wonderful combat; and all the 
people of Girivraja viewed it with wonder and 
iwtonishment.* They fought on day after day ; 
none could defeat the other,—both were of her- 
enleau strength. On the evening of the four¬ 
teenth day, thy greet Magadha king grew fati¬ 
gued, he stopped to take breath ; but Bhimn, 
tought, on and pressed him hard. Having 
wen this, Krishna thus spoke to Bhima.t 
P 80,1 °F Kunti, the foe that has become 
ured and fatigued in the fight should not 
no pressed. Therefore, O prince, you should 
not now oppress this king.” But Bhima 
did not give much heed to the words of 
the Vrisni prince. Ho said, ”0 Krishna, 
this wretch is still before me with girded 
loigs and of sufficient strength. He should 
.not be excused by mo.”} Having said this, 
Bhima raised up the strong, but now much 


* Slokas at to 31, Chapter XX HI, Sava Parva Maha- 
v. ista say 'Thousands of citizens, consisting of Brahmans, 
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras, and also women and even 
old men, came out and assembled there to witness the fight. 
The crowd became so great that it grew to be a solid mass 
of human beings having no space lrcnvcen two persons." 

t Mahavamtn, Sava /Parva, Chapter XXIII., Slokas 
P33- 

1 The morals of Bli in a could not be so high as those of 
Krishna, but he had still to defend his action by saying 
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Jarasandhft and whirled him 
high. Ho then pressed his knees against 
his backbone and broke his body into’ two, 
Tho people of Magudha were struck dumb 
by fear; loud lamentations rose everywhere; 
but the great king had fallen in a fair fight 
and there was no alternative left to tho 
people but to submit to the inevitable.* * 

The imprisoned kings were then all libera¬ 
ted ; and with them Krishna and tho 
Puudu princos came to a plain outside tho 
city and encamped. They all expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude to the Vrisni prince ; and 
they thus spoke to him, “O mighty-armed 
hero, such virtuous acts are no wonder in 
you. We were all languishing in the fear¬ 
ful hill-fort of the cruel Jarasandha. To our 
good fortune you have rescued us and thus, 
earned ever-lasting renown. We nil bow to 
you. Command us what we shall do.” 
Krishna smilingly replied, “King Judhishthira 
is desirous of performing the Rajsuya Sacrifice. 


that Jarasandha was not at ail fatigued,—so strong was the 
moral sense of the people of that age. 

* This incident also shows the respect with which nil the 
people followed the welMtaown rules of morals- Our readers 
will find all through this book that the morals of ancient India 
were very high. 
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Ip'virtuous king is willing to assume the 
Impoiiul Dignity. ' Help iiim in his nttempf.” 
T!uy all cheerful!) promised to do what 
Krishna said. They thou made him various 
presents and went away 10 their rospeotive 
kingdoms. 


Bhinm, Avjuna and Krishna, then having 
' received lar^e presents from Sahfideva, the 
newly iustiUod king of Magadhn, started 
back towards Indraprastha.* 

They had a triumphal progress through 
'Northern India for they were now the vic¬ 
tors of the greatest king of the Aryan race, 
nay the destroyers of the greatest tyrant of 
the age. Thus marching on in the greatest 
pomp and grandeur they reached in due 


* There we* apparent interpolations throughout the two 
chapters from which we have cuiic.l a lew facts that we have 
put in this Chapter. In chnpte XXIV., Slokas 32-23 
Krishna thought of Gadurn, the ■ elcstial bird, on whom 
Vishnu rides. There was no need whatsoever for Krishna’s 
thus thinking of Gadurn, but be did it. Here ends the matter, 
—there is no further mention of the bird. In this chapter 
also we find that Jarasandha possessed a cthtUal car. 
There are many more such things :,!l through these chapters. 
They are evidently uTter-imerpolati na. Wo have dropped all 
these descriptions, and we believe the continuity of the 
description is in no way disturbed. 




* 
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runfe the magnificent city of’ the ^ Pandavaa 
and paid their respects to its pious king 

“O king," said Krishna, “the mighty 
Jarosandba has been killed by Bhima. All 
the kings, kept imprisoned at Girivraja* have 
lieon liberated. You are worthy of t.ie Im¬ 
perial Dignity in every respect. Let, therefore, 
the great Rajsuya Sacrifice ho now perfor¬ 
med.” 


King Jttflhisthira embraced him in joy. 


15 




CHAPTER XXVI 


THE FIRST WORSHIP 

Now arrangements were being made on 
all sides for the great Sacrifice.* King 
Judhisthir; thus spoke to his brothers and 
ministers;—"Let men be appointed to coll¬ 
ect without Ions of time all those articles 
that the Bral vans will direct as necessary 
for the perfor dance of this Sacrifice and also 
all auspicious necessaries and things that 
Bhaumyaf may order to bo coUeeted/^ 


# *Fn>m Chapter XXV to Chapter XXX., Sava Parva, 
Mahavar ria, is the Dtginjaya Parva, t. e, the descriptions 
of the conquests of the various countries amde by the four 
youngei Pan da v us. There is no doubt that conquests were 
first made, and the proposal for the Rajsuya Sacrifice was 
then made. This chapter is culled from Chapters XXXIII 
to XXXIV., Sava Parva Mahavarata, 

f Dhuumya was the family priest of the Panriavas. 

J The Sacrifices of the ancient Aryans required many 
articles for the performances of their ceremonies. It would 
not be interesting to give a list of things required in the 
performance of a Sacrifice like Rajsuya. See SntuH Sutra, 
Satapata Prahmarm Su> 
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course of time all HiTaugef 
Sts were made. The great Assembly 
Hall,* built by Moy, was the place where 
this magnificent ceremony was to be solem¬ 
nised. Arouud it were constructed innumer¬ 
able mansions in which the royal guests 
were lodged. Men from all quarters of the 
earth wore invited and welcomed with all 
the honors due to their respective positions. 
Musicians played, bards sang—dancers danced ; 
it was the most magnificent affair over soen 
in India. 




Ef\ch and every one of the chiefs and 
potentate^ of Arymarta hud come with 
their armies and retinues,—and each had 
been lodged in a magnificent pulaoe. Tho 
ancient chronicler goeB on to say ;—“TheBe 
houses were full of various kinds of eatables* 
They were adorned with tanks and trees* 
They were delightful, and furnished with 

* Se<* pages 203—204* Here fa what happened even to 
liurjodbiina in this magnificent halL Sava P^rva, Mabavaratei, 
Chapter XLVII, Slokas 3—6 say *—"One day the son 
of Dhriurashtra, Durjodhana, came to a place (in this 
half} made of crystal. Mistaking it for water, ha drew up 
his clothes* Finding out his mistake* he wandered over the 
hidl. Some time after, he mistook a lake of Crystal water 
adorned with water-flowers for {and, and fell in*o it with a 
his doilies on. M 
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of furniture* They were 
bs with well-built, high mi 
whito-w ashed walls* Their windows were 
cover'd with network# of gold ; their 
interior waj adorned with strings of pearls ; 
their floors were covered with costly carpets : 
and they were all adorned with garlands of 
flowers and perfumed with excellent aloes/’* 




sii 


The various duties and functions of the 
great Sacrifice wore then assigned by the 
Pandiva king to various princes and chiefs, 
XJushasanaf was charged to superintendent, 


* Herr is the account of this great function given by Pur- 
jgdhana to his father, “Judhisthira support eighty-eight 
thousand Snatti&a Brahmans, who lead householder's life, by 
giving each thirty maidservants. Ten thousand other Brah- 
irans daily eat richly Cooked food from golden plates. The 
king of Kamhhoja sent to him hundreds and thousands of 
black, darkish and red skins of the deer called A \tdaii and 
also blankets of excellent texture. Hundreds and thousands of 
female elephant?, horses and Cows, and also thirty thousand 
female camels are seen withm his palace. The invited kings 
brought them as their tributes. ! never heard or saw such 
eno mous wealth as was brought to the Sacrifice of the son 
o. Panda. When no less than a (m of Brahmans were fed, 
it was arranged to notify the fact by blowing conchs in 
chorus*'?. I continually beard such choruses. On every 
occasion it indicated that one Air of Brahmans bad been feci 11 
| Dushanana was a brother of Purjodha&a, 
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^ commissariat arrangements. Ashwatharoa* * 
was roq ueated to look after the Brahmans. 
Sanjayaf Mas appointed tu welcome all the 
assembled kings. KripaJ was asked to take 
charge of the diamond, gold, pearls and gome, 
and to distribute them among the Brahmans 
and others'. Vidura§ became the master of 
exchequer. Darjodjuuia became the receiver 
of tributes brought by the kings. Krishna, 
the central figure, was charged to protect 
and guard the Sacrifice. || Thus various 
works were assigned to the various chiefs, 
and the great ceremony began.*f[ 


* Ashwathama w a* the son of Drona, 
t Sanjaya was the favourite companion and minister of 
the old blind king Dhriurasbtra, 

t Kripa was the tutor of the Kuru princes. 

§ Vidura was a brother of Ohritarashtra. See p. 169. 

[| SIoka 39* Chapter XL Vi Sava Parva, Mahavamta, 
says ^So long the great Sacrifice was not completed, the 
mighty armed Krishna guarded it with his bo' v Sarunga” 
But Sloka to, Chapter XXXV says “Krishna, the centre 
of all men, with the desire of gaining the excellent fruits, 
willingly took upon himself the task of washing the feet of 
the Brahmans*” 

*1 Sacrifices such as Kajsuya, Aswatnedha Slc ware all 
long ceremonies with various complicated rituals, ft would 
be tedious reading if we describe them here* See Sutiifct 
Bn kmatta Sur. 
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the preliminary ceremonies were 
performed, then m that magnificent assembly 
of all that was best in India,—in that 
great congregation of wealth, heroism, and 
knowledge,—in that meeting of India’s greats 
cst chiefs and potentates, heroes and warriors, 
sages and Rishis, the Patriarch of the Knru 
race, the great Bhisnia, rose and said, “O 
Judhisthira, now otTor A rghcts* to the assem¬ 
bled guests as each deserves. The preceptors, 
the sacrificial priests, the relatives, the 
Snntakm, tho friends and tho kings,—these 
are tho six classes of persons who deserve 
to receive Arghns. Bring Arghas for each 
of them, and let the Argha be presented 
first to him who is tho foremost of all of 
them.” 

"O grandsiro,” said Judhisthim, “whom 
amongst my guost^ do you consider to 
be tho foremost ? To whom shall the 
Argha I** presented first V’ 

* In ancient India the ottering of Arghas was one of 
the roost prevalent cub turns. When a man wanted to honour 
another, he did it by offering him Ihe Afgha* In all cere¬ 
monies, such as marriages &c, i>,* in which a large number 
of people were invited* the; host honoured his guest* by 
printing them, Argh<t$ according to their order of pre¬ 
cedence, Argha was made of a few tilings, such as sandii- 

pasfri, Wades of grass, flowers &c. 










THE FIRST WORSHIP 


A low murmur rose all over that groat 
assembly. People talked to their neighbours 
in a subdued tone,—each looked ; towards 
tho other, and all became excessively eager 
to know what Bhisrna would say. It was 
the assembly of the best and tho foremost 
luen of India,—the best and foremost both 
iu arms and knowledge, virtue and learning, 
—it whs an assembly in which a king was 
assuming the Imperial Dignity, fchoreby 
becoming the first of the foremost men 
of his ago, but who was the foremost of 
all ? 


Bhisma rose, and a solemn silence fell over 
ail. Every one was on the tiptoe of eager¬ 
ness,•—ev.ju the drop of a needle would 
have been heard in that assembly of thou¬ 
sands of men. Bhisma rose,—and in a voice 
as. that of a trumpet said, “As tho sun 
shines among nil luminous objects, so shines 
Krishna among alt men present here. There¬ 
fore, O Judhiflthira, the Anjhct should be 
first presented to him.” 

Cheers after cheers rose from the 
various parts of tho assembly, but a dissen¬ 
tient voice was not wanting. As thousands 
mid thousands of men assembled loudly 
approved the words of Bhisma by then 
cheers, there were hundreds of others win 
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ved them ns uproariously. It 
to all that a great crisis had arisen. 



* Etc Mah&varata, Sava Parva, Chapter XXXVL 




CHAPTER XXVII 


SHISHUPALA'S ATTACK ON KRISHNA 

Thk mighty king of Ohedi, the lategenernl- 
ianim n of the great Jaratwndba, Shishup*; ia, ‘ 
Krishna’s own cousin,* took tho lead of 
opposition. He rose in anger ; fire flashed 
from 1-tin eyes, and his hair stood on an 
end. In a voice as that of a j (.ring tiger, 
which at once hushed tho assembled multitude, 
he thus addressed tho old Patriarch oi i'ic 
Kuru race ;—“When so many illustrious kings 
uro present hero, this man of th® Vrisni race 
by no means deserves to have a royal worship. 
Your present conduct in wilfully making t.os 
man worshipped by tho Pandavas is not 
worthy of the illustrious Kurus.” t 


* Shislwpaia was the son of Srutasrava, the third sister 
of llasodcva, Krishna’s father. Krishna anti Shishupala wer<- of 
the same age, bat Shishupala was very jealous of his cousin, 
and was ever on the alert to do him injury. In fact he con- 
sidered him a great rival 

t All through chapters 37th to 4 5ib, Sava Parva, Maba- 
varata v Shishupala's various abusive speeches are given* 
We have thought fit to quote only a few passages. 





» 
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Lq then turned towards tho live Pnndava 
roared, “0 sons of Pandu, you are children 
You’ do not know wlmt Dharma* U. This 
Bhisnui has but little knowledge, and there¬ 
fore ho has transgressed all the rules of 
Morality. How does this man, who is not a 
king,’} 1 deserve to bo worshipped among these 
kings present hero ? O Judhistbira, if you 
consider him to be the eldest, lo ! here is 
Biisudeva. How can his son be worshipped 
before him ? If you consider him your well- 
wisher and supporter, why, when Drupada is 
hero,—how cun ho get the first worship? If 
you consider him your preceptor, then, Drona 
is present hero. If you consider him tho 
greatest of all Voda-knowiog men, what \ the 
great l.fwaipuyana Vyasa is here. Well, old 
/Bhisma whom you all revere, tho great hero 
ABhwiitlKtina who is learned in every branch of 


* Dharma literally means something akin to the word 
♦‘nature/* inch m the Dharma of fire is 4l to bum,” but here 
it means “morals and moral Jaws,” Dharma, Artha y Kama 
and Moksha nerc the lour most important factors in the 
religion of the ancient Hindus. We shall discuss them later 
cm, when dealing with the great religion preached by Krishna. 

f We ha\*e already said Krishna was not a king ; old 
Ugtascna was the kin ^ of the Vrisuis, In fact Krishna and 
the race in which he wa* tx>- n lost the privilege of ascending 
the throne through a curse. 
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'ledge, the mighty king DuijodKsJ 
jie great preceptor Kripa, the invincible 
Bhismaku,* the world-renowned bow-man 
Kama and a hundred other heroes, kings 
and learned men are present hero, liow 
oan you offer this man the first worship 
when they are present 1 Krishna is neither 
a sacrificial priest, nor a preceptor, nor a 
king, how can you then give Inn) tbo 
first' Argha ? It your intention, Judlmthira, 
was to offer the first worship to this man, 
why were then those kings brought here 
thus to ho insulted ? We have not paid 
you tribute out of fear, or temptation, or 
conciliation. We have paid you tribute only 
because you desired 'o obtain the Imperial 
Dignity from virtuous motives. But you 
are now insulting us. What else couK bo 
your motive, except that of insulting us, lor 
as in the midst of this assembly of kings, 
you have worshipped Krishna ? ^ ho will 

offer worship to one who has fal.cn from 
religion ?”t 


* Bhismika was the king of Prag-Jotisba (Eastern India). 
He was one of tho most powerful kings of the ago in which 

Krishna was bom. » 

f This charge indicates that Krishna did not follow the 

existing religion* 
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(•n ’( ia tr i,U V and 1 roar *Dg, Shishupala turned 
■ , ’^Krishna who was quietly sitting in one 

S*^T S' T°°‘ ta ®“ rW "v™ i>» 

T<^.,, ra* ? deQC0 exasperated the Cbedi 
: »*." H !'j rn ® d towards him like an infuriated 

K;lr 1 V °-^ , P\" a ' iflh « Pi«ablo™“ 

f Kunti are timid, if they have lost tli >ir m m- 

riS ou S ht to hlZZ 

owthf HV v “ t0 y0m ClaimS to fiwt 
whi!?S‘ How ,;atl yon accept the worship of 
^lueh you are not worthy ? Vhis is no intuit 

iui]ted. , ’’ gS> ~ lt ISy ° U Wh0m fc[l ° Kmiw Have 

Ha ving said this, Shishupala left the 
excellent seat on which he was seated. Tie 

srtuftrt- th T ss* ( : f thft ««% 

b n ' r"'- JMhisthita hastened after 

’ ■ j ' mI Holding him by the hand thus 
spoke to him, “O great king, what you 

Ziii Zi r* y™- a »ys 

S2LTTL aoedl<BW| y, cmo, : D « ««t i,™fe 

J , j U lua Hy erroneously thinking that he 
. ' not know what Dhamia is. These 

w 5? « than^S 

approve tho worship offered to Krishna 
V.u also should approve it. Bhisnia Wvv.s 


ifiainst,he evidently 5 j»w s that 

thc> leti a strictly moral life* 
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well what Krishna is. You do not know him so 
well as ho does.” 


Shishupalft was again going to givo 
veut to his uncontrollable wrath, out 
as tho old hoary-headed Patriarch rose to add ¬ 
ress the assembly,—growling ho sat down. 







CHAPTER XX'VIII 


BHfSMA’S REPLY TO SHISHUPALA 

The old Bhisma then thus addressed the 
fasserably, “He who does not approve of 
the. worship offered to Krishna deserves 
neither soft words nor conciliation. I do 
not see any king in this assembly of mo- 
narchs who has not bowed his head to Krishna. 
I have worshipped many men who are old 
in knowledge. T. have heard from all these wise 
men when they cam© and talked to me of 
the many accomplish men t? of Krishna. I 
have • heard many times narrated by the 

H ile all the feats which the _ greatly 
ligent Krishna performed since his birth. 
We do not worship Krishna only through 
caprice, or from our relationship with him, 
or from expected benefits to be received 
from him. He is worshipped by all the 
pious men on earth. Wo have offered him 
the first worship in consideration of his fame, 
his heroism, his success. Thera is none here, 
even though a $hild, whom we have not taken 
into our consideration when proposing 
the first worship r to Krishna. 1'hera are 






bhismvs reply to shishupala 




aa&vfly two reasons for offering the firet 
worship to hiiu. Ho is vastly lour nod m 
the Vedas and Vedangas ; he is also ^ very 
great* in prowess "Who else is there in the 


J.nvnwa -- " 

world who is bo distinguished as he ? Idbefl&li- 


ty, cleverness, knowledge of the Vedas, 
bravery, modesty, achievements, intelligence, 
humility, beauty, firmness, contentment^ and 
prosperity,—nil live for ever in Krishna." 

The great Bhisma stopped ; the inconceiva¬ 
ble love for Krishna, that once pervaded the 
hearts of the stern cow-herds, maddened the 
simple Gopa hoys and intoxicated the loving 
milk-maidens,—that had now cast a blissful halo 
over the Aryan Land,—overflowed his heart. 
His voice faltered,—his eyes softened,—his 
heart palpitated. Raising his voice to the 
highest pitch, he cried, “Yes we worship 
Krishna, because he is the Origin of the t T Di¬ 
verse, lie is that in which the Universe is to Ixj 
merged. He is umnanifestcd Primal Nature,— 
Ho is the Creator ;—He is eternal,—He is 
beyond all creatures.’’# The voico of the old 
Patriarch was choked,— he stopped,— he took 


* It was for the first time declared by the threat Patriarch 
Bh srua that Krishna was no other than the Incarnation of 
God it was he who first declared it; and pJ1 the rest 
fallowed and follow till the present day. 







SR1KRISHNA 



breath,—ho controlled Im overflowing feelings, 
—bis unknowable and unfathomable love for 
Krishna. 

After a fow moments, he turned towards 
the Icings and said, “Therefore, 0 friends, you 
should approve the worship offered, to him. 
Shiahupaxa is a mere child. Ho does not know 
who Krishna is. Ho al 



Wjio is there among 


among these illustrious kings, who does not 

:T._ w ■ 1 . ... ,1. . e'V. 1 • •» 



this worship undeserved, he may do what 
pleases him. 

Shishupala leaped up like a mass of blazing 
fire. “Old and infamous wretch as you are,” he 
roared, “are you not ashamed of your eoi Jttct ?* 


* In reading the life of Srikrhihna our readers must not lose 
sight of one point*—that there is no direct biographical ac¬ 
count of Krishna in the Mahavorata, It is however the 
only work in which we get some glimpses of his caiecr when 
he was living in Dwarku. Therefore in knowing him, we 
must look to those of his contemporaries whose history Maha* 
varata is. In order to fully appreciate him, we roust first 
understand the sublime characters of some of the men in the 
Mahavarata, such as Bhisma, Viduraaad others. We find 
that a man like Bhisnm was the first to declare him to be not 
only the drat man of his age f but as the Supreme Deity n 
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him 


Wishing to praise Krishna, you describe 
before mo as groat and superior in knowledge 
and age, as if 1 know nothing l ‘This man 
is the foremost of all wise menand 1 1 his 
man is the Lord of the Universe, hcyoing 
your those words, Krishna believes that they 
are pH true. Nothing could be a greater 
lie. Surely do you live at the mercy or 
those kings i” The old Patriarch rose again. 


human form,—a character in which he is still adored and 
worshipped all over India. As wc do not possess any direct 
biographical • accounts of Krishna, we arc not at all in a 
position to ! judge him and his character; for we get very few 
incidents of his life and little of his teachings to form our 
opinion of him, if we are at all capable of doing it. But Blusma 
was gren in age. knowledge, experience, learning and vmue; 
in fact hfc was a personage whose equal may hardly be found 
in the history of any part of the world. It would therefore be 
proper for us to follow great Item a to understand Snki.shna 
As our ancestors have unfortunately left no direct history of 
the greatest Man on earth, it would be our doty to know huu 
through others v. ho saw his deeds, who heard his teachings, 
who associated with him, and who knew him best. Uhisma, 
Vidura and others saw hint and knew him well,—and it was 
they who declared him not only to be the first man of his age, 
but the Supreme One Incarnate. Those of our readers who 
do not understand Krishna as Bbisma did, P» them we say, as 
Judhislhira said to Shishupala, “Itema known wdl what 
Krishna is. You do not know him so well as he docs." 

16 
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kings 

a straw.” 


said he, “do I lire at the mercy 
But X do not consider them as worth 


Thus addressed by Bhismn, the kings 
becamo exceedingly angry. So.no amongst 
them stood eroct, some began to abuse him 
and others cried, “This sinful wretch Bhmm.. 
though old, is exceedingly boastful. He deser¬ 
ves no pardon. Let tins wicked man be killed 
like an animal, or let him be burnt m a tire 
made* ot straw.” 

Availing liiiiiBelt of this opportuuityj 
Shishupala turned to the kings and said, 
"When I am here to be your general, what 
are you thinking now? In battle array e 
us stand again it the Vrisms and the ltiuda- 
Many of the kings said, ‘ x as, wo 
act in such a wav as the final saon- 


vus. 

iuusfc 


performed by Judhisthira 
of Krishna may not lie 

They 


ficial rites to be 
and this worship 

supposed to have our acquiescence, 
thou all began to consult how to obstruct 
tbe completion of tljo Sacrifice. “It became 
evident," the ancient chronicler says, that 
the undetori ora ting vast sea of kings' with 
its countless waves of soldiers was making 
preparations .for a fight. Having seen that 
assembly of kings agitated by anger, as the 
fearful ocean is lashed by the wind at the 





<8L 


‘i H ISM A'S REPLY TO SHlSHUPALA 

umti of the universal dissolution, •> udhistbira 
thus spoke to that foremost of, all 
intelli gent men, the grandaire of the Kurus, the 
a<>-od Bhisina ;—‘This vast ocean of kings has 
■ boon agitated by wrath. 0 Gruttdsiro* 4 tell 
1 E 0 what should bo now dono ? O boat of 
the Kurus/ replied the old Patriarch, ‘do 
not be alarmeu, Can a dog kill the non s 
| Thoao kings are merely barking at the 
iug lion of the Vrisni race.’ ” 

Ho then turned towards the a -son.bled 
kinw and said, “O rulers of oarth, X do not 
see the end of our speeches, for words may 
bo answered with words. Therefore listen 
to what I say. Hero ia Krishna present. 
Hire have we worshipped. Lot him wuo 
opposes this worship challenge him to a 
fight. This will settle the matter without 
further ado.” 

Roaring and foaming the wrathful 
Shishupala roso and cried, ”0 Krishna, 1 
challenge you. Come light with mo til! 1 
kill you with all the Pauluv&s. 


CHAPTER XXXIX 

THE DEATH of SHiSHUPALA 

e rmvT v and majestically rose Krishna, his 
Snowxt arai >» .> * his lips. There 

■»«* wafhesUghtot di.pl.*- 

W “ “ in lb h^rt. Whon » Wmport v*. 
BUP?r ll- fttculd him,—when the strongest 
nvrnv.!; ■ showered upon him by the angry 

utes 'f r0 ; (Ub „ highest encomiums were 
shiMhupab, an _ ■* t Bhisroa,—he sat 
given hllu J d But now being challenged 

rtlt hf as a warrior, could no longer 
to fight, he, p , m i v t . oso ho, and then 

we novel seek J thllt W o had 

trios to d pr a g-jotishn,t this man of 

S deS Smo 'burnt our «ty * 

7^iS:iwrs« chip - xlv " siok “ 

6 ~i 4 Eamm ’India. Perhaps it refers to the war 
Jta «■» with king Nate* ~ ^ * 5 





THE DEATH OF SH1SHUPALA 


<8L 


T>wa3rk&, though he was the son of my aunt. 
When tho Bhojn king* was sporting on the 
Raivataka hill, this man killed many ot 
that kino's attendants and carried away many 
in chains to his own city. In order to thwart 
my father’s Sacrifice, this sinful man ’stole 
the horse of the Ashamedha.f This man ot 
ain stole the wife of the saintly Aknira when 
she was on her way to tho country of the 
Sauvarns. This wretch raviahea m the 
disguise of the king of Karusha the pious 

Bhvdro, tho princess of Vishnia, who was 

the intended bride of tho Karusha king. 
I have patiently borne all his sins and 

crimes for the sake of my fathers sister,—— 
I promised her to pardon his ono hundred 
offences. That number is now full. It is 
fortunate that all this had happened to-day 
in the preaenco of all tho kings of India. 
I tthall no longer pardon him ; I shall kuI 
him in the presence of you all/ 1 Shiflhumla 
roared, 4i 0 Krishna, if you please, pardon 


♦ One of the Aryan dans ot Math a A was called the 


■f Horse*$acrifice* A horse is hi loose in this ceremony. 
It roamed over the country for a certain rime, A warrior 
with an army followed it as it* guard, and ifnany ( body caught 
it or stole it, a battle was fought with h m. The horse was 
finally brought back and sacrificed with due rites. 




"fWS* 



SH1KRISHNA 


<SL 


or pardon mo not. What can you do 
to Die through good will or anger ?” 

The great sacrificial ground became the 
arena of an extraordinary tournament. The 
universal joy and merriment soon turned 
into a general grief and anxiety. Judhisthira’s 
countenance was a picture of misery,—Bhiina 
grinded hia teeth in anger,—Arjuna sorrow¬ 
fully rose to arrange the field,—but great 
Bhisrim. war full of joy and pride, for he 
knew it would be a mere child’s play for 
Krishna to defeat and kill the sinful Chedi 
king. 

Every thing was soon arranged for the 
great combat. The charioteers of Krishna 
and Shtshupala brought their respective cars. 
Tito groat generalissimo of the imperial 
iirmy of Jarasandha and tho greatest hero of 
the age, armed themselves with their bows and 
arrows and entered the list. Thousands and 
thousands of men who had come to see the 
great Sacrifice hastened now to witness this 
wonderful tournament. Calm and cool stood 
Krishna, till tho same sweet smiles played 
on the same beautiful lips,—handsome and 
charming as over. In his front foamed and 
roared thq wrathful Shishupaln,—a giant with 
firo flashing from his eyes. AH hearts palpi¬ 
tated,—all were in anxiety and eagerness. 
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But tho combat though wvore was 
short. Shiahupak’s head soon roll id on tho 
ground, and those kings that backed him, were 
struck dumb with fear. They silently returned 
to their respective abodes and dared not Utter 
n word against Krishna or against t re 
Pandavas.* 


* There are two different versions oF this incident in the 
Mahavarata. Sava Parva, Chap. XII., slokas 21—16, says : 
“When Shishupala was thus talking, the bigh-souled slayer 
of Madtm (Krishna) pondered in his mind on the discus 'hat 
humbled the pride of tho Daily ns. As soon as the discus 
came Into his hands, that skilful speaker, the Ingh-so'tlcd 
Krishna thus loudly spoke, ‘O rulers of earth, hear why this 
man has been hitherto pardoned by me. Asked hy his 

mother I promised to paraon his one hundred offence .. This 

wan the boon that she asked of me and this was tin. boon 
that I granted her. O kings, that number Has now beetle 
full. I shall now kill him in the presence of the kings. 
Having said this, the'chief of the Yadu rare, that chastiser ot 
foes, Krishna, immediately cot off in anger with his discus 
tho head of the Chedt king. That heavy-armed hero fell 
likft a cliff struck by thunder. The kinfjs saw a fearful efui- 
gmee from the body of the Chedi king issuing-, hke that of 
the sun in tire sky. That effulgence then adored the lotus¬ 
eyed Krishna ever worshipped by all the worlds ; and .t then 
entered Krishna's body/ 1 

But in Udyoga Parva, Chap, XXll-t^SloV** 37-29, we find 
Jong Dhritarashtra thus describes the incident “Formerly 
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- ^v^-ndisturbed and unobstructed the grea' 
SiVcrtfioe was _ then completed. The invited 

The ancient chro* 


guests began to disperse, 
nicler goes on to say :—“Thereupon all the 
kiuga came to the virtuous Judhisthira and 
waid, ‘Sire, you havo ifrown in prosperity 
i lirough good fortune. You have now acquired 
the Imperial Dignity. The fame of tho 
'Ajamira* race has been greatly enhanced by 
y°u, You have acquired great religious 
merit by this net. 0 best of kings, we tell 
you that wo have boon welcomed and received 
by you to our heart’s content. We now 
desire to return to our own kingdoms. Give 
us permission to go.’ Having heard what 
they said, the virtuous Jndhisthira worshipped 


in tfc«. Rajsuya Sacrifice, the king of iphcdr, Krishna, 
amj also other rulers of earth assembled with mnumeriblc 
warriors. Amongst them all, the Uiedi king was most 
powt i ul ; he was the greatest bow-man and an invincible 
warrior in battle. Within a short time the exalted Krishna 
defeated him and damped the courage of the other kings. 
Seeing the lion-like Krishna on his chariot, the kings that 
followed th<* rulers of the Kamshas in the honouring o( the 
Chedi king, fled in fear like so many deer. When they 
escaped, Krishna easily killed Shishupala, and thus enhanc-d 
tnc glory of the Pandavas,” Of the two accounts we have 
accepted the more Seasonable one* 

* Ajiunira was one of the ancestors of the Kmu kings. 
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m as each deserved and then coijo- 
mhnded his brothers thus : ‘AH these kings 
have come to ua of their own accord. 
They are now desirous of returning to their 
kingdoms. Escort thorn to the confines of 
our dominions’.” 


"When they were all gone, Krishna qme 
to Judhisthira and said, “Sire, with your 
permission I shall now go to Dwarka.” “0 
Krishna,” replied the king, “through your 
grace I have performed this great Sacrifice. 
Through your grace all the kings have come 
under my sway. O sinless One, how can 
I give you permission to go ? But I know 
you must return to your own city.” 

Krishna then went to his aunt Kunti and 
said, .“your sons have assumed the Imperial 
Dignity. They have obtained vast wealth. 
Bo pleased with all this. With vour per¬ 
mission I shall now return to Dwarka.” Ho 
then bade farewell to Draupadi and Subhn- 
drn. Then coming out of the inner apart¬ 
ment, he performed his ablution and daily 
rites of worsti ip, th6 Brahmans tottering 
benedict ions. Daruka* then brought, his 
chariot. The highsouled and lotus-eyod 


* Barulin, was Krishna's Charioteer. 
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round it, and then ascended 
it, and started fur the "city of Daravati* 


* After this, there w virtually no history of Krishna for 
the spa€p of thirteen years,—the period Judhisthira and 1 m 
brothers passed in exile. As soon as Krishna went away, 
the ffcc Pan da v as were exiled by their cousins the Kurus by 
various stiatagems, Mahay amt a being not his history, the 
author has almost written nothing about him when the 
Pandavas were roving in the forests. The accounts o£ their 
wanderings have been given in tho Vana Parva of the 
Mahavarata. Almost whole, we may very well say, the 
entire Varia Pan’a that we now possess is an after-interpo¬ 
lation, A tittle careful study will show it,—so different is the 
style of writing, the form of narration,—the modern touch of 
the language. 

We meirt Krishna three times in the Vana Parva ft) He 
with ftc other Vrisnis came to see the P mdavas on hearing 
their exile. Krishna here gives an account of bb war with 
Salya who had a car that floated in the sky. It is altogether 
an extraordinary, and we may add, a ridiculous story and can 
by no means be taken seriously, (a) We see him again 
with the Pandavas in the forest The wrathful Kishi 
Durvadia with ten thousand disciples were mischievously sent 
by the wi h 4 d Burjodhana to the forest-abode of the Pandavas. 
Ha thought the Panda princes would not be able to feed in 
the forest Durviisha with ten thousand disciples, and the 
result would be that they would be burnt down through the 
angiy Risht'l afrse. The Rishi appeared when the Pandava* 
had nothing to feed him w ith and his followers. Draupadi 
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,^^^-wable men ns a great prophet,—a 
supernatural being,—nay* * the Supreme One 
Incarnate Living in distant Dwarka in his 
on t the 8e , a > Krishna ruled over the hearts 
Laud.t The greatest heroes and 
the most powerful potentates had bowed down 
tneir heads before his great prowess and supre 
me statesmanship ; the most HlusStrious Rish 
ami sages, learned scholars and great ascetics - 
i a <.dl given him the first place for his super¬ 
natural intelligence, his wonderful learning, his 
gi‘; t piety,—his super humanity in every thing. 


po>'c:‘S some. Krishna went to heaven, and fought with 
India, tl... king of heaven. After defeating him, he presented 
innumerable Paryatas to his wife. 

They also give the accounts of many Mars that Krishna 
vaged and the many battles that he fought We have men- 
tinned some of them in page 163-164. 

Jiut we must mention here that at this h B * Krishna had 
become a father. His eldest son was named Pradumnn, Dot 
tlv t utanas say that he had many thousands of jp-os from 
hi5 many hundreds of wives. They also mention that one of 
his sons Samba marked the daughter of Durjodhana. See 
our note in pages 156-157. 

* Uhlsma was the greatest man of that age. Wc have 
i.cjn that even be considered Krishna to be an Incarnation of 
the Supieme Being. 

t See Mahavdrata, Udjoga Parva, Chapter XXXIV 
Sloknt’ 10-29. 
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asses hnd been carried away by an un- 
describable love for him,—the love the reason 
where of they did not know,* Tho sinful were 
terribly afraid of him,—tho pious were hi* • 
loving dovotees. A, hew thought, a new reli¬ 
gion, a new happiness now rolled over the land 
of the Aryans from one end to the other. 

The rule of such tyrants as Knnsa, Shishu- 
paUi, .Tarosaudha and others had be3n replaced 
by that of such a pious and virtuous ntlfer a* 
Jud hist him. The little kingdom <rf love ami 
devotion, beauty and sublimity, that Krishna 
founded in the beautiful forests of Vrindavana 
had now extended far and wide,—from tho 
snow-capped Himalayas in the north to the 
dense forests in the south, from tho Vriani city ( 
of Dwarka in the west to Bhismaka’s groat ' 
kingdom in the east. 

He was a great Mystery to all, but all the 
same the people loved him with all their heart. 
They worshipped and adored him, they feared 
and respected him, they called him God, pre¬ 
ceptor, father, protector and friend. 

But what sort of life did Krishna himself 
lead v He was the greatest warrior who had 
defeated nil others ; he was the most powerful * 
general, commanding the mighty army of tho • 


# See Vagavaia, Skanoa Ctd\i. 6oth, SioL" za. 
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KRISHNA THE GREATEST OF THE GREAT 

The cow-herd hoy of Vrindavcma had now 
become the greatest of nil men in India/ 
He had boeu adored and worshipped, by 

in this dire distress piteously prayed to Krishna to come and 
save the Pandavas* Krishna came as soon as thought of. He 
ale only a portion of greens that lay in the comer of the 
cooking pot in which Draupadi had cooked. By his doing this, 
Durva*ha and his ten thousand pupils, who had gone to bathe* ^ 
tdt their stomach so heavy that they thought they were quite ' 
incapable of eating even a morsel more. They thutfore did 
not return to the Pandavas* but went away in another direc¬ 
tion* (3) We meet Krishna once more in the Vana P/Uva* 
Some colloquys follow, hut there is nothing important in 
them. 

This is all the history that we get of Krishna in Maha~ 
v^rata during the period that the Panda/as were in exile* 
"We have already said* the^ accounts 'hat 'Vishnu Purana* 
Harivansa* Vagavata and other Puraaas give are so palpable 
fictions that they can by no means be taken into serious 
account They say many things no doubt* but they are all 
of the order,—an example of which we giyc below* 

« Once upon a time Satyabhama, one of the wives of 
Krishna, saw the celestial flower Panjabi and longed to 
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jrjwr: he was the greatest statesman, th 
adviser of the great king Judhiathira and n, 
the monarch* of Aryavarta ; he was the grou 
diplomat who had brought all the quarrellmj 
Aryan chiefs under one pious Emperor, thn 
bringing in pe.ico and happiness to the inilli 
ons of persecuted and down-trodden men 
he was the greatest of all learned men, when 
thn gn at RUhis revered; ho was the grt-a 
religious teaoher-who had introduced a wonder 
i'ul.religion amongst the Aryan races, thereby 
raising them to the highest status of civilisa 
tii-n ; he was the groat centre from which flow 
ed all love, all beauty ami sublimity, all hap pi 
lies* and bliss. Rut he himself led a von 
simple life. He said, “I am indifferent alike t 
my home and body. 1 am happy in my ow 
solf.’** Living always in the whirlpool o 
worldly affairs, he was the greatest , nsoetit 
that was ever burn in the world. He was i 
Master over Matter well os Spirit. H< 
rak’d over both, and therefore he was superha 
man. Wherever ho lived, it was a land of j'p 



'J * What did Krtshna mean by *‘1 am happy in my iwi 
self Chhx ndagya Uptnfshad say i— He, who seeing* thh 

hfefievmg this, h in his own self, who sports with hi 

own : whose /bend anti companion is his own self, wfoos* 

self is Uis only pleasure, is the king of himself. 11 
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inaent, and wherever ho went, pacmle 
felt an undoscribable bliss and happiness. He 
had maddened all India, as he once did 
the little Vrindavana and Mathura. 


He was Nature personified. He was as 
hi,!»h, stern, herd and majestic as the Flimnla- 
y ,is i he. was as hum hie, soil, sweet and sublime 
;iS Vormtm«, He was as fearful ns the 
r*' tempest cracking the tallest trees ; he 

;t.s lovely and charming as the sweet 
ruoon-beuru playing on the blossoming flowers. 

was he ? The men that saw liim did 
,ic>v know him,—how could we ? 

Tims did He live in Dwnrka,—the 

groat.-st Man of all men living. Adored and 
woi 'hipped by all,—universally loved and 
leafed, respected and obeyed, I] is was u 
towering Personality,—a wonderful Man 
’>iong men ; but yet Ho was a great Mys- 
*ry,—none could understand Him, nor His 
urks, nor His teachings, nor what and who 
, was. His Life and His Teachings tvr-rc 
Beacon Light that guided,—and will 

ver guide,—the humanity to the ever-lcMim? 
<and of Bliss. 
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